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SKETCHES OF CHARACTER. 



THE 11.0PBMKKT — A CONSULTATION. 

" Foolish Anna !— O, foolish girl 1" 
were the jint sounds which saluted the ears 
of Lady Aucherly, as she approached llie 
young ladies' room. It was Miss Simmdns's 
voice, almost choked with agitation. 

'* Good God !" repeated I^ady Aucherly at 
»he entered, " what's the matter f" 

Miss Simmons was leaning her face on 
both hands : her sisters were sobbing out 

VOL.' II. B " Oh, 
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" Oh, ma'anij . I don't know what yoiCll 
say." 

lady Aucherly took up the note, which 
lay on the table. It was from Mr. Sim- 
mons requesting to sec his daughter, and 
briefly stating that he had just received, by 
a chaise boy, a letter from Anna, who 
igned herself Crair/ey, 

. " Good Heavens!" excIaJujD^d Xady Au- -^ 
cherly, " the apothecary's son ! — this is a , 
Btab to every one of you : but you had better 
go at once io your fatlierwril oc^ ibe car- 
lii^e directly." 

" No, tbank -you, nja'atn," .flatd MJm 
Simmoos— "'twould beloes of Hme— »ie bad 
better walk j Phcebe, pray reach me my 

wil — I'm ?uQh a figure.'* 

« Who could have thought," said Phcebe, 
^it^, '* that there was any thing mi it." 

« What 

c, Google 
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" 'Wbst m7^ jDccome of us/' exdaimcd' 
Miss Simmons. 

*' It will be 3 kfison," $aid Lady Au- 
ebea-ly, " not to be too condescending to per- 
^OQS of aa. inlerior rankn-did you eyer see 
thcBO mush together V 

" Oh, no," said Phcebe, " only onec, I 
tbought when he brought something for my 
&ther, Anna staid alone with him -in the 
■ ^rloijr." 

" And ffe have met ihero ouce'or twice 
.waibifi^ togeiber," added Mary. 

Miss Simmons being now ready, she set 
put \viih her sisters to the Sotith-Parade, 
W)dl,icly Autrijeriy rclurned.to ihc drawing- 
Tooii), l« reJs-te the monifying nei^is to \m 

iisjter. 

" Indeed," said Mps. St. Clair, " I think 

you have siore than christian patience with 

a 3 these 
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these nieces: I positively could not endure 
them above a day." 

" It's almost too much for me, Sophia," 
returned Lady Aucherly, " you don't know- 
halt' the trials I have to combat — would you 
believe it, 'twas given out, that my coming 
to Baih, ws'? merely to faskionize these 
girls!- 

" And to marry them off — if you could 
get the young men to be so good-natuied, 
as Mrs. Phipps said ; but she feared you 
would not find ihem so accommodating — 
for it wasn't the fashion to be obliging in 
that way." 

" Oh, yes," returned Lady Aucherly, 
laughing, " I've no doubt, I'm pointed at 
as a match-maker — a schemer — my house 
regarded as a matrimonial trap — tvtry civility 
aa a snare— every invitation as a bait — it's 
really ridiculous — Lcthbridge too, must 
think it witty to hoax old Galbraith with a 
story 
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story.of my havi-ilg (he care of nine orphan 
young ladles, who pay handsomely for their 
board, and arc en'.iiled to the use of my 
carriage — and ibeu, because Maitha in spile 
ofBrickman's art, has all the appearance of 
wearing cramm'd pockets, he must beg to 
share ihe' prog he -presumed she carried 
about, with her — and this too, before that 
military gang, at Mrs. Macmau rice's." 

" And of course, poor Martha had to 
look stupid, and as if she didn't flnderstand 
him, or did she tliink proper to vindicate 
herself, at the expence of her person, from a 
charge which no one credited ?" 

" She preferred the latter course, and 
littered out " oh sir, 'tisn't the fashion to 
wear pockets now," — she hadn't the wit 
to keep her ovfn counsel, or to parry the at- 
tack by repartee." 

" None of them are over smart, in that 
' way." 

B 3 ,, ,-■ ,,„?tcThey 
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' " They are quick enough attotig t^ieftT- 
lelves, bul are completely awed in company^' 
after a gentleman has said a few civil- 
things, the conversation flags — and having 
rtecdved the full compfcmerit of acqutcScerif 
itionosyllkbleS] enlivened by an occasional' 
'*^ certainly," and " so 1 think,'" he per-- 
Ceivcs- the bonhcn of the dialogue is t6 fall- 
on him, and tak^ an early opportunity o(- 
breakJDg off, with " God bless me ! there'f 
a man I've not seen this age ^-^-^itxA this 
manceuvrt I saw played ofF, on the vety 
clever girl that has stolen a march this morn" 
lag ; of which poor Sir Philip remains to 
this moment in happy ignorance, and I ha.ve 
now the pleasing task of unfolding it to him, 
ih all its horrorsj—but without joke, It's a 
mortifying affair." 

*' We must go. and see Mr, Simmons,'* 
said the Baronet, as soon a* he heard the 
news. " Do order the carriage-r-you will 
go with me Lady Auobeily, won^'t you ?" 

" Certainly." Misi 



SliSs SitntfifOHs ftMiid het* iithe^ over- ' 
v^tttib^ vviib grief, and had tfftfcred' the 
best consolation in her power, whcft) fij* 
Philip and Lady Aucheriy entered. 

" This is sad newfi^, MVs SimfliOnS; bM 
don't Jet it afifect your spirits in thia 
iirtomer." 

" Obf Sir Philipi'' s6td Mr; Slftftntfn^ 
ft*iffg^ his extended hnnd— " thb is Ve(y 
kind of yon both— Lady Aurfiefly, pi-*y tak6 



" Wff aftf qoite in flj* darii 0bbtit t^ 
affair," said Lady Aochcrly. 

" Never was any thing so sadden," ex- 
claimed Miss Simmon^ solenAily. 

" AnS-to rtiiirtkofbei'being-8o:ctmaing," 
added Ph<»be,' " A* to' say dw would' go 
bodie tO'bfftakf«si-thit morning;" 

B 4 •' Oh, 
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*' Oh, I was sure," observed Maty^ 
" there was something on her mind yestet- 
day evening." 

" Here is her letter," said Mr. SimmoiiB, 
giving it to Sir Philip. 

" Dated at Devizc3 I" cried the Baronet. 

" Yes, you sCc," continued Mr. Sim- 
moos, " Ihey propose staying there a day or 
two, with a married sister of his " 

" Has the young man^s father called pa 
you to-day f" enquired I^y Aucherly. 

" It is very strange he has. not, for he 
seldom misses paying me a daily visit ; it 
looks almost as if *' 

" But it does not appear by her letter,"* 

said Sir Philip, " that Mr. Crawley was 

privy to it — she begs to hear from you, I 

observe." 

_. " And 
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" And what to write, I don't know." 

" Imprudent girl I" said Lady Au- 
cherly. 

" It's hard, mj good madam, upon a fa- 
ther — '' exclaimed Mr. Simmons, his agi- 
tation choking the rest of the sentence : 
" and whatever tenderness I may feci," 
continued he, recovering, " it shall not — 
ought not, to hurry me into a precipitate 
forgiveness — such a step as this," added 
he, looking round upon his eight daughters 
with seriousness, " is a lesson for you all— ^ 
take warning." 

The young ladies sobbed. 

.J 

" It is a mortifying blow," said Lady 
Aucherly. 

" Mr. Simmons," said Sir Philip, ** wc 

had better talk over this unfortunate bnsi- ■] 

nes3 a fevr minutes in another room." j 

B 5 , - , Miss ] 
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Miss Simmons took the bint, rod i%titt(t 
■with her sisters. 

The afiair was then more, freely discussed, ■ 
and as Anna had solicited a letter, it was 
settled that Miss Simmons should be deputed 
to write to her, stating the distress- her cOh*' 
duct had occasioned, and that though sh©' 
hoped her father might in time be brought' 
to extend his forgiveness^, yet, that at pr»' 
sent he was resolved not to see her. 

A servant now entered*.' Saying Dr. Craw- 
ley was tclow. 

" We had better see him," said Sir 
Kiilip ; " desire Mr. Crawlty to walk up." 

Lady AucheHy having «o inclinatiott for 
an introduction to the Crawley family, took 
the opportunity of going to the )onng 
ladies. 

Mr. Crawley had beeti apprized of the 
elopement. 
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elopement, by alfUtiSf ft-Oiti his son, and' was 
flow Come to express his cohccrfl for what' 
Had happen .;d, and to offer the btst terms in 
his power, to effect a reconciliation.' iJc 
therefore stated that as he had only two 
children, he sliotild'be able to provide for 
his son veryhaiidaonficly— *' It was my in- 
tentidti," contifltiftd Mr. Crawley,. " and 
still is, if it rtieets the approbation of thtf 
young lady's friends, to take him into p^rt" 
nership with me but perhaps," added he 
pausing — 

" Mr. Simmons and I will- talk over that 
another time," said Sir Philip : "at present, 
we know nothing of the young man's cha- 
racter or disposiiloii — ^heiliay bediSeipated— 
extravagant-^^" 

" True," observed Mr. Simmons, " and 
1 rhust therefbre i^t cftre that my daughter's 
ftirtune be secured to her." 

" Undoubtedly," said the Baronet. 

-B c. CooglcMr. 
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Mr. Crawley spoke in favor of his son, 
but was perfectly acquiescent in their plana, 
and promised to write to bim, with their 
ideas on the subject, 

As soon as the apothecary was gone* Sir 

Philip and Lady Aucherly returned home ; 

, and on their way, her Ladyship observed 

that Bath would now be very unpleasant for 

them. 

" It can't be help'd," said Sir Philip. 

" But the young ladies certainly can't 
stay here." 

" Why not — they must keep at home for 
a fortnight, and by that time, the affair 
will be blown over." 

** I should think, it would be more ad- 
visable for them to return home, as soon as 
Mr. Simmons can bear the journey." 

The 

c, Google 
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The carriage stoj.t — Sir Philip hobbled 
into bis elbow chair in tbe parlour, and Lady 
Aucherly ran up stairs to her sister. 

" Ob, Sophia," said Lady Aucherly, 
" I've gone through such a scene." 

" Pray tell tw all about it," said Mrs. 
St. Clair. 

" In tbe first place, when I came, the 
poor old gentleman — ^^did you ever see him ? 
he was once handsome they say, but now-~ 
a tall Don QuixoUe figure, in a pepper and 
salt suit, sitting in his easy chair, surrounded 
by his eight daughters, forming such a pic- 
turesque group — '* 

*'.It must have reminded you of the con- 
cluding scene in a german play," said Miss 
St. Clair. 

*' Exactly ; nothing was wanting, but a 
curtain to descend alowly : then they were 
all dissolved in tears." " Oh ! 

c. Cookie 
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"' Oh ! htfw I should have wijoyed seeing 
you comforting them," saicl Mis. St. Ctalr, 
" but where art the happy couple — ior- 
givencss I suppose was, the order of the 
day?" 

'* No, indeed, the old gentleman was 
quite stern upon the occasion ; and gave the 
girls a severe lecture ; upon which they all 
began sobbing a most doleful concert." 

" A complete octave of minor keys,'* 
added Maria. 

" And then," continued Lady AWherly, 
laughing, " it was determined that a letter 
phould be dispatched to Mrs. Crawley (what 
a hideous name it is) — I offered to pen it, 
but as Miss Simmons could write a very 
good letter Her father said, she dried up her 
tears, and having fixed her eyes on the 
ceiling, -with a long pen in h( r hand, for 
some minutes, she produced about a dozen 
lines---this good letter was then read, and 



n her father and Sif Philip seem'd to think 
it a chef d'ceuvre, it Was sent to tfie post**^ 
though I must say I thought it the most 
uninteUigible collection of words — forming 
such utlconnCcted fine senterices -^'* 

" But," said Mrs. St, Clair, after a hearty 
laugh, " it's really a very provoking affeir." 

" I should leave Bath immediately,"" 
^id Lady Aucheriy, " had I my owo 

wai— '• 

" When we get to London," ssid^Taria, 
" I shall be longing to hear ho\¥ this ro- 
maticft is to coticlude—priy let na know 
when your rtephew and niece Cranlep are 
to pay you a visit." 

A si?rvant entering to ttmxiim wKftther 
they were ready fisr dinner, reminded Lad;y 
Aucherly thtrtit tteA considetubly past their 
mual'tiour. 

..,.„" My 
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" My dear Sopliia," exclaimed her lady- 
ship, " w]>y did you wait for us — iet us 
have dinner directly." 

" Tills is not later than we dine in 

town." 

" But you should not stand upon such 
ceremony — we might have been detained at 
the South Parade till midnight for any 
thing you knew, and had they all chosen- to 
have gone into hysterics, Sir Philip I sup- 
pose, would have expected me to stay and 
nurse them," 

*' But did you find Miss Simmons ac- 
tually in hysterics enquired Miss St 
Clair. 

" Oh, DO," said Lady Auchcrly, *' that 
was Gifibrd's exaggeration ; though she 
was uttering dreadful lamentations when 
I came in, and had I believe, thrown 
herself on the bed : but come, I hear the 

c,o.^r"=' 



dinner bell ; I dare say Sir Philip is already 
at table." 

" And how does ke relish this new con- 
Bexion ?" said Mrs. St. Clair. 

** Oh — he only looks at the bright side 
»f things — he is thankful it's no worse." 

'* That is a most accommodating way of 
■reasoning,'* returned her sister, as they 
reached the dining room. 

" My dear Mrs. St. Clair," said Sir Philip, 
" I'm quite concern'd to find you have bcen. 
kept without your dinner all this time; and 
now I am afraid you'll find every thing over- 
done." 

" The soup," said Maria, " stands tbe 
best chance." 

** You're in the right," returned Sir 
PtHlip, ** pray help me to some — a very un- 

' - ^ pleasant 
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he, in a low voice, turning to Misi' St; ' 
Clair. 

" Indeed, ^ MiKp; ft gfm m*' rtaT 



Lady Ancherfy gave a Kint to dfbp the' 
subject ■while ihe servants were in the room : 
during the desert, however, it was re^ 
rfcwed. 

*' The Miss Simraonses have been »o-coii- 
spicuous at all the public places here," said 
Lady Aucherljr, " that this will be tho 
tawn'ft talk — " 

" A tifue days wonder," said Maria, • 
flichlyi 

'* That's very fair," said Sir Philip, " and 
ijtie comfort is,*' continue) he Iffia^iAg, in 
order to dispd the glootu that had Mtti«d 



ill Ladjp Aac&erlyV counterianee, " tKete 
M-e but eigtit left tt) be;niarried no*;" ' 

" Bdt Sii- Philip," said Mrs. St. Clair, 
" jftfcing apUTt, yon will rtai!y fitfd it very- 
unpleasant to remain at Balh, you-TC no 
idea what a set of tongues there always arc 
hKre-^thfcy have nothing cJsc to do, bnt to 
pty into othet people's concerrts ; and if thty 
once get hold of a story like this, thtiy so im- 
prove it, that the parties themselves would 
nwr kno^ it ; and this aflair unfortunately 
aSotds stich a hancfie m an ill-natured World, 
that there is nd saying how it may be repre-^ 
aeiitedi" 

« Well,'-' said Sir Philip, "' then m' 
must go back to Aucherly Park." 

" Tbat would be the height of itflptd*- 
dcncc,'* said Mrs. St. Clair, " my ^tcf, 
I'm sure, has your health too much at heart, 
tt> suffer yo\l td return ttf- Aufibiirly Park, 
■C^ tfaitf inblemetit seasoff." 

., co.A-^y. 
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" My dear Sir Philip," s:4id Lady Au- 
cherly, with a lenderness in her voice, " I 
would sooner undergo every possible raorti- 
fication, by remaining' in Bath, than you 
should risk your health by returning to the 
country." 

"The liir of Devonshire," said Sir Philip, 
" has generally agreed with me in winter at 
well as in, summer." 

" What think you," cried Mr». St. CIair>. 
" of paying me 9 visit ? I have a house 
twice 35 large as the one in which yuu last 
•aw me, and I can accommodate you so 
well, that I must insist upon your ac- 
quiescence." 

" You are very good, my dear madam — 
very kind — but a London journey, is quite 
out of the question." . _ 

" Oh don't say so," said Maria, " and 

you would not want for medical advice, 

for 

c, Google 



for -there are plenty of physicians in our 
neighbourhood." 

** That's an argament against you, for 
I've rather a dislike to doctors." 

*' And to apotkecariet" said Maria, 
jokingly. 

** That's unlucky,*' said Mrs. St. Clair ; 
" but consider Sir Philip, you would gain a 
double ndvsiniAge by consenting to my 
proposal ; you would escape Bath, and have 
the pleasure of meeting Caroline.*' 

Lady Aucherly caught at this, and ea- 
gerly expressed bow dcwrousshc was of 
seeing her daughter. 

*• Of seeing London you mean, I iancy," 
said Sir Philip drily. 

" You have not charity enough then," re- 
plied her lailyship, altnost in tears, " to give 
me 



nip firediX for maternal ^Secu^n-^I ini4(:ih 
wish to have Caroline under sny owp e;^ 
• for while we are lamenting the misfortune in 
Ml'. l^oiitMUft-'s faoiily, it h^s ^w^ejned a 
dread of the po^sibilitj' ofit^ .b»pp?Dtf)g ip 
our own." 

" Caroline shall follow us then, to 4(W- 
cherly Park," said Sir Philip, " 'twasn't my 
iivjsh th^t bUc 9ho(ji4 Bt^y ffy Ipag »t Mrs. 

i;:;uthi)«t:s." 

" N<K wise," reluraed her Iqdysbip-n- 
**you know it*K9SMher ff^n desif P shc s^jd 
the last half year." 

" I don't wQDdfir at it," ^aid !H»Tt,a, 
.'* Mrs. Cuthbert's such ^.g^nsiljle, agreeable 
woman." 

" How can Caroline poinc to Aiichptly 
Park ?" observed Lady Aucherly. 

" Her brother can bring her," said Sir ' 
Philip. 

« Oh," 



•' .Oh,*" eried M«. St. Ckii^ " eoccuse 
me, fafBtbiotborsflre not the fittest ekdperom 
fcM* youngs ladws on ilie road. ' 

** And Williaia's maeh too wild to have 
the care of Caroline," added Maria. .' 

-*' I ae£>ifaa arc all against me>" «ud the 
Saronot. 

" You must yield to us," said Mis. St. 
Clair, " indeed, I know you will ; I think 
Jiaee.yoa naw seated by a comfortable fire 
iony libm^, wbich^is quite at your eervicCf 
and — — " 

." You really will opt give tne tj*pe to 
thank you." 

" Only consent — and when you are set- 
tled in London, you may return thanks, ai 
your leisure." 

" "Repent at leisure,*' ejaculated the 
Baronet. 

" Now 
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" Now think,' Sir Philip," pursued Mrs, 
St. Clair, *' how Caroline's eyes will sparkle 
when yoQ surprise her with this visit." 

*' How happy 'twill make her I" cried 
Maria. . .. 

" I must have time to consider of all 
this — if we were to go— it wouldn't be 
amiss, to take two or three of my niece* 

with UB ■' 

" The poor girJs," said Mrs. St. Clair, 
" would be glad enough to quit a place, 
where they can't shew their ftcea." 

" I'm sure it would give me. pleasure," 
said Lady Aucherly, ''to alleviate the uncom- 
fortableness of their situation ; and their 
father would consider it as an act of great 
friendship." 

" I can't make up' my mind to this 

ichemc," said Sir Philip, '* and by no 

means. 
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, can I consent to make a long stay 
in London — at all events, I will return to 
the country early in the spring." 

" Well," said Mrs. St. Clair, " you shall 
have your own way when yoii get^ London, 
and we'll leare you now to thinK^e matter 
y~ over, and to fix a day fqr setting oiit." 

":.I'I1 let you know when tea is ready," 
said Lady Auch«'ly, as she left the room^ 

, ." The women," — said Sir Philip lb' -him- 
self, as he seated. himself for a nap in his 
easy chair, " the women will "always talk 
one out of ODe'S'Senses — I never knew an 
instance in my life, but what a woman 
would gain her end some way or other, either 
hy fondhng — leazing — talking, or — " bet- 
ter not' listen to them at all; thought he, 
.getting into a dpze, 

" Well," saiti Mrs. St. CLir, Unghing, 
" whatan obstinate man;_ we've had to deal 
VOL". II. • c ■ ' with': 
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wi^i : upop m; life, I sevctal times deipured 
succeas." 

" It's a chance now," returned XaAj 
Aucherly, " tiiat bo doesn't change his 
miiid to-morrow — he is at times very posi- 
tive — if he should dveaim of the new jdanta- 
lions at Aucberly Park, aed fancy be ascs 
the lilacs and laburnums in bloom, it's all 
aver, with- ui— but vhfA MB we. do Jtbout 
the Miss Sinunonses i I cottldn't venture to 
hint it to Sir Philip, for fear of throwing a 
damp upon oar jcbeme, but I can't think 
of troubling you with those girU." . 

* ** Makeyourself easy Ml that head," said 
her sister, " we can accommodate you all 

rery well." 

" YouWe DO idea" said Lady Aucherly, 
" of the trouble you are proposing yourself; 
'twould be a better plan to get lodgings." 

" Wait till you get to IxmdoD— <ccure 
one point first." " Of 



\ 
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" Of course— I never aim at (oo much 
at once ; you may rely therefore, on my 
Dot throwing difficulties in the way — but If 
I could by any means, make Aim proprae 
taking a lioDse, without its appearing to be 
my suggestion, it would be much better," 
added her ladyship, ringing the bell for 
tea. 

Tbe next morning. Lady Aucherly had the 
sttisfiiction to find Sir Philip still continued in 
the same compilable humour, and having with 
great ingenuity contrived to let him see, thatit 
wOuld be intruding too much on Mrs. St 
Clur to burthen her withmore than his own 
family, he said, " I have" been thinking, 
Mrs. St. Clair,' that there Is no reason why 
we should trouble you with so many of us, 
when ve could so easily have lodgings." 

Mrs. St Clair's objections to this plan . 
were over-ruled, and she was cpnjmilisioned 
tD engage a suitable house in her neighbour- 
hood for one moath. 

c 2 , ,Thii 
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This arrangement being at length ftiade^ 
to the satisfaction of all parties, Mrs. and 
Miss St. Clair set out for London j Sir Philip 
went to communicate the plan to Mr.- Sim- 
mons, and Lady Aiicherly hastened to un- 
bpeom herself to Mrs. Macmaurice. 

*' Well, Mrs. St. Clair is gone, but your 
fcheme's knock'd up." 

" What d'ye mean ?." cried Mrs. Mac- 
maurice, " Lord, then I suppose, it's all 
owing to the elopement ; I was coming to 
day to hear the rights of it — it's all over 
_ Bath — and they've made up such a story — 
Kitten face was here just now, and she had 
got it, that all Ttine were gone off.'* 

Lady Aucberly expttned what had really 
happened, and concluded with the consent 
the had obtained from Sir Philip, to the Lon- 
don jaunt. 

" Loi"d, how glad I am ; and when d'ye 
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" As soon as we hear from niy sister ; Sir 
Pliilip is'now goac to the Simmons's to ap- 
prize them of it, audi must call there pre- 
sently to settle which of them are to go 
with us." 

" Ah, poor girls! — ^you'd better get 'em 
out of Bath, as fast as you can — I shall be 
off very soon ; Wortbam was here yester- 
day, and brought me a letter from Mrs. 
Letbbridge; she'll be ready to go whenever I 
like, and I swear 1*11 be at Isabella's ball.— 
Wortbam's got a month's leave ; he's gone 
to London too-^Lord, do you know, we're 
all to wear mustaches ! soj^ie of *em are in 
such trouble about it — poor old Warren 
must be content with grey ones i and as 
for O'Reilly," continued Mrs. Macmaurice, 
unconscious that Lady Aucherly w^ per- 
fectly indifferent aDDut the matter, *' I tell 
him, he'll look all in flames — his fiery whis- 
kers serv'd to light a segar, and with mus- 
taches to hoot, he'll broil a beef-steak, ba 
ha ha — my boys reckon upon famous one?, 
c 3 so 
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so do Quantrcuille and Wilson and— lord 
we've several tiice men with the regiment 
now that you have n't seen — pleasant^ dash-j 
ing fellows, that drive dog-carts, blow horns, 
and asioiiish the natives; that was the go 
all last week, and now they've got Barclay 
among 'em, walking, racing, sparring, and • 
all that sort of thin^-rl should like you to 
sec Uniacke— I'll tell you what he'll do ; 
he's a famous whip— he'll jerk a 4hilling'OUt 
of his puppy-c&tti as Lethbridge calls it, and 
drive the wheel smack over it, he will upon 
my life." 

'* A most re»0«n*d explcrit V said Lady 
.Aucherly, laughing, " really your officers 
Are ornaments to the service ; glorious in 
action, splendid Id attire." 

^* Now thatS 80 Miss SlX'lairish!" 

** Bat I don't coQ^d«r it impossible for 
ft dashing oiScer to be a good soldier." 

" Lord 

c. Google- - 
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'' Lord, th^'re as bfave as lions, and as 
pleasant, good-hearted set of fellows as ever 
Ured. The only misfortune is, Mac. makes 
himself disliked, I know — his tcrrtper get's 
Bour'd wkb losses at play ; tbtn Lord Bally- 
hough's marriage was 8 great disappoint- 
ment : if he had died without children, 
Mac. would have come to the title, but now 
there's no chance of it: bis lordship has 
marfied a woman be l:ept, and has lots of 
children, and a full second course is Hkely 
to follow — so altogether, Mac's veiy irri- 
table : then he favors one officer more than 
another, and that makes cabals among'em— 
I'm sure i do all I can to pacify 'em.** 

" It*s a great pity,"' said Lady Aucbexly, 
" that there should be any disagreement 
in a regiment— the officers should be like 
brotbcre." 

*' So I tell 'em^iut some of them hava 

such fiery tempers! — a year ago, duelling 

was the order of tbe day, and at every touch 

c 4 Bud 
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and turn, they were for Bporting their ffog- 
dons — oh, sometimes they'll begood friends 
for iQontht together, then, of a sudden, 
they'll hreak out again — and Mac. isti't 
always in the right ; but of course, he ex- 
pects Letbbridge to side with him, aod 
thai " 

" My brother fold me something of this— 
but I understand the officers have been for 
a long time how, . on very good terms." 

" Ever since they came to Bristol," re- 
turned Mrs. Macmauricc ; "but it can't last 
long — such fier^ spirits !'■ 

•' You must keep the Colonel away then 
as long as you can." 

*' Oh, wheta begets to London^ be won't 
be in a hurry to leave it — he never thinks of 
going till his money has got the start of 
him — that's the etiquette" 

** More honour 'd in the breach, than the 
observance," 

c, Google 
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obfierraace;'* said Lady Aucberly ; "but 
I wish we could devise some means to- cure 
him of gaming — could n't we engage him 
out every evening, when we get to town, 
and so by degrees, wean him from the con- 
. slant practice of frequenting gaming tables — 
for there's a great deal in the halMt, and 
having no other pursuit; but if we could — " 

. ." Oh," interrupted Mrs. Macmauricc, 
" there's no hope of it ; it's rooted in him — 
he'll go out for an evening, and 1 sha'n't 
see him far two days ; then he'll come home , 
looking so haggard— and I know well 
enough he hasn't been in bed all that time — ; 
but I never ask questions." 

" I .hope it won't be so bad again,'* said 
Lady Aucherly. 

" III lell yoii what I hope will come of 

our going to Loudon — Mac's promotion to 

be aMajor-Gencval — I long lobe a General's 

lady — I didn't mudi care for being Lady 

c 5 Bally- 
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Ballyhough i And we're gtM u much as we 
want> if 'twere all spent fetriy ; bat ia a 
profession, one likoi to be at the top." 

' " You stand a very good chaoQe then*'* 

" Aye— but we must gun this step fint, 
<nd I think we shall." 

*' 'Twill put the Colmiel in good hnmear," 
uid Lady Aucfaerly. 

" Oh, by the hye, you're oot of bis good 
graces," returned Mrs. Macmaurice, "* Lord 
how could you think of kJcii^ those Dor- 
ringtons to meet us." 

" That was all Sir Philip's ddng." 

" I know Mac. can't bear Vm — Lord 1 
saw something was wrong, the niMnent he 
entered the room." 

" Well nuaage better another iim^" 
sud 



character. 35 

flaid Lady Aocherly, rio^ng Ihe bell for bcr 
carriage. 

•* Are you going ?" 

*• I'm already after my tkne — Sir Philip 
waits for me at Mr. StramonB** ; HI see you 
again before I leave Bath;'* 

" I say, mind and tell Jessy not to be 
frightened at Collier's mustaches." 

Ldidy Auchfefly proceoHed to the South 
Parade, /where she learnt that Mr. Simmons 
intended Id return to Hammersmith in a 
wedt ; and it was then settled, that Oitha- 
rine, Phoebe and Jessy should accompany 
Sir Philip and Lady Ancheriy to I^ondon. 

As I^dy Ancherlj knew there would be 
nbddfly on Mrs. St. Qair's part, she took 
care to have CTCty tWng prepared for the 
joomey. 
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Sir Philip having been in a groat measive 
persuaded into the plan against his inclina- 
tions, was not without hopes that some- 
thing would arise to ■ present it's taking 
place ; but when the morning came, 
and be actually saw all his cloaths packed 
■ up, and the carriages- in waiting, h« 
could no' longer contain his dissatisfaction. 

" It's very provoking !!' cried he, " to be 
moved about in this manner — just when .1 
had discovered the best place for my chair, 
so as to enjoy the light and fire without 
being in the air of the door — and could 
put my hand in one moment on the bell-— 
and—'* 

In thcmiddle of this soliloquy, Lady Au- 
cherly informed Sir Philip that every thing 
was ready ; and directing t^e servants not to 
go through Devizes, (where she thought il; 
possible Sir Philip mi^t ^e Mrs. Crawley,, 
and chuse to give her his blessing by the 
way] they took the road to Chippen- 
ham. CHAP. 
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CHAPTER II. 



LONDON^MODEBK rASHIOWA,BLES. 

X HE Dowager Lady Auchcrly, had been 
so much incensed ather daughter's marriage,- 
that a recoBciliatiDti as before Observed, had 
never taken place ; and her resentment 'to- 
wards Mr. SimmoDs was unjustly extended- 
to bis daughters. 

Pride, her ladyship'^ raliog- passion, had 
been (lee|Jy woundedr.by tJie coaaexion : 
Mr. Simmons, was in trade — his father, had 
gut bim apprentice to 'Mr- Griihsbaw^ . aii 
<q>yknt whote^Ie .gnocer in- I/jodon ; the- 
young; 
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young man being very industrious, he soon 
became to necessary to tbe welfare of the 
concern, that he was admitted a partner to 
a considerable share of the profits, and when 
Mr. Gdmshaw's son came of age, the old 
gentleman relinquished the btrtiness in their 
faror. 

Mr. Simmons, nbw advanced to the 
head of a respectable and lucrative concern, 
began to feel his own importance ; tbe re- 
putation of his wealth soon gained him many 
friends and by degrees introduced bim, into 
a higher circle of Bcqoainlance, where, there 
were many who would have been happy to- 
have overlooked die lowness of his origin, 
to have provided for a portionless daughter. 
Mr. Simmons was personable^ and Sir John 
and Lady Aucberly perceived too late, that 
he had gained Miss Aucherly's eifeotions. 
They did all in their power to ^eveot a 
union taking place, bat she was of age, and 
«be asserted the r^t of cho»ing for herself, 
at the expense of her f«rest*i resent*' 
mfiBt. Mr, 



Mr. SinnaoDieoiituiuediataMle ivraere* 
nd 7«m after bis marriagt^fantmeatiagtwiUi 
mimy heary kmes daring that time^ ba 
prudently retired fTDm businew to enjoy bk* 
weU-eamcd proper^, before iarthcr mufor- 
tuQca should hare Mtumfy iajuKd it. 

The tmly tnark of forgireoeu that wu 
ever ^wo by Sir John Aucherly* was a 
legacy of tea thousand pounds between lus 
grandchildren. The dowsger would never 
bear the name of Simmons mentioned t on 
the other band, Caroline was her- avowed 
£ivoarite, and at bet partioolar request^ had 
spent the cbristQus holidays with her ia 
Hanover Square. 

As Carolioe had been apprised of the 
day ber mother would arrive in town. At 
was waiting at Mrh St. Qair's, with anxious 
expectation : she listened to the toand of 
eVery carri^e as it aj^oacbed the houses 
ht^ipg it might stop— but bo, It rolled 
Swiftly («, ^eriog-a kind of iowlt to ber 
feeliDgs. 
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fesUngii ' At length ihe Mtund of more 'tlian 
bne. curiae readbed her ear->— *:' it- must %e 
then) L'' ceied Caroline,' starting ffOnY/'hcr 

■se*t, ■ - ■■- ■ '■" 

One of ^r J^ijip's servtttm arrived- and 
confirmed her wishes — in a few minutes 
Caroline wae in her mother's arms-^n a 
transport- of -joy the ■ clasp 'd her father's 
necb-^-flgain embra<ied her mother. 

Sir Philip presented her coufeine to her. — 
Caroline had seen^ very little of the Miss 
Simmonses: about four years ago -the elder 
ones had spent a month with Lady Aucherly, 
at Brighton; but since that lime, she bad 
not seen any of them. The appearance of 
the three, who had accompanied Lady Au- 
cherly to London was much in their favor ; 
-Catharint; was the least personable, yet there 
was an air of sincerity and modesty in her 
Countenance that was very prepossessing, and 
would have been ntuch more so,- did she 
not sem^-iines appear under the-dtsadvan- 
tage 
c Google 
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tage of sn awkward bashfiUneis : Phoebe 
bad an open good .humouped countenance, 
^nd Jusy was smiliitg and plajTuh these 
two were new acquaintances to-Caioline. 

Lady Aucheriyhad found Sir Philip a very 
troublesome companion on tbeirjourney ; he 
grumbled at vrexy inconTcnicnce they met 
with, and even when ihe took pains to make 
him sec how very comfortably tbcy wiere in 
many respects accommodated at tbe inn 
where they slept, he still found fault, and 
though be could not absolutely contradict 
her remarksj be took care to depreciate every 
attention that was paid them,' and when 
be was ata ^oss, behad only to use a con -- 
dusive a^ument, and contend, that tbey 
were not b^lf so well accommodated as io 
tbeir own boiiseu. 

• As tbCy drew. nearer Londo6, however, be- 
complsitted' less- of the '.trouble of travelling, 
and dwelt more on the pleasure of meeting 
bis daughter. Lady Aucberly encouraged 
him 



him in tbisi-^ had taken care to secure het 
daughter's afiebtion by every meaos in her 
power^ flDd.flfae had reaionB for wtfibmg an 
auction far Caroline ihcmld have as "fltrc^ 
a hold as possible over Sir Philip : she tbere- 
foro witnessed the joyful iaterview with in- 
finite aatisfaction ; for as £>he saw with 
regret, her own power over Sir Phiffp de- 
cline, she considered that thfotigh ihe 
racdtum of Carcdine, 8h& might still fti^ri-' 
tam some part <^her fbnner ascendancy. 

Her first object, wjw to overcome Sir 
Ehihp's resolation of living all the year in 
the country; and nothing she was sure, 
would so much tend to cfiect it, as he;r 
daughter's manying and s^tling in toW*t : 
she dreaded therefore a speedy remoral to 
Aucfaerly Park, where CataHn&a beau^ 
might attract some roan ef fortune in the 
neighbourhood; and in case her daughter 
should be doomed to a country life, she fer^- 
aav little chance of gaming her point. 

Sir 
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Sir Riilip retired to rest at tn arly bonr* 
and enjoyed a street repose» while the ddw 
dcms tccne of meeting hb daughter waa 
preteated to hi« imaginstlon. 

Though Lady Aucherly'igeoent aoqnaa- 
tance was very much decreaied owiog to 
her not having spent the four last winters in 
town, yet her oonoexioiH were such, as to 
secure to Caroline introduction to pecsoM of 
the first consequence. Besides the St. Clair 
family, Mrs. Grosvenor, and Mrs. Yorl^a 
Lady Aucheriy wss intimately acqtuintcd 
with the Courttess of Hitlingdon, who had 
for many years taken ^he lead in the fashion-, 
able world : she Was poMeased of a noott 
cheerful temper, and her manners were par- 
teetly welMH-ed and elegaat. 

Lady Htllingdon Vftfr oneof those bsppy 
mortals (for there are such) to whom CVQty 
thiiig teems formed to their wishes. She 
had been hlesSed by iMtture with a good 
understanding, a good hesrt, and ^ good 
-■' face— 
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fec6— ^rec very good things — but a better 
thing in the eyes of the world was still want- 
ing — Miss Berkeley bad no money ; but she 
wasone of fortune's favorites, and had scarcely 
been introduced in life^ before Mr. Adair, 
a gentleman of large landed property, paid 
bis_ addresses, and married her. 

Mr. Adair was in parliament ; a great 
orator, and whether he was .also bom under 
a lucky planet, or whether, having united 
himself to Miss Berkeley, he partook of the 
influence of hers, or whether his eloquence 
in the senate on the side of the ministry were 
the real cause of his good fortune, cannot 
now be detennined, yet it so happened, that. 
he enjoined one of the roost lucrative posts 
in the minister's gift — this of course con- 
ferred on him much importance, and Mrs. 
Adair now commisjced her iashioqable 
career. , ■ 

Owing to the expensive style in which- 

they lived, Mr, Ad«r bad not been able to 

lay 
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hy by any thing for his younger children i 
so that at bis death, his ratate derolved to his 
only son, charged with the widow's joioture, 
and moderate portions for three daughter^ 
who were all under age. 

Mr. Adair's death was considered as a 
severe blow to the interest of the &mily, yet 
Mrs. Adair soon recovered her spirits, and 
at the end other widQ,wb6ad again appeared, 
asthe /iVe///, piefisant, charming, agreeable 
Mrs. Adair. 

. Her son in the mean time had been mar- 
ried to Lady Charlotte- Pitzhenry, a sister of 
the EarlofCastlehayes ; this, gave her in- 
creased consequence, and the world judged 
rightly in supposing she would not long re> 
main a widow. She was not yet forty, and 
still a very fine woman ; fair, and sufficiently 
embonpoint to be in character with her 
happy looks. 

The Earlof Hillingdon, a widower wiih- 
out - 
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Dot a femtly^ was soon observed, to pay her 
great attentions, and in a short time she 
became bis countos. 

A brilliant establtsbment. was new ar- 
ranged. Lady Hillingdon set the feshion 
uidreu, fiirfijture,aiid eqaEp3{;e; XadyHil- 
lingdbn's balla were the most Sfdraidid of the 
fieason; atid triiile Lady Aucherly shone the 
brig^ltest star for beauty in ibe hemisphere 
of tiudiioa. Lady HiIlit:^d0n appeared as the 
unrivalled queen of gala balls { tilt Mr. and 
Mrs. Grosvenor returned to England from 
Jamaica, wherethey had been for soma years 
after Uieir ousriagQ. 

Mr. Grovrenor's income was reported to 
be betwan fifteen and twenty thousaod 
a year; yet' there was many a shrewd mef- 
ehaoC in the dty,^ who knew what West-India 
property was, becter than to conclude that 
Mr. Grosvenor was in the actual receipt of 
such a fortune. 

Mr. 
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. Mr. GfOK70Dor iraa deroted to extrava- 
^oce ; he aoslantiy beonie the purchaser - 
of eveiy expensive article that struck his 
£uicy, vidiout the digbtest regard to the 
price, and was tlie first to adopt cveiy new 
«nd expenMTe ^shion; in short, he was 
coatinually -spending money. Mrs. Qmtm- 
nor had been used to a great number of 
attendant* in Jamaica, which had produced 
akoidafimlatenee inher manner: she wai 
pethaps fbolisbly fond of her children, and 
had been rather led into diflsipation by Mr. 
Groivenor, than -by tbe bent of her owa 
inclinations. 

Mr. Grosvenor bad brought several bfaclc 
servants to Bngland, and for some time ^er 
his coming to town, two blacks with white 
turbans and large gilt ear-rings graced the 
back of Mrs, Gro8venor*s chariot ; but these 
wensoon obliged to give place to two tall 
fresh-ct^ourcd men, as exactly matofaed as 
their canes and liveries. 
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Mrs. Groavcnor's acquaintance was at 
first principally among- the rich West- 
Indians ; but throDgh Lady Aucberly's and 
Mrs. St. Clair's conoexiofis she was soon 
visited by all the fashionable world. Mr. 
Grosvcnor's vanity \va8 , flattered, and the 
spirit of emulation now be^an to shew itself : 
he stimulated bis wife to cdipse Lady Hil- 
lingdon, and as he .was careless of the ex- 
pense incurred, his. wishes were gratified; 
and Mrs. Grosvenorivied with Lady llilling- 
dop, to the. infinite satisfaction of those, 
wb9 save their o\Tn" pockets, yet lake care to 
enjoy the entertainments given by other 
people. 

A . fashionable contention cantinued for 
iscveral winters, 'between l-ady Hillingdon 
and Mrs. Gr.osvcnor> till a third competitor 
entered .the lists : this was Mrs. Yorke, a 
widow of , large fortune, who resided about 
four, iniles from Ijiondon ; her house was 
spacious and the grounds laid out with con- 
siderable taste': she commenced with a 
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dfjrun^ in an elegant [vavilion on the lawn 
which, was embellished with booths for re- 
freshments, and enlivened by bands of niusic, 
and though the disunce was Ijkely to be an 
obstacle to her supporting crowded evening 
parties, yet such was the fame of the enter- 
tainments at Villa- Yorfte, which were diver- 
sified with private theatricals and alfresco 
balls, that the distance was not regarded. 

"Lady Aucherly and Mrs. Yorke having 
been at Mrs Allen's at the eaine time, a de- 
gree of intimacy subsisted between tliera, 
beyond that of common acquaintances ; and ' 
Lady Aucherly being desirous of calling on 
her, before she lift town, intended devoting 
a morning for that piirpoi'e. 

■ Mrs, Yorke had resided several years 
abroad with her husband who bad been in 
the diplomatic tine, but upon his death, she 
returned to England, and. being soon after- 
i^ards left an immense fortune by an uncle, 
with a valuable collection of paintings, she 
VOL. II. D purchased 
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(purchased. a magnr^cont 'house tvhidi bad 
beenlbuilt by a nobleman, gave hthe name 
f / illa-Yorkc, and'Soon badthe gratification, 
•of baing allowed to attraat a grGaber .crowd 
than Lady HiUingdon ; [but the fact 'was, 
-instead of Mrs. Yorkers Dut-tshiQing bqr 
lAidjrebip, her uipeiiority was Tnefely-ifac 
result 'of Ji relaxation on che part df 'this 
Countess, who seeing no further ocotston 
for giving herself the trouble of such enter- 
tainnjcnis, left it ;for olbers to entertain her 
in their torn. . Her object haH certainly been 
to make her daughters the 'ftshdon, and she 
succeeded lo admiration ; her parties were 
described with more than usual e^cactness m 
the Morning Post ; the loveli/ Miss Adairt, 
the accomplished Miss Adairs, nay, even the 
the amialle Miss Adairs had been adver- 
tised in most of the pub}ic papers, in a very 
judictouB.manner; and itUnatiired people had 
whispeted, that she bad paid, in three years, 
-upwards of tw» hundred pounds for adver- 
tisements ; but with .regard to the eldiesty'the 
tacf^nce might have been spared, -as she 
. . was 
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IfMlunat? ia aapUvating tb^ young Etvke of 
Moatolieu' on bis rettirn to Englaad frQm 
German)', where he had received bis e^uca^ 
tioo, aod ih^ inever beard of tbe iovtly JS^Laf 
Adair. . . 

Lady Hillingdon's second daughter wa^ 
advanced to the same rank, by her marriage 
.with dieDiike of LauncestoQ. The youngest 
had been 'lately introduced, and as her siatexf 
-were «o splcjididly married, there wai. little 
doubt but that soinerqan ofhig^ rank .would 
oourt tbe alliance; Lady tiillingdon's furr 
4her<xeftioi«, -therefore, seemed nolonger 
required ; still however, she gave d^nt 
entertainments, and as her manners were 
very attracttvCj her . company was .much 
sought •aAcr, and Lady ApchcEly wasagree- 
ably. surprised by avisit from her, themora- 
ittg aft^rbsr Bivivt|l in town. 

'• Lady Aucherly ! hy all that's wondcr- 
■ful— I heard you were bare, biit -reoeiwed the 
news as a tremendous Ao««— for to tell you 
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the truth,'' continued the . CountesSj looking 
archly at the Baronet, •' we heard Sir Philip 
was grown so morose, that he had vowed 
never to set his foot in London again ; but I 
was sure the world had belied him, and his 
good bumour'd countenance sanctions my 
judgment." 

*' I am obliged for your Ladyship's good 
opinion," returned the Baronet, ** j-et yoa 
should not be too confident you're in the 
right from present appearances; for I be- 
lieve you seldom sec any one in your com- 
pany to whom you do not impart a share of 
your vivacity and cheerful temper." 

" It's a. very pleasant thing to be bapoy," 
' said Lady Htllingdoo, " and I alvial^s en- 
deavour to make my friends so; B'ut some 
people, r verily believe, prefer being miser- 
able." " 

: " I fancy,'* said Lady Aacherly, " you'd 
find very few incUn'd to be wretched, if any 
choice were allowed them." " True, 
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'* Tj'uc, but what I mean, is, that instead " 
of making the best of an unlucky accident, 
they endeavour to increase it : I wasdiv^'ted 
a few eveniogB ago ' a Lady wai men- 
tioning how badiy she was afflicted with the 
tooili ache ; she had not slept for thre^ 
nights ; " three nights I ' said another Lady, 
" is that all ; Tve had it to that degree, 
that I've not slept for a week !" the other" 
did not like to be outdone, and asserted that 
there never was such a martyr to the tooth- 
ac^f^lk she was ; she had lost five teeth, and 
had seven so decayed that they ought at that 
moment to be extracted." *' Good God !'' 
exclaimed her fiiend, ;determined to main- 
tain her superiority in misfortune, " why I 
haven't a sound tooth in my head [" 

" What could be more ridlculouf," con- 
tinued Lady Hillingdon, with an involuntary 
exhibition of a beautiful range of teeth, 
" more absurd, than this humiliating kind of 
-bragging, for ihey certainly appeared to de- 
rive ' ^l^are fcom a p^iblie^tion of :sui;h cir- 
, ; s 3 cumstances. 
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CuitistaiTces aS most peojUt tfortsider priiJent 
to coi^cCal." 

■ "■ r ^ (if Joftf-optnlatli" imv/h^. Stf 
Ck\y, '' dnd have 6ffeH retharttea-, (hit' pftV 
pte had rather h*vt; the' Credit Gf ftiisfort'urtM 
thc'yiannot avert, thati be 4t the trouble 6f 
appeai'ing hippy *hcnf »hey arti re#ll 
.itHstrable." 

" Thfcf4«i8,"(Afe(;rV6dSffPhmp, *'thM 
ifhtin tbey calh rtb longfef iinpOse upon lb4 
woHd they derive sofne consolattori frotti M 
Beiftg ktsCiviti, what a ftibst urifortUnite *>«*- 
K)n Mr'. Suth-A one is." 

" It confers a ibrt of irtipWlAnc*," satrf 
T^ady Aucherly, *' and to thousands that is 
a *biirc<:of happ?trt^," 

" But v/Mi cicesitH (blty H is/' cried the 
Countess. 

" Aft,bBty66Mastta6eWrtigtip@i^1e«(y 

' severely 

" c, Google. 
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flcverdy, jroa should make ^lowancct Ibr 
thme wbo- have not bees as fartunBt» m 
yaurself.** 

" The world has been very biuy>'' re- 
turned- the Couoteta, *' in miking oad out 
such a favorite wiih the blind goddess^ jet 
I really believe I have bad my t\nre efvexa- 
uans i the tFuth ii, I never Buffiand them to 
afiect my happiness, but fcarfravouri'tei ei> 
tract, if possible, some advantage from them ; 
I WFon't imrmit a trtflitig diseppAintitient to 
ruffle my spiilti, mnil hmc »>. kkiK cme-i 
UjadedagutstafiycrossacsidQrHE^ tkatJam 
Qome otf completdyvktoriottSi" 

' f* YoQ must, however^ allow," said Lady 
Aucberly, " you have experienced, in two 
dr tkree iastanceSj an uncomnton share of 
good'fonuoe." 

** Tis Tcry tr»e," returned the Coontes^ 

*■ asHl I maA ova I leilly am very b«|^, 

but it is, in a great measure owing- to rpe^ 

» 4 being 
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being determined to be »o ; pothing would- 
be 9o terrible to pie, as to be otherwise, and 
till I meet with some dreadful calamity to 
make me so, nothing shall persuade mc to 
be miserable. I titill be happy, is mymotto^ 
and I advise all my frieDds to adopt it," 

" It's very good advice," said Sir Philipj 
" and I wish my adopting it, would reUevc" 
Hiefrom tbegcAit." 

*' Ah, that's a terrible thing — I don*t con- 
lend for its efficacy in ill health ; that's quite 
another affair ; but \ find it of infinite ser- 
Tice in common cases: last winter, you 
know, all the world agreed that my mas- 
querade wa* nothing to Mrs. Yorke's, but I 
had recourse tu my motto, and laugh'datthe 
world — I dare say, but for this charm, I' 
should not have a moment's peace at the 
thought of ihe splendid ball Mrs. Grosvenor's 
to give — I'm very sorry. Sir Philip, to see 
you with that large shoe — has Bath been of 
any service to you ?" 

. ' •* Very 



X 
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. ■♦'-'Vierjr. liUfQ^Ii^aa assure four.l^clyship 
— indeed, I am never so well as at Aucberly 
Park." 

■ "Oh, foP Heaven's jakc, don't .talk of 
Attcfaedy Pftrk, at:thift tinic of the, year, un- 
less you wisji (Q tuni roe inU) a dry twig ; 
besides, at your time of life, you ought to 
Js^vas g/n^[ai*,.^h^ b^t of .u&j. U wasbut a 
ktH y<?#'A.9gq,'^tKa SirPhilip Aucbedy was 
i^Uii and »pifiis,'* .', ■/ ■, ■ ; 

" But the gout, dear Countess — " 

" Heavens I F forgot the gout, that makes 
ati alteration indeed, and I don't know what 
to recommend you. tq get rid of it but 
patience and' temperance-r^Wid pray, Lady 
Aucherly," contuluc^. tfie Countess, " are 
you to be here, while you stay in town ?" 

" Ob no, my sister has engaged a very 
good house for us, in Porlman-Square — we 
have taken it for a month." 
MAin D 5 "It 
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*• I know the house very well,'* retorned 
IdadyHilliiJgdod,"! tiatre be^n §t tnaby pfca- 
iaHt i^ixim tbeirfe, ti^d bcipe tc> tt<fc BMHe 
toore Befoft: this ifiotilh is ftp." 

" ITie ah*rt: 8(&y w* fbAi h<ef«," Ktf* 
K^ Hiilip, •* will prevfcftt Out^ bating afiy 
large party, but we shall dMyt be tiapi^ 
to see your ladyship." 
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CHAPTER III. 



CAaOLINB AND EMILT. 

As Mrs. St. Qair concluded that since 
Lady Aftcherly had prevailed on Sir Philip 
lo come to town, she would be able to detain 
him there three or four months, she had 
availed 'hersclf.of' the latitude that was 
given her, and engaged a commodious and 
elegant reaclj-rurnished house, iii Portman- 
Square, and made an agreement for en- 
gaging it for a longer time, in case it should 
be desired. 

» * c. Google 
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Sir Philip at first expressed disapproba- 
tion that the house, was so large, but after 
be had been settled in it a day or two, be 
found everj' thing arranged so comfortably, 
particularly in his own room, that be no 
longer complained about tbe spacious dimen- 
sions of the other apartments. 

" Your sister could not have suited 'us 
better- I think," said Sir Philip to Lady 
Aucherly, ** we could not have placed the 
commission in better hands.", - . 

" The situation is airy," said Lady Au- 
cherly, " which iscertainly one great point, 
and it accommodates our family perfectly 
well.'*. 

" 1 was afraid, at first," observed Sir 
Philip, " that it was needlessly too large ; 
but OQ second thoughts, I am glad of it, as 
we can now always have three or four of 
ray nieces with up." 

_ ' ■ « When 
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• " When th&ir &tber retuiiw to Hsmmer- 
smith," said Lady Aucfaerly, " I should 
think tbey would prefer being with him." 

" Oh, I beg your pardon— they'd rather 
be here ; you know," said Sir Philip, *'- as 
he's an invalid, be requires « good deal of 
their attention, ootwitfastanding he has got- 
that excellent old housekeeper, and it will 
be a great relief to the girls to take it by 
turns to coiDe bere," 

I^ady Aucherly thought herself one of 
the most unfortunate persons in the world : 
^e felt bow provoking it was, to have her 
wishes clogged by a superior will : rempn-. 
strance she knew, from j^inful experience, 
would be in vain, she was obliged therefore 
to be resigned. 

" Nothing is so cheerful," continued Sir 
Philip, ** as to have four or five smiling 
girls about one." 

Dctcst- 

c J.,...., Google 
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- Dc4««MUe, thought I>ai}y AAcheriy. 

" And here, we can aoa>taDwdate tfaeia 

so well, and enjoy the pleasure of shewing 
tfaetn B ^Uk »f the world;" 

" DoA't you ihvak your mother may tilees 
ofibnee at Noticing tfaetii so mueli^" ■ 

\ " Oo the ooritrary, I Tather' tliink, «he 
wishes me to countenance tfaiem, and that' 
the world should know such is her desire : 
bcr conduct may in this TeEpect appear 
enigitiatical, but in order to appekr con- 
aistbnt, she prefers doing them a kindness 
byproTEy, than<deviate ffDtn the ]ineof con- 
duct As bam determined to pursne." 

" It would be more noble ih bcr ladyahip, 
to acknowledge herself in the wrong, and 
c^nly receive Ibeiii ss her te^tjons.'" 

« Granted,'* said Sir Philip,^ « and 'I 
have more than once talked with her on the 

subject ; 

c, Googk'- 
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sufagect) but alas lyilt not- bear '.of , it—in 
sb9rtt til* iBortiiicBtion sbe fek at n\y naicr'* ' 
jnaniage was ao poignant, that it never 
recurs -to her mind without tfarawiog her ia 
considerable agitation, and fbebas forfaidr 
den me ever tomention the name of Simmons 
to ber ; though by distant hints she has 
dropt, I Suspect she approves of vaj conduct 
towards my nieces.'' 

" I suspect very few would approve of 
ker conduct." 

" We haw dll ouf wcaknesBts," retttmad 
£ir I%ilip, '* !|Dd periaapt, wd should not 
■tHink A> highly of ourselves, did we Iaow 
the 6[JhitHia winch others entertain of 



Here Mrs. St,C3Bir (Sailed to see hxm 
they were settled in the house, and again re- 
caved Sir Pbi%'s ^rniks, for facing txe- 
cttted ber comgiisnoa 60 well. 

" You've 

c, !Goi.igIc 
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■ •*-You'v>e not bad ftiahy vfekore yy', I 
«uJ)p(Be,'^ saiid Mr9. Stv Clair, as a darKage 
Btopt at tKe lioop,' *^ but here ia Mrs. iSrds^ 
Venor-^he's ■ all (he fashjem noW-, ■ and' of 
course ytm'll gd tb'her'masqiierade.*' 

ti servant annoiirKed the Lady in qiies- 
lion, and. Lady Auclierljr sent for Caroline 
and" the Miss Simmonses wlw were- in the 
adjoining, room. 

" Upon my word, Lady Aucberly," said 
Mrs. Grosvcnor, as the young Ladies en- 
tered, " yottE party will beqisite the pride of 
my room.' I've be^n trying; to mu^er all 
thebeautide jn. th^ ^shiohabl^, world, ind.1 
think,'., with your .assietailce, I shall bavea 
brilliant display; but you've more nieces 
here, haven't you ? Mrs. Lethbridge writes 
njcUhatjtbey irejall wrth>yod." ;1.' ,-: '." 

- Lady A^hferlyt Was: suffica^tiy trffstrei, ctf 
her countenanSd trf iepress'S'Iook' 'Of -vexa- 
tion, which this information had almost ex- 

'■'''■'. -.' tortcd, 
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torted, and lurvftying the pftrty before her 
with a kind smile, said, '.' you see all that ^ 
accompanied me to town." 

" But the others will be here in a day or 
tw»,*'8aid Sir Philip. 

" It's rather uncertain^ I bcHeve," re- 
turned her Ladyship—*' Catherine, my dear,, 
you've a letter from your sister.** 

- " She says, Ma'am, it's their intention to 
leave Bath Friday, though she thinks, it. 
probable they may be detained till Monday." 

" Oh, then, at all events," said Sir Philip, 
*' they will be here in tine for the mas- 
querade." 

*• We ■ could n't all go,'' said Lady 
Aueherly, with a private frown to- Sir 
Philip. ■ 

" Qh, tbfe more the betier/^'cried Mrs} 
GrOBVenor, " And 
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" Afld as the girls may new^ tee such n 
thing again," observed Sir Philip, ** twcMtld 
be a pity for thtm toi ]ase this oppor- 
tunity." 

" I poaitively will, nol admit her Lady- 
ship without them," said Mrs. Grosvenor, 
" tnd you'll [take a dtwrning gmcrp in 
dkaractcx." 



** We shall not be equal to any thing, very 
clever in that w^y," said Lady Aucfierly, 
**, simple characters will suit us best." 

lady Aocherly dreaded being CKpttsedin 
UH&ft ridiculthis ecnipe wkit th« Mis» Sini' 
monsea, and the mortifications at Bath were 
too recent not to make her shrink from ap- 
poarjng again in public vrkb ' saoh a iraiu of 
gtrls. A mas^uerade^ however, waft in thit 
respect less objectionable than other aiau^ex 
ments, and Sir Philip, supported by Mrs. 
QiOfveD^y .urged tJie ftoint so w*nnty, Aat 
... ■ Ii*^ 



Iddy Auoherljr was atleagi!k«b1ig»dtog;{t« 
up the cbntlcst. 



Mt-b.- D^Mflgton calttfd m Lfedy Auebctif 
as atioit Aft thti hiad of her anWai iA 
tW#»j «Htt the visit had b«eff Ataraed, )m 
tim^ did Hdt hspflen t& sfttt owb oCiidr tUk 

The t)orringt(*it() ■»€« there before L«dBf 
Attftherty, bM Eaiilf- was 4(!c]fli«d tfae un^ 
limited b«Aa«y ef tb6'^don1, but whan Ga(i»' 
line appeared, she robb«d her of baitf of hit 
admirers, and among the rest Mr. Ross. He 
hid b6t!tt ittaat vhh adatirtition at the first 
^gAtftfLadf Aiftlwri; at Bath;hshadh«wtft 
faiH CaftiJHie was equally heautiftil^ and now 
eijpatieaeed fha' tnida of the rstNiTt tlo it* 
fniiese nttmi. - . . i'- 

■■■Ttie.iimJii8iciJiqightvirf/iaiiy ^Aunberly'tf 
well- 
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frell-pAjfliprtlbtKid figure, coaimaDdcd ad; 
miration at a distance, long before you 
could distinguisii her features — and then— 
her eyes rivetted you lo her alone ; they 
were of a beautiful hazel, large, yet without 
the appearance of staring, and she. had ac- 
quired snch "skill in the management of them, 
t:hal every look appeared patu|-ai, snd in its 
plafce': she had altalnefl to perfdetjoi^ iqthc 
dft of making, ait lopk like. nature; .Her 
mouth too was under her peculiar care : -she 
had indeed a most beautiful and perfect set 
of teeth, and no one could blame her for 
doing all'in her power topreServo. them ;:but 
the Care here alluded -to, wasberknO'tvl^dge: 
ef the efiect of stnil&s. 

. - She was not, like many a^iUyi vain ■iio- 
itoan,- smiling - every minut« lo fihe<«r her 
teeth,: and never seeming happy unless' she 
cdiitd laugh for the Sfune r purpose ; lady 
Aucherly well knew, such .sMifices ,a«fe 
despised by men of sense, and hardly escape 
^' ridtcide -df^evecy ):f^ .of- iEnUoti/ vtlo, 
-■; J .■ 7 though 
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though he may.bc guUiy of the 3airie triek 
himself, will not hesitate to laugh at -the 
folly of another. . , 

' Lady Aucherly knew better than to waste 
smiles on every one, ^nd Jt was only oa 
particular emergencies, that she conde- 
scended to light-up her face^ with all the ani- 
mation which eyes, lips and teeth could 
give, to gain a victory over a fashionable 
rival. Her raanbers wo'e elegant and en- 
gaging, and though she might designedly 
pass an unimparia:it acquaintance without 
speaking, yet she did it witli such a graceful 
ease, and witha loctk ofsomuob good temi- 
.per aiid affability, as gained her many ad- 
mirers, and even those whom she. thus 
neglected and overlooked were more in- 
clined to impute the slight to accident or to 
hen being near «ightedf than to design ; espe- 
cially, as, when she iound it rconveo.ieot, 
she would inake up fpr former deficiencies, 
by addressing them in a Mattering strain of 
compliment, and with the advantage of a 
great 
c, Google 



70 Si*l0ke3*f 

great flow of 'realty l^r^g^ge, it made what 
she said appedr '>to ' prooeed innnediat«]y 
fiom the heart, while many blunde^rs in 
the Game ciixuinstances are so lame in their 
««jin'Uin«at«: tfeitt the .dUUeat , ;pe*oe' must 
«ee bb«^gh'their diegiUK. 

Lady Aucberly ^neced ;a irpom yflih « 
gaaee pecttlUrftp Iwiiself -.'shit .played owd* 
■wirii an <5kj}aiit.«aaie»TTat/ the; hisfiditof lior 
teblo she was jperhapft'tholesBtiaffocled ; her 
v^baleatGR tvasilopldase'; shewasanicaatodi 
' w'HAy, aod cocsaed to poasesa eame .»9Qte$ 
.^harm to. jndw alt hep guests ha^iy-'perbapfi 
this Bcorot loonsieted, ,in not '.tmbf .cndeaj- 
vQttFing to DM^^ hec {rleD43;pIeRssd,7i'iM Avr^ 
hut also MttA the jntehat. 

After this description, it may. natondly'bt 
8Bppo*ed^that Lady -^adhotif ^tts looked on 
jn-every company, ■ as a woman moat iosfiip- 
•portably affected, and though ^fe- was 
■sccrefly regafded' in thift'ligfht, there were 
ftw who dared to avow Iheir- seatiments, 
and 
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and these, wtrcin geiwral, such creatures 
oTboth sexes. Who, being themselves totally 
deficient in any kind of el^ance either in 
•mind or person, considered every one, who 
dif&red from their style, as affected; but 
by a happy accdmniodating behaviour. Lady 
Audierly had secured herself from b^irig 
openly branded with this reproachful stigma': 
she was sober with the grave, lively with 
ilhe TotalUe,'and-9edate wHh>the sentimental ; 
-somettmes, ctf^oeurte^ in mix«d compani^ 
fihe stood aeJwaHoe of appearing inconsistent 1; 
-but in large parties, she "assumed focb a 
-gHafded- behaviour, and could at ail times 
'make herself so faicinating, that very fc* 
'daredpublicJy'tG uttera word to herdisah!- 
■vantage, lest it should appear as resulting 
f«wn envy. 

Carolifte was thought to resemble her 
•mother in person : she was not so tall, nor 
were her eyes so powerfdi, yet they were 
darker and . betrayed more tenderness ; and 
her whole countenance exhibited such an 
expression 
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expression of intelligent animation and good- 
ness of heart that was captivating in the cx- 
■ treme : every grace which Lady Aucherly 
had acquired by study, Caroline had received 
from nature. The varying beauties of Lady 
Aucherly's features commanded admira- 
tion — every look of Caroline's reached tlie 
heart. 

Ross who h^d before attached himself to 
Emily and tbe Miss Dorrington'a, became 
inattentive to them, from the moment Lady 
Aucherly was announced. Her well remem- 
bered figure attracted his notice in the mid- 
dle of.a sentence-7-he tiesitated — attempted 
to proceed, but as Car<^line followed, his 
eyes, were fixed upoti her, and he continued 
.togaeeonthc lively intruder, till Henrietta 
Dorrington exclajmcd " Indeed Mr. Ross, 
this is extremely polite ! you propose a sub- 
ject — wc agree to listen — and. because a 
handsome girl appear^ you entirely ne- 
glect us." 

Ross 
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Ross apologized with a very ill graced — Caro- 
line was approaching — he rose quickly, and 
offered tier his seat, which she accepted with 
an engaging smile, extending her hands to 
Emily and the Miss Dbrring^on's : an in- 
teresting conversation then passed between 
the young ladies, while Ross, with his 
arms foldsd, stood gazing on the youthful 
besutka of the bloomiDg Caroline. 

The party soon attracted notice. The 
boauty of the elegant Lady Aucherly was 
the subject of much conversation, and en- 
quiries followed of '• Have y*u seen her 
daughter?" — " where is she ?"—^*' whichis' 
Mis3 Aucherly ?" while groups of young 
men pressed on to catch i 'glinjjMC oT:Caro- 
line and Emily, ., 

'^* Bithilaud," J exclaimed Sic^CseSi'r De- 
vereux, leaning ovw the should^- of ■ijwd 
John Ijennard, " they're bootifitf . Icea- 
tures." 



n Google 



74 SJiet<Ju» of 

" r thotj^ht there was ooly onc.womaD, 
whom you allowed to be beautifu]," ic- 
turDedii is lordship. ' 

■i' fKcw, but here's vtjriety: I roust get 
ai' little neayer, to 8ce the colour of tbew 
eyis.". 

" Upon. my life, Sir Canax," s»id the 
Marchioness of Arrangford, " you put them 
out of eountenancE; besides makiog -them 
'so- Tain, there'll be no enduring them." 

*' Xonr' ladyship'sin theyight, it's veyi 
yoiigito flatter young girls." 

** This iide of the room is quite a mob,'' 
observed the Marchiotiess. 

-■** And so infiuffiably< hot," added Sir 
CasEbr, " thsii I dare noLgo in another pawt, 
for ifear of tating cold." 

•• The ladies' dress," said Lord John, with 

c, ..Googfc 
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a satirical glance 9t the esposed forms of 
the dasbiHg Miss Townleys, *' t^ better 
calculated for the heat than ours." 

" Oh, it's scandalous ! " cried the Kf ar- 
chionesE, *' you see their shoulders are 
quite bar&w-^nd as for their " 

" They are certainly vcty communica- 
tire," said his lordstirp. 

*' "n« infamous I" continued the Mar- 
chioness, '* and I wonder it does not kilt 
*«ai r I saw them last Saturday, waiting 
for their carriage in the lobby at the Opera, 
and they shivered like aspin leaves — if their 
Aeo/(/t does n't suffer for it, iht'ir ckaracten 
will : I shan't be sur4)ri8ed at any reports 
Ibear — and as for this Miss Aucheriy and 
Miss O'lvkat's her name, their heads will be 
turned." 

Though all the young men declared them- 
selves dying for love of one or the other of the 
F 3 two 



70 Sketches of 

two beauties, yet the superior rank of Ca- 
roline, secured her more notice. Comparisons 
. %vere now made as they sat together ; indeed 
each served as a foil to the other : for though 
Caroline was fair, she had hazel eyes and 
nut brown hair, which gave a difFerenl cha- 
racter to her face : Emily was certainly fairer 
and h&r hair which was a glossy light brown, 
imparted a delicate softness to her counte- 
nance. Her eyes were sparkling grey, 
shaded with dark lashes : there was a childish 
simplicity in her manner, that was »ery be- 
witching; she was of a sprightly disposition, 
and her merry eyes with a playful smile 
gained her many a conquest : but though 
her face was thus beautiful, it was her form 
.perhaps, which waS most attractive. 

It is true, Caroline and Emily were botli 
beautiful figure^ and Ihe appellation of an- 
gels and divinities were on both lavishly 
bestowed; but a sculptor in designing a 
celestial being, would undoub^dly prefer 
Emily as a model : her figure' was slight, 
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yet her well-proportipned limbs were of an 
elegant rotundity, and when a child, hsr 
plump little shoulder had generally peeped 
above her frock, aod evea- now ai times, 
ardtd by the fashionable mode of dress, this 
plump little shoulder seemed much inclined 
to n^iu: its appearance. 

Caroline was conscious of, and not a little 
gratified with the admiration she excited, but 
Emily was regardless of the homage paid 
her charms : in the midst of the gayest 

.scenes, her spirits were not unfrequently 
clouded with the mortifying thoughts of her 
own unimportance ; and though the loss of 
her parents had been tenderly supplied fay 
Mrs. Lovel], yet the singular manner in 
which she had been committed to her pro- 
tection, and the care which had been takea 

' lo conceal from her, all knowledge of h/ft 
family, gave rise to various distressing con- 
jcGtuies ; consoling herself however, with 
the assurance of William Aucherly's love 
she endeavoured to dissipate ^inful reflcc- 
F 3 tions 
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tiona and looked forwards to the rfealiiation 
of her dearest wished. 

Lady Aucherly perceiving her daughter so 
entirely engrossed by the Dorrington paity, 
Atld^iUiing to exhibit her to greater advan- 
tage,, pressed through the crowd to Call ' txr 



Caroline returned with her mother to the 
ether end of the room, while every eye'Tol- 
)owed them, and Lady Auoherly triumphed 
in the audible marks of adiniratioti that 
reached her ear. 

S035 traced the elegant figure of Caroline, 
as she winded through the motley group ; 
and when the company fecroencd her fn>m his 
view, he still gaied on the spot, where he 
^d Idst caught a glimpse of her, and fatj- 
cled he still beheld her j at length awakened 
itfXa his dream, he hastened to thot part of 
the room where Caroline really was ; he 
" beheld hef in conversation with the Duchess 
of 
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of Montolieu, a celebrated beauty, — yet 
Caroline eclipsed her — ^hesaw her addressed 
by several men of rank, some of whom paid 
her marked attention — while Ross sighed at 
a respectful di«tatice> not dariii^to solicit an 
introduction. 

Lovely girl! thought he, as' innocent aa 
lovely, and yet a time may come perhaps, 
wheti you may be nolongersO. ' ■' 

While Caroline gave rise to these Eenti- 
ments in the bosom of James Ross, she was 
the object of enyy and admiration of tbe rest 
of the room. Not-far frotn Mr. Ross sat 
two ladies of quality who were warmly dis- 
cussing her merits. 

" She cannot be call'd a perfect beauty,*' 
asserted the Countess of Grey and Grt- 

ville. 

" And Ym almost sure she's rouged," satd 
Lady Garston. ■ 

" That 
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" That I ascertain, before I leave this 
house," returned the other. 

" That Miss O'Connor's skin is as fair 
again," observed Lady Garston. 

'* And she's a better figure too," rejoined 
the Countess. 

" There,'' said Laify Garston, coaxin^y, 
'* your daughters haxc completely the ad- 
Tantage." 

" Your ladyship's very good — and yoiw 
niece, Miss Furvi^, has the finest ^in in 

the world." 

" Ah, and 'tis vexing. Countess, just as 
1 had brought her out, to have, all this fuss 
. made about Miss Aucheriy." 

•* 'Tis so," said Lady Grey and Greville, 
*ith a desponding sigh — " my four daugh- 
ters," continued she, getting nearer, and 
laying 
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laying her hand on Lady Garston's byway 
ofentreating a frieildly interest, " my four 
daughters are almost m glected— it's too 
bad — and they have had every advantage, 
I'm Sure, that X could give them — there's 
my youngest, you know, she is an elegant 
i-light figure — and she came out in the siyle 
oftheMissToivnieys, but, it didn't answer-^ 
it made her look too thin, and if you'll be- 
lieve me, I overheard that spiteful Mai.- 
chioness of Arrangtbrd say, my daughter 
lpok*d like a skeleton !'.' 

•• Ah, my dear Countess-r-and the young 
,men too — I'm sure I feel for your daughters, 
when I hear them derided by sucli ill-na- 
tured comparisons as, " bag of bones — skin- 
ned ra/'iiV— but I wouldn't wish to . hurt 
your feelings with the ill-natured tliiugs I've 
heard said — the young men, are so insolent 
and overbearing ; as for the marchioness — 
everybody knows her character." 

" The men are now-a-days beconie so 
mercenary 
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mercenairy and proflig;ate," returned the 
other, " they don't look for beauty in a 
wife— no, they expect money— money is the 
cry of the day— and let women be ever so 
beautifbl, accomplished or sensible, if they 
haven't fortunes, they might as well go in 
a nunnery— and perhaps the very money 
that is received with an ugly wife, goes to 
support the extravagance of a. handsome 
mistrcM/* 

" 'Tis very true," said Lady Garston, 
calmly, considerrng herself fortunate in 
having no cause to make her sympathize 
with the counteai^ " and I'm sure," added she, 
in accents of consolation, '* those girlsarebcst 
oiFwho are without fortunes, for they may be 
•ssurcd then that they are not deceived by the 
appearance of disinterested affection." 

" Ah, indeed !" sighed Lady Grey and 
Greville, keenly feeling where the force of 
the observation was inapplicable to her 
-daughters, *' oh, there's no such thing now. 
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' as disinterested afi^ection — ^thfe world is 
quite changed — Lord how happy Lady HH- 
lingdon looks." 

** Vm sare-ahe' must be winning," said 
Lady Garstoii. 

" Oh, 1 1:00* it to my cost,'* rtturned 
the Countess in a dejected lone, " I've been 
Ibsing my money to her already this 
evening.*' ' 

" What luck she has,", observed I^ady 
Garston, " I know she — " 

, " Luck !" cried the other cutting her 
short — " she never was unlucky," 

" To think of her getting the Earl!" said 
Lady Garstmi, 

" To think of irr marryiag two <tf Ijer 
daughters to Dukes !" added the; Countess, 
raising her voice. 

r 6 ■" Oh, 
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■ '* -Oh, *tjwas beyond every thing ," re- 
turned I^y Garston. 

" Her daughters indeed !" continued the 
Countess, " such affected things — and tuck 
art ! — LaH.y Hillingdoii didn't; givp , her 
gala-balls for nothing — and I can see, very 
plainly, they expect the third to marry as 
Fell ; you see the. Duchess of Montolieu 
takes her every whepe with her,, and con- 
tinually has men parties at the house : I 
know it ma'am ; oh, you don't know half 
that's done." 



" Ah, but the men will see through it all," 
said Lady Garstop,- ■^,*' she'll defeat her 
purpose.'' ' ■ . , 

" Do look ag^in— Lard, how she's laughr 
ing- — I never saw anything so perfectly ridi- 
culous — now here's' this Miss Aucherly 
coming; Lard! what airs Lady Aucherly 
; givM hereelf." i ' 

We'll 
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** We'll see now whether her cl8Ughtei''s 

rouged," said Lady Garston. 

" Ob, 111 be certain of that," returned 
the Countess, rising and following Carcdine, 
till she stopt to speak to Miss. Dornngton, 
which gave her ladyship an opportunity of 
examining her complexion. 

Mrs..Grosvenor and a party now entered. 
The attention of the company was attracted 
by the popular name ; she was leaning on 
the arm of a lady whose 'black eyes boldly 
darted about the room, and who repeatedly 
nodded to Lady Aucherly ; then pushing 
through the crowd, joined her Ladyship ex- 
claiming, " Why you look frightened to 
see me." 

" 'Tis an unexpected pleasure," returned 
Lady Aucherly, "" I didn't think you would 
have been in town so soon." . 

*•' We only arrived a few hours ago : we are 
at 
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it my wstei'fl, next dobr, for -a day or two ; 
she proposed not to <Mnie hert to-night, but 
Lord, travelling never tires me — I like it — 
the Lethbridges are widi us, and here they 
arC' — ^wecanw op poet for Mac, to attend the 
Duke's levee to-day ; yoti know -wbait I 

Major Lethbridge met with several of his 
acquaintance, and among other* Sir Csesar 
Devcre«x, a whimsical young baronet of 
Ittfge fortimCj who esclainwfti, on seeing the 
Major, ^' Ah, Jjethbeidge !" affectedly sUir- 
ring the r, *' I'm ycjoic'd to see yon." 

" What you're come here to stare at the 
fine women, Sir Csesar ?" 

" Faith, I never saw so many bootifiil 
keaiturcs in my life." 

" What think ycraof Mrs. Macmaurice ■?'* 
said the Major. 

" Mis. 
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" Mrs. Macnumisl who^ Mrs. Mac- 
mawis ?" repeated Sir Cmar. 

" Don't you see her with Lady Aucberly, 
she's wife to Colond Macmaurice of our 
regitnent." 

" Is that her I— I tlioaght I beanl you 
call her Mrs. Magg just now — I yecollect 
oowj I've seen her before ; they used to eall 
her the Lady Deagoon— I knew she was 
militeay hy her keimson sash." 

" 'Tis one of mine ; I tent k to her." 

*' How steaynge ! " cried Sir Ciesar half 
believing him. 

" Come," said the Major, "let's take a 
" turn round the room, I've not yet seen half 
the company." 

" Ah, Lady Gawston !'* saidSir Ceesaras 
he passed her, but without waiting for a re- 
ply* 
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ply, " Ah, Lady Gawaton, your mostobe- 
dient — how chawming Miss Pawvis looks to 
niglit." 

*' How ridiculous Sir Caesar makes him- 
self," said Lady Garston to a lady next her., 

" One w.ould really think,' returned Mrs. 
MoncktOn, " that the young men were trying 
:vhidi could be m03t like a fool." 

" Oh, yovl know," ^aid Lady Garston, 
" there's a gang 6f them, with Sir Ceesar at 
tlieir head: — ^there's Mr. . Skefion, and my 
Lord EfFersham, and " 

Here Lady Grey and Greville:, who had 
been a long time attentively scrutinizing 
Caroline's complexion, came up to Lady 
Garston, and seiang both her hands, ex- 
claimed with great earnestness and visible 
vexation, " she is not rouged." 

*• You are sure," said Lady Garston. 

« Oh, 
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" Oh, quite," replied the Counteu, stifling 
her passion, " I can't be deceived — good 
"'g^^ goodniglit, I shall stay no longer." 

" I haven't seen lady Grey and Greville 
look so ill a long titne," said Mrs. Monckton. 

** Oh, poor woman !" said La;Iy Garston, 
■with an^ inward suppressed laugh, " I'm 
sure I don't wonder at it— <be suffers so 
much." 

" Ah, I understand you," retomed Mrs. 
.Monckton, "you mean about her daughters 
— she has, indeed a most anxious kiok.'' . 

" It's well known,'* said Lady Garaton, 
evidently enjoying the subject, **■ it destroys 
her rest at night." 

" Ah, and such achdmes,'' said Mrs. 
'Monckton, "asT bavebefen told, LadjGrey 
and Greville has put in practice to get them 
married." 

« Oh, 



90 Skeuhet of 

*' Ohjiord.ye^" returned Lady GAiston, 
'.^ she was always baring youDg meB home 
to petits soupertf and two or thiee were very 
nearly caught by the bait — but now, the Lady 
FothergilUare become a standing jokeaniong 
the mea'r I don't think any of them will 
•ever be married* do what she will." ' 

'* I pily poor Lady Grey and Grcvillc 
£'om ray heart," said Mrs. Monckton, *'^ it 
must be a most mortifying disappointment, 
after having reckoned upon her daughters 
marrying well — -and now for two of them to 
know what thirty is, and another bordering 
upon. it» ai»d aiburth — " 

" Such a scraggy piece of goods,*' inter- 
rupted Lady GarsttHi, *f that she will never 
go off — she's quite a Castle Spectre." ■- ' ' 

Here the twa ladies feepe so wpiked up 

that their incUoationio'lAugh'could^be no 

longer restrained, and ^ter having eiijoyed 

themselves for some minutes, at the expence 

of 
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of the Countelis of Grey and Grertlle and 
the four Lady Fothergill8» Lady Garstoii re- 
covered herself sufficiently to renew the sub- 
ject wiih *' Oh, 'twas a dreadful shock to her 
consitution^: tvhen her eldest canic to be 
.thirty.'* ' 

" And ihe hat never reoo4ered it/' added 
Mrs. Monckton, " it wears her out." 

'• (Ml," said Lady Garston, exerting her- 
lelf to the utmost to prevent imiling, •' it 
has brought on &r\ atrophy, Ma'am; any 
one can see she is going fast.** 

'* I'm sure," said .Mrs, Monckton, " I'm 
very sorry for her. - 1 thank God, however, 
I have only one daughter and she's Well 
married,*' 

** And niy niecic," n^oined Lady GarsfiOiEl, 
" stands a very good chance, for 3he has a 
bamiabme fortune/' 

" And 
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*' And that's more than half the battle," 
said Mrsi Monck.ton. 

The rooms were now very much thin aed, 
and Lady Aadberly had just enquired tor her 
carnage, when her attention waa'cngaged, 
by a lady, whom she. recognised to be Miss 
Russell, who bad been at Mrs. AUcq's with 
her. 

Fashion had jrot so deaderjed emotioiw of 
friendship in her ladyship's bosom, but that 
she reallyfelt happy to sec her old acquaint- 
ance, and approaching her with great affa- 
. bility, kindly took her hand as she oLpresscd 
.the pleasure she^^&tt'in the unexpected 
-meeting. ■::'' 

The smile which remembered friendship . 
had lighted up in Mrs. Selwyn's face, was 
iii^lowcd by a dejected IooJl, while dbe briefly 
answered Lady Auchwly's kind enquiries, 
respecting ^er family, &c. awl concluded 
with mentioning the death of her husband. 
Lady 



Lady-Aucherly perceived the subject af- 
fected her, and to divert ber thoughts, 
enquired whether she had ever met 
any of their old acquaintances at Mrs. 
Allen's. 

** I think I saw Mrs. St. Clair about a 
year ago, but it vm at a distance, and 1 was 
in deep mourning at the time; Miss Miinro 
iadead; I saw her frequently after I left 
Mrs." Allen's ; she died about teri years 



*' She had always a delicate consitution," 
said Lady Aucherl) — " you must r£coUect 
Laura Stephens, have you ever heard what iji 
become of her ?" 

** Ob, yes, I heard a melancholy, story ; 
«be went to Dublin with her aunt,' and wa» 
married very unhappily I believe — I could 
never learn the exact particulars ; but she 
lost her husband and child in ■ a very short. 
time : it deprived her of her reason for 
several 
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several years, ind I was told lately that 
she was with her aunt, somewhere in 
London." 

** If I could bear where she was," said 
■Lady Aucherly, •' I should certainly call to 
see her — she was a lovely girl, and the 
sweetest temper— to whom was bbe mar- 
ried?** 

*• I foi^et the name, but her aunt ie a Mrs. 
Milner." 

.'* It would give me great pleasure *o see 
hcp again — ^bave you ever met Mrs. Yorfcfc 
any where ?** 

" I have been so short a lime settled in 
town," said Mrs. Selwyn, ** that I have 
scarcely had-ati apporttxrntyj" 

*' Well, it so Iwijpens," returned Lady 
Aucherly, " that I am going to pay her a 
visit to-morrow— she^ll be very glad to see 
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you J do come and breakfast with me — Mrs. 
St. Clair and Maria are going too, we shall 
be a large party, and you shall make one/' 

Mrs. Selwyn was flattered by Lady Aucher- 
ly's manner) and agreed to the {H-oposal. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



VILLA- YOBKE BOND-STHEET. 

X HE habits of life, ta which Mrs. Selwyii 
bad been accustomed, were very opposite to 
those of Lady Aucherly^ she had resided 
for many years in a country town, where her 
husband had been engaged in a considerable 
manufactory. Th^ care of a young family 
tiad been alnaost her only occupation, and 
owing to her living so much at home, she 
had acquired a shyness which inseniibly grew 
upon her. 

Mrs. Selwyn's family was respectable, but 
of that rank in society which is little ac- 

' ' ' • , tS.Vf^'^'' 
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quamted wiih the great world ; Jicr nearest 
connexions however, lived in London, and 
after her husband's death, she was ptrsuaded 
to seille in town herself. 

Her circumstances were what she con- 
sidered affluent, and she lived in a style 
superior to most of her acquaintance ; yet. 
she had do wish to distinguish herself above 
them by equipage and a display of fashion, 
which her friends were not enabled to sup- 
port ; and indeed though she lived in some 
degree of elegance, she was obliged to have a 
regard to ceconomy in her establishment. 

The father of Mrs. Selwyn wasa clergy- 
man, and had been tutor lo Lord Camleigh ; 

■ a great friendship had always subsisted be- 
tween them, and upon Mrs. Selwyn's taking 
a house in town and in the neighbourhood 
of Portland-place, Lady Camleigh endea- 
voured to dispel the reserve which retirement 

. had produced* and with this view she pre- 
vailed on Mrs. Selwyn, though much against 
her inclinations, to ix)me to her rout. 
VOL. ri. G Mrs. 
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Mrs. Selwyn was of tf gentle, amiable dts- 
position ; tirmblingly alive to kindness, and 
keenly feeling every slight ; she was flattered 
byXady Aucherly's manner, and though she 
half repented pf having Agreed to go wjtb Jier 
to Mrs. Yorke's, she could not now reoiJl 
her assent. She fancied Mrs. Yorke oii^t 
think ^e pushed herself into ber recoltee- 
tion, and at any rate she would Udve pre- 
ferred not tu run ibe risk of being . (^if- 
sidered an intruder, 

Sbp ordered a coach to takif ber to Forti> 
man square, but as she knew people in such 
situatioAs were not fond o( having hacks seen 
at their doors, she alighted at the corner, and 
attended by ber seivant, walked to the hoase. 

A barouche and four and a chariot were 
driving up and down before the house, and 
several footmen were lounging at the door, 
insolently staring her out of countenance as 
the passed. 

Mrs. 
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Mrfi.:8elwyn-had boen ngood, deal awpd 
' ^ the style af company sbe had met xt La4y 
O^leigh^s t^e preceding evening, and h^ 
oAep wiihcd'hersejf At honus, \iat%hcnpff 
$p\i sbe bad to.un^go a more pAinfut trial ; 
she guessed, by seeing the carriages in. wait* 
ing, that a large parly-was already assembled ; 
at LaftyCamleigh's, the crowid .ieenisd to 
icre^n- hep£rom notice ; but here^sttothougiUfc 
I am going toenter aroom, wheretbere may 
be aSozen people ,whp njay chusc 10 .atane 
in my face while Lad}- Auoherly receivei 
me. Such thonghis were the natural cc«i- 
sequeqee of her IImIc knowledge ..of (be 
worH and as ^he ascended theatair-case, .^ 
thundering knock at the door considerably 
added to her ■fluttered spirits. 

Lady Aucherty received her very cordially, 
and said, as t-be pacty was so. Ifi^f^, ahe.&ad 
taken the liberty to order the porter to.j^**- 
tain her carriage; bflo're Mrs. Sclwyn could 
rccolkot herself sufficjently to. tell lAcfy -Au- 
'chcfly, , that rf^e miist uotceckoa on-.,i^«r 
o a .1.. , OHriiaP 
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carriage, the Duchess of MontoHeu and 
Miss Adair were announced^ and the 
whole party eo engaged Lady Aucberly's 
attention, thai Mrs. Sclwyn found it impos- 
fiible to renew the subject, -and sat wailing 
the event. 

Breakfast now occupied the company; 
some had finished and were standing at 
the wimdowB; ethers were- still at the table, 
when Lady Aucherly proposed orderii% the 
carriages to the dbor. 

At that unlucky moment, Mrs. Selwyn ap- 
peared to be the onli/ one engaged at br?ak- 
fafj, and Miss Adair, leaning on the edge of 
a pier table, pro.vokingly remarked "-t/ie lady 
has not yet finished her sandwich." 

t ■ Mrs. Selwyn immediately layed down her , 
fori. 

■ .'* I beg your pardon, my dear Mrs. Sel- 
wyn," said Lady Aucherly, politely prolong- 
iog. ^er repast. - " There s 
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" There's no kind of hurry,", observed 
Mn. St. Clair, " wc have plenty of time 
before us.*' 

" For, my pari/' said the Puchegs, look- 
ing full in the face of the intimidated Mrs. 
Selwfyji, *' for my partj I scarcely eat any 
thing at breakfast ; but I like to see other . 
people epjoy themselves." ,. •'.*,.■ 

" I've quite done," said Mrs., Setwyn.' 

" Yoo must keep, me in countenance," 
returned Lady Aucherly. 

*' This incident, however trifling, en- 
tirely ovcrtomed -what little fortitude Mrs. 
Seiwyn had been collecting;, and she now 
felt quite unequal to the task of confronting 
this cpiopany for the. rest of the day. 

The carriages being ready, the gentlemen 
were requested to hand clown the ladies. 

6 8 , ' Tb* 
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•the DuchttS artd Miss AUair drove off 
first; th((h Mrsi afid Wis8 St. Claft, With . 
Phcebe Simmons riding bodkin'; TAnjQt 
Lethbrtdge handed her sisters and Caroline 
itito tH^ barotich^, and tHeb tbbk hfs seat 
jri Sii-' Cife's^'s tandem; Tfcfc ttht^ |[fehHei. 
then were tti gb'oh hbt^back. 

Lady Aucherly \m tdiirrHg- t6 rfehiiird 
Sir Philip to send her note to ^iss Simmons^ 
and meeting the Dlike of Montdieii hand- 
ing Mrs. Selwjn down stairs, said, as she 
hastily parsed them, *' hand Mrf. Selwyn 
to her carriage, Duke-^l^hill return im* 
^ediaidy.'' 

His Grace politely Md Mrs. Sfelwyh to thi 
door ; th« barouche was in waiting, with 
one vacant seat, to which the Diike *>ai 
leading Mrs. Selwyn* wh^n ^essy who E^t 
nearest, thoughtlessly said " will there be 
room for Lady Aucherly ?" 



Mrs, Selwyn drew back, 



" Pray 
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" Pr^ coirte in ma'am," said Caroline, ' 
" wecan Riftkerounit" 

" 1 disnk. yoa" rstiirocd Mrt. Selwjm* 
" bat if you'll give me leave, I'll watt till 
Lady Aocherly returns." 

The ahkward. pause wm ftlraott tmmf^wrt- 
able; she felt what a iclitf it Ivould. h«T« 
been, had she suoimoned cdunige at brf ak- 
f^st^ to fisre acquainted lady. AucberiH^ that 
she had no carriage, or even had she hinted 
it to- the Duk«^ aa be bftndtid her down 
stai^ but « sont of prido luitoghd vif^ 
ttftriility bad ktpk her silbtit^ 

When Lady Aucherly returned, the Duke 
enquired, " in whose cacriage it> Mrs. — — 
this lady —to go ?" 

In one- moment I^d^ Auaherly glanced 

at the truth ; she had been unaccountably 

possessed with the idea that Mrs. Selwyn 

kepi hei canii^ ; eb« £aU the ifn^easant 

' 4 fl(Ui8,tieD 
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situation in which the mislakc had placed 
her, and was a little relieved by the Duke's 
sa)^ng, " would the lady have any objection 
to go in the tandem ? one of the gentlemen 
can ride." - 

** That will do," said Lady Auchecly, 
catching at the proposd, ■" :if yoii' have no 
ebjection, Mrs. Selwyn." 

'* Nonei but displacing the gentlemen." 

" Oh, my brother will be quite happy," 
said Lady Auchcrly, hastening to the tandem, 
in which stood Sir Csesar, preparing to shew 
his skill in driving. 

" Now Majaw, yoo shall see my bloods 
caper in the most gaaceful style imaginable," 
said Sir Csesar, giving his horseg gentle inti- 
mation's of his power, . which set (hem 
prancing/ 

" Sir Ceesar 1 you're t& slop,'' rociferaied 
the Duke. Sir 
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', Si' Ceesar 4nd ly^ajor Letbbridge looted 
lKick; vith cfo^ aaid I impatient couote-^ 
Dances. - I '' . 

Lady Aucherly drew nearthem, followed at 
£(.little di$tan9e'by:M^.,Selwj'n, ,w^oindls- 
tuict|ybefv4hcrladysiup explaining tbaafiair 
to her brother; but. be did not .pepare to 
obey her ladyship's request, until Mrs. Sclwyn 
dJaingu(shed' enireaties, whijcfi were en- 
forced by.'' Gt:oTge,, le^m?,;beg qf yQu'.—r. 
i' come nmv, .George,'^ — and v' yi,u musl,''."-^ 
.herspirit8.s«o.k >»itliiD herj as Sir Ca3Sar,.by 
tums, eyed h<^r, -, 8i>d his .still prancing 
h!»W9.- ■ .-; .r ■• ;■ ■■ ■ 

The evident reluctatioq .v^l|jic;b|.the M^f 
bad ai£r8i betraijied, was .ehflnged into -jo- 
Hteness as soon as he fully understood the 
matter, and jumping out with alacrity, he 
gaiIy,o£F(iretf:M!ES. Scl^yoihissest.,'. // •• 



" You'll take care Sir Caesar, how you 
drive," ^4W.I«dy.Auobe*l^,\ 



^ dh; he*4 ari.'dxofclleht *llit),*' Ci-ifcti the 

to his place, " be'll shew yoa how gratffrfullf 
bis bloods can caper." 

" Toil mtist pHy ftb triikS, Sir Cfegir," 
ti\i Lady Aachcrly,— « tiofrj fefeJi^tt; g*(» 
your hbrse 4nd fi^oW UJ." 

Lady Aucberiy afterward* fcorisidercd, bo* 
ihuch better it wotild have becii for Jes^y id 
have gohe with Sir Oiesat, arid hate givett 
the tneek Mrs. Selwyn a pltK^e in the ba- 
rouche ; but she had been so desirous of 
putting a speedy terroinatioD to their einhiir-i 
rasiment, that she had hastily adopted the 
Duke's iJi<i[k)*itiaii wlthoat ccrtisWiring whe- 
thdr a beirdr httangemeiit might have hkeA 
tnad<^. 

" Will y*te dfcine }" kaid Sit Cstoar, ai 
Mrs. Selwyn seated herself. 

" Oh, no, the! itins arte muth better ih 
^rhaDds." "Eh ?** 
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" I say the reins are much better in your 
himda." 

*■' Oh," drawled Sir Csesar. 

. Mrs.- Selwyn scarcely knew what to 
make of her ccunpiinion ; she perceived he 
was not inclined to be conversable, hut lest 
he should impute the silence to her, she 
endeavoured to «tart some subject. 

" Did you speak," said Sir C^ew. 

" Iw^soplyspeakiflg of the weather." 

" Oh— ye^-^t's» djawwuijg dpy," sawi 
he, giving his horses the whip, " you're 
not afeaid aw you ?" 

*' No,fir,",Tepli^ Mr9r Selwyn, '* pro- 
vided you miqd Lady Aucherly's Jnjuoc- 
tions." 

* Eb?" G 6 "Not 
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" Not in the least, if youll JeSt.ytror 
horses go quietly." 

*' Which of my hawses do yoa like 
belt ?" 

" The grey, I think." 

" The giey! then you don't like BewtiisJ- 
he's my faveyet." ; . ■.. ■' 

** Then Brutus shall be my favorite too," 
said Mrs. Selwyn, beginning to appreciate 
the Baronet's character. . ■. ' ' 

" I knew you'd change your mirid — I 
gave Lawd JoJm a hundred guineas for 
him — you know lAwd John LennaWd.^' 



" I have not^that pleasure.". '■ ■ ' ': 

" What not know Lawd John Lenriawdl 
—you quite surpeise me — he's a son of the 
Duke of Ulverstone." 

"I 

L, Coogic ■ 
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" I have^ very small aoqusiatauce." 

"Eh?" 

" My acquaintance is very iimited/* 

" Eh ?" 

** I'm afraid yon'rc a little deaf/ Sir 
Caesar." ■ 

" Eh, no, I'm ■ not — what made you' 
think so — it's vcye yiide, and if you say so 
again, — I've a gaaie mind to put you out,- 
and make yau waUc.*' . , , • ; . 

" I'll trusttp your politeness. Sir Caesar," 
said Mrs. Selwyo, laughing at his oddity. 

" You wouldn't h^ve law .to ^walk/'i rci-. 
turned tlie Baronet, ; .". we're almost co^^e.'^ 

The freshness of the day had enlivened 

the whde parly and they were inhigb 

spirits^ 

c, Google 
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spirits, when tbey arriv«d at Villa- Ybrke, 
where they were received in an elegant 
lounging room. 

Lady Aucbctrly tating^Mrs. Selwyn by 
the hand, presented her to Mrs. Yorke, as 
her old acquaintance. 

MrB. Yorke was astonished at the altera- 
tion vfhich time had made; she positively' 
should not have known her, and expressed 
herself extremely happy to sec her, but with- 
out looking 30, or taking any more notice 
of her during the visit, than as if she bad 
been the humble friend of one of her gocStfc- 

Ljtdy Aucbtrly fe!t somMvhat huTt at the 
manfltr In which Mrs. Yorke thought p*«per 
to receive Mrs. Selwyn, and observed that 
shfe bad Wfetlier the evening' before at l-ady 
Cattilejgh's and instantly retogtaifced her. 
•* Mrs, Selwyn," continued Lady Ancheriy, 
" has told mc a melancholy story of Laura 
** Sttjphens." 

*' Laura 
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" Lavta St^^Uiff* cried Mnt Torke, 
staring at Mrs. Selwyn. 

** You surtljr nrasl reodllMt,'* ewd Ladf 
Aucherly. 

" Ohi aye, a Miss 6tepheDfr~I know 
now^ whom you mean ; but reajly it's almost 
impossible to recollect every person one has 
seen in the course uf one's life— Xaura 
Stephens — ayej whatofA?ri" 

" She had the misfortune to lose her bus* 
band and child,", said Mrs. Selwyn, " and 
the tteeatne deranged fbrtvraer-thfee years." 

" How shocking!'' .said Miss Adair. 

" Dreadful 1" exclaimed tb6 PuohesB Qf 

Mo^tolieu. 

« And I hefted," ceDtlauad J^. Selwyn, 
" she and her aunt were obliged to let 
lodgings." . ' 

; «* DrtadfulJ;' 

c J.,...., Google 
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" Drosdful !'* repealed thp&uchess^ ' 

" Ob, if she's in distress," said Mrs. 
Yorke, my purse i& quite at your service," 

" We do not know where she is," replied 
Mrs. Selwyn, ■" but f apprehend, when 
Mrs. Milner condfescenHed -to. let lodgings, 
it was more by way of "augmchtirig her in- 
come, than as her sole dependante, i believe 
she has a small iannuity to live on, but I 
fear her niepe is entirely indebted to her for 
support." 

■'•* Ah, I'm 'Sure I'm Tery sorry for her."' 
said Mrs. Yorke. 

" What a lovely girl she was," observed 
Lady Attchcrly; • '■■' 

** Oh, we were all beauties at Mrs. 
-AllenV' return^ MrS' Ybrke. ■ ■ 

" And what uncommonfy fine light Hair 
she'hid," said Mrs. St. Clair. " Now 

c, Google 
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'' Now'l recollect," cried Mrs. Yofke, 
*' I usee! to envy her hair, but," added 
she, laughing, " I wouldn't give more for 
it flow, than. the price of a good hair cap." 

Miss Yorke, who had not yet ' appeared, 
was now enquired for, " I left Harriot in her 
dressing-room," said Mrs. Yorke — " she 
Will be here immediately," then, speaking 
tea Bcr\'ant,. *" let Miss Yorke know "we 
are here." 

** Your youngest daughter is still abroad, 
I think," said La()y Aucherly. ' '■ ■'■ 

" Yes, Arabelik is 'with' her brotheKin 
Germany." 

*' Docs she make minutes of he'r tour?" 
cnquired'Misa'St. Clair." -'■■'' 

'* She writes me a letter from ' every place 
she visits," 

"They 
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" They Must be vdty afimsing;" 

" She bM great ntrcnuges in tnirellirrff 
with Charl^V saidMn. Yorla,. <' he poiatK 
out to her every thing deserving obEcrva- 
tkui — I'll shew you wmfr d£ her letten one 
of these days." 

Here Miss' Torke wm heard running 
ilown stairs, laughing^ nitb a^ pretty }!Oung 
creature, who entered leaning on hec arati; 
and making a half courtesy to the company, 
immediately entered into conversation- with 
lord Frederick St. Clair. ... 

Miss Yorke- surveyed ihe party aa sbe 
entered with a fashionable impudence, and 
with a lofty voice, had something to say 
t» every one as she passedr by to the upper 
end of the room, where purpaaeiy turning 
her back to Sir Cassar Devereux, she began 
talking to Misa Adain. 

" Aw you affeontcd, Hawjet ?" said 
Sir 



Chafwiit. llf 

&t Cebsbt^ leaning, m tb«i bodL' of her 
chair. 

" Don't keep baring so," cried Misa 
Yorhei 

" YWi're vfey« ouef/' nid' the barooM 

" Now you don't look so haodsome as 
tiRMl/' aiinl hbi 

" Nor yob do atapid." . 

Lftdy^ Audterljr enquired who the youn'ij 
lady was, in conversation with ]u9fd Fre- 
derick. 

" Dettt fim IfflMf the liHfe WkIo*!"- 
said Mrt;Td»*«; " I'B nM;*«dWs* ytH*-* 
Constantia, come- hither." 

The 

c, Google 



il6 Skttches of 

■ 'Tlie little Widow came fbrward» with in- 
fantine grace, and was presented to -Lady 
Aucherly as the Countess of Windermere. 

Some of the party proposed a strole about 
the grounds. " It's too early lo see the 
place to advantage,'* said Mfs. Yorkc — 
" Repton has done -wonders, but. at this 
time of the year, the imagination must supply 
a great 'deal---L6rd. FtfdQricfc, . J'lr thank 
you to open that window and let us pass," 

'* Oh, it's very damp," said the Couiitcss, 
in a childish accent, as they crossed the 
lawn, and putting up:hec:little:foot to -shew 
the sole of her huff kid slipper, " indeed 
it's very damp'— pity it ■ i«j the frost is 
broken up*'* -, 

" Oh, we shall have no more skailing," 
fiaid > Miss Yorke, ** I n^^qt take losspiis over 
ag4in — D^yereux, giye me^ourqrm." " 

" Now, you look bootiful." 
■ vj; « And 

c, Google 
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" And .you agrce^blei" returned ,Misi 
Yorke. ■ ; : 

" You're an angel," said he, " and 
if you weren't miatiesB of my'hawt al- 
yeady " 

" Poob»i nonsense ! now you begin- to 
bore again," said Miss Yorke, as tbey le- 
entered the house. 

The paintings were now noticed. . 

" That's a Louthcrberg, I think," said 
Miss St. Clair, .pointing to a land Btordfi. ' 

" The feighten'd hawses are excellent," 
cried Sir Caesar. 

" It's reckoned a very good .painting," 
said Mrs. Yorke, " and here is a More- 
land, which has been much admired." 

*' I prefer the ancient school," said Sir 
Cssar, 

c, Google 
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Cassar, ttill gazing on the storpi, " when 
the painter's no more, he ]ives ki ^is 
works." 

■"You're -Very fine/' said 'Miw Yorke, 
contemptuously. 

" An& kindly sending poor 'Leotherberg 
into the other world;" 'sdded Maris. 

" What, isn't Jie dead then!" cried Sir 
Caesar, '* Oh no, now I yecoHect — ^'iwas 
Haydn I was thinking of." 

" Itboogbt BO," returned JWisB Yorite. 

"Asyou are BO fond of the ancient school. 
Sir Caesar," said the Coumess of Winder- 
mere, ** what do jou think of the Madona 
over the door f" 

" Pooh, CoBstantia, you know I've often 
admired Hawyet's Madona." 

■ " Then 



" Then lopls here. Sir Ca5»ar," CFie4'Mif» 
Torke, 

" Nq, Sir CsQs^r must nmsupe tl»s ^ne 

" Don't let them quia yoii so," f»i(j Mre^ 
York&T-the p»tmip£ft a^ all moitta in tjttijl 
room — come, let me shew the way to some- 
1Ju«e.b9Mcrrivwt^fie«i9g.'* 

f'rAlIow us .to .^ftdnMfc thii head. 9 few 
njifiute? )iWger,'\4»id,Lar^y Auebor^. 

. " It*«jMsutifu)Iy,idoae," obseriwd vC^ro 

lioe. 

*' Didn't it take you a great wihile in 
fintthing V ent^ired the Duchcw. 

. " OK no^" refilied Mis .Torke, tcwe'- 
lessly. 

" Only thiree days, I assure you," said 
her 
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her friend the Countess — " I was with her 
the whole time.'' 

Mrs. Yorke now opened the door of a 
epacious apartment, adorned with some of 
the choicest specimens of the Italian, Fle- 
jnish and Dutch schools j they were highly 
Varnished, and in tHe-most superb frames. 

, Caroline and Maria were much struck 
with a Claude, and Mr. Jones, a friend of 
the Duke's, and a oMnoisseur, observing a 
nice discrimination in their remarks, ac- 
companied them round the room, and 
pointed out the merits, peeuitariticsi and 
defects of the different masters. 

" These are all originals," observed Mrs. 
Yorke, ".hut ihei-e are some large historical 
pieces in the saloon, which are considered 
thebcst in tlie-collectionV' '. ■ ■ 

" History painting is certainly the very 
summit of the art," said >Mr. Jones, "there 
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' U so miich skill required in the disposiiioh 
of the figures, theatiitudcs, and. ia expres- 
sing the force of the passions.'* 

" You'll find some exquisite touches of 
nature in a Raphael," said Mrs. Yorke, pro- 
ceeding to the saloon. 

.'* There's your great namesake, Sir 
Csesar," cried Miss St. Clair, '.' expiring 
at the foot of Pompey's statue — don^t you 
envy him ?'* 

" Sir Gesar had rather remain in statu 
quo,'^ «aid Major Lethbridge. 

" Mr. Jones, there's Raphael's Holy 
Family." said Mrs. Yorke — "' the pjiinling 
I was speaking of." 

Mr- Jones surveyed it a long time before 
he gave his approbation, and then -pro- 
nounced it a very fine painting. 

VOL. II. H " Faith, 



] 22 Sketches ef 

" Faith, 80 it is," Bald Major Lethbri^, 
" but here are the touches of natxtiCj'' added 
he, eyeing a cold coiiation — " dwit twigue 
really looks as if it could be eaten." 

" And the fmit," cried Miss St. Clair, 
"tears indisputable marks of a great naster." 

" The Sfelon is quite a picture r Con- 
tinued the Major. 

" And as you're a man of taste,'* said 
Mrs. Yorke, " pray try it, and give us 
your opinion." 

The morning was now far advanced, but 
as it was perceived, by several hints dropt 
by the little Countess, that there was still 
one more room to be seen, if Miss Yorke 
could be prevailed on to permit it, curiosity 
and politeness urged them to overcome her 
scruples, and notwithstanding her repeatedly 
declaring she would hear of no such thing ; 
that it would not repay them for their troti- 
■ ble. 
c. Google 
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He, and reprioiandiDg the Countess as often 
aeshe encouraged theni to persist, the partjr 
at length forced thsir way into the botuloir, 
where an ostentatious display was exhibited 
of Miss Yorke's performances, from lai^e 
headj^ down to the tninute butterfly. 

A work-table painted in I'mitstion of aiar- 
He, ornometita in iimtatjon- of bronze, 
skreens, norX-baskets, &c. &o. called for 
everjt exprewion of praise, which the com- 
, pany could recollect or invent, and ** how 
beautiful !" " how elegant !" " what taste !" 
" how clasjcally designed!"' echoed from 
all sides. '' 

The work in hand was a white velvet 
auhane which Miss Yorke was painting to 
represent a bed of red and white roses, and 
had time permitled, the contents of a large 
port-folio, which the Countess produced 
would have been exhibited. 

The party then returned home : Lady 
H 2" AucberJy 
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Aucherly took care that Mrs. Sclwyn should 
be accommodated in the fcarouche, and Sir 
Csesar had the honor of driving Miss St.- 
Clair, 

As they came near town, the firing of 
the Park guns and bell-ringing announced 
some great rqoicing; and as fhejr ap- 
proached Hyde-Park Comer, a gentleman 
rode swiftly by them exclaiming, " famous 
netes .'" and '* can't stop to tell," waftcd- 
ovcr. their heads. 

" Where the devil can Skefton be going !" 
cried Sir Cgesar, Btiinding up to look after 
him; *' G- — d, how well that man tics his 
cravat !" continued he, as he re-seated him- 
self; I'd give fify guineas if I — " 

" What can this news be!" said Miss 
St, Clair. 

" Oh, I wawant/' replied he, " son:;e 
of our naval heeyoes have been tbicshing the 
*tenchmen." Maria 
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Maria. was more anxious to learn what the 
news was than s'.e chose to express, and 
ivhcn they stopt in Hai iey-Street, she re- 
quested Sir Caesar to bring the best informa- 
tion he could at Lady Auchcrly's, where the 
whole party wai engagi:d to dine. 

The Duchess of Montolieu, atid the rest 
returned to their respective houses to drcis . 
for dinner, and Lady Auchcily, after set- 
ting down Mrs, Sclwyn, ordered- the car- 
r^iage through Bond-Street, and stopt Bt 
Grieve's, where the Miss Sjmmonses hoped 
to meet with some ready-made shoes. 

The barouche and four with two out- 
riders, attracted some notice, and as th« 
elegant figure of Lady Aucherly appeared at 
tlie shop door, seveial Bond-Street loungers 
were collected near the carriage, to observe 
the fair owner. 

Lady Auclierly's vanity was flaUered, and 

gracefully, turning her head, repeated her 

H 3 orders 
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orders to the shftpman, fheri takirig' a *ui vej- 
of the whole strefet, with one foot on the 
ilepofthc carnage, she beheid Miss Sim- 
mons and Sarah with a gentleman and two 
ladies, whose appearance bespoke them to 
be persons of inferior rank. 

Lady Anchcrly hastily flinging hertelf in 
the farthest corner of the carriage, desired 
Caroline to make haste in, hoping to get 
away before .Miss Sinimons came up ; but 
that lady having quickened her pace as soon 
as she saw her sisters, reached the spot 
before they were seated in the carriage, and 
afler shaking hands with them, began cx- 
{i^aining to Lady Aucherly, that they had 
arrived the preceding evening ^t Hammer- 
smith, and that she came to town to see Sir 
^ilip and her ladyship : that Sir Philip had 
told her the purport of her ladyship's kind 
note, end that she and her sisters would 
with great pleasure accept the very kind 
invitation. 

During 

r,..., Google 
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During this time, the greetings from the 
Mt66 Grimshaws, (the ladies with Miss 
Simmoni) on meeting Catharine, Kioebe, 
andJessy, were loud and unceasing. 

" Lor love 'e, well, lo thmk of Anner!" 
cried Miss Maria Giimshaw, " your Gistcrs 
'a bein a (eUin us all about it— and we're 
^itt^ witb'em to HunmeisiQitli, to see 
your pa — so we been a waiting in Piocbrdilly, 
for one of the stages, but as there on't be 
one as goe* off miidh afiare a't 'a'ter four, we 
tfaoDght vm wDuld ^ve « Ht of a Bond-^rcet 
lounge, aniy ibis littie passet of my night 
tjbiagt don't looic. so well, 40 it }" 

This was uttered with such an expression 
of vulgar mirth, and a <^uckling laugh, that 
it became quite insupportable to Lady Au- 
cherly, and interrupting Miss Simmons, she 
requested Pboebe to get in the carriage. — ■ 
Phcebc immediately obeyed, and was assisted 
by Miss Grimshaw's brother, who acquitted 
himself Wub such an aifccted theatrical 
H 4 (•,,,1. grace, 
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grace, that several men of ' fashion _paSsing 
by, found it impossible to restrain their 
laughter. 

Lady Aucherly"« heart trembled with 
mortification, though her countenance did 
not betray it, and promising to call on Miss 
Simmons very soon, apologized for bding in 
wchahurry, and ordered* the coachman to 
drive on. 

" There they goei I" cried Miss Grim- 
shaw, as ^e stood looking after the. carriage : 
" there they goes ! who but they'; lawk, bow 
dai^y 'tis for your aisters to ride about in 
that broutch and four bosses." 

f '* And two men a hossback- behind 'em," 

added her sister. 

, " Lawks, Marier, did you see what Jessy 
had on !" 

■ " Iss _Bure — 'tis some new kick, ain't it f 
Lars 
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Lara .love'e Sally Simmons," continued 
Miss Maria, " do 'e get us acquainted with 
Lady Archerly, when 'tis your turn to be 
with her." 

" Oh, you know," said Miss Simmons, 
*' 'tis a great favor I assure you, that we are 
nnticed by her, and we can't take the liberty 
of introducing our friende." 

" Lawk o'me ! not with your own Hesh 
and blood aunt!" exclaimed Miss, Grim- 
ihavf. 

" "Tis n't her own flesh and blood aunt," 
jelurncd her sister. 

" Well if she bain^t — is she «o proud as 
all that!" 

'* Aye, I warrant her," cried Miss Maria, 
" she gave me a very rude stare when I 
curt'sied, but I sha'o't cry my ej cs out if she 
stares again ; I can give her as good as her 
own, any day." h 5 " Piay 
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" Praj dbn't tolk so loud/' utd MiA 



" Lawk!" returned. Miss Grimsbaw, 
" why 'tis all the fash, among the quality : 
we were at Cov'n Gar'ii last *eck.— " 

*' And the flay web — ** interrupted her 
brother. 

** Lawk, whst sinifies what the play 
was," said Miss Grimshaw, *' 'tweren't 
that ; I was going to mention summut. by 
way of proof poz ; and there — " 

" Lor, Hetty," exclaimed Mies Maria, 
" that young man twich*d my cloak as be 
pa^'dbyj Tom ihall coll him out — will 'e 
Tom }*' 

" Which gcn'l^man -was it," said 'her 
sister, " 'twas lUL^^isimperenoe." 

*' Why don't 'c see !- 'twashe with a yol- 
lor 
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lor Barceloner banin^rcher round li'is neck ; 
p'raps 'twas his button hitch'd ibo' — '' ■ 

** 1 see bim/' said her sister, ** Lawk, 
and there's another with a laylock handker- 
cher — ^Tom must haveone now I spose." 

** I got a old plod un at homej" said Miss 
Maria, " that'll do for him — wiU'e have'n 

Tom ?"* , 

** *Don't be chattering so." 

" Lawk, 3 will — there now— ^Lor here's 
the two Frenchmen again-^— what a ,gri- 
macing!" 

"Lawks!"* cried Miss Grimsbaw, "d'ye 
hear 'em parlez vousing?" 

" "What will they say to this news,'* ob- 
lerved Mr. Thomas Grimsbaw, " 't wonder 
whether.we shall ii&ve an illumination.", 

H 6 "Tom's 
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" Tom's full of the news," said bis uster 
Maria. 

" As full as a hegg," cried Miss Grim-- 
shaw. 

" I wish you would n't keep such a 
noise," said Sarah Simmons. 

" Lars love'e, Sally Simmons, I can't 
help it," said Miss Maria — " I can't in- 
deed." 

" lAwk !" exclaimed Miss Grimshaw, 
" look at that man a riding so fast on his. 
speckledy hoss. 

; " And how cruel,' said Miss Simmons, 
" to spur the poor dumb animal so." 

" 'Tis their divildom," returned Mjss 
Grimshaw. 

'* Lorks !" cried.MiM Maria, " I shbuld 
laugh 

c, Google 
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laugh if tho blood was . to spirt out upon his 
nice leather breeches and the crame colour'd 
tops to bis boots — Laws, what a sight of 
leather breeches there always is tn this street, 
ain't there ? why there's a hundred pair bere 
now, I do think — I say Tom, what a pity 
'tis-you ha'n't a got yourn." . 

" They bain't clean," said Miss Grim- 
sbaw. 

" Do bold your tongues, can't you^" said 
her brother. 

" Lawkei" cried Miss Grimsbaw, "it's 
hard if one mnat'nt speak !" 

Miss Simmons, who was anxious to get 
oufe of Bond-Street, was now hastening 



" Lors, Elizer, wby d'ye walk So fast ?" 

exclaimed Miss Maria, from behind, " you 

found faut with me for talking so loud, just 

now. 
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now, and I'm nwe it's wusffto tramp -on tike 
that." 

** And moreVQ^^aperby half/' t&Aed Mrss- 
Grtmstiav. 

" We don't walk fast in Bond-street," 
said the brother. 

" fVe '" repeated Miss Grimshaw, "how 
long have you been a Bond- Street lounger, 
yott cao only conie, when yon can '-ecape 
irom counter." 

** Lars love'c,** -cried Maria, as they 
cross'd over into Piccadjlly, " I Ihink there's 
a gentleman a folloring us." 

"*' l««tsf" :giggled-^MS Oi^imshaw, 
looking back — " there's two of 'em," sd'- 
ded she, turning round, while her tongue 
qiftd);d'yfepfi!d''oUt^n<t'iri i^n. ^ - 

'*' X'fl liavfe'.lhe 'tafH un," -saifl Maria, 
*' 'twill 
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'* 'twill be a very ahnitable match, I thirit." 

" Lawks, they'll hear us/* said Miss 
Grimsbdw. 

" Upon my word," said Sai^h, "I'll never 
walk out with you ^ain, if you go on ia 
this manner ; you make every one atnre that 



'* Well, we on't do so never -no more, 
ou'll us >" Baid Miss GriHiahaw— " thei%*B 
the stage — Master ! Master 1 mind four 
places for us— Lor, I gee 'tis young Cloud's 
to drive." 

" Oh Tom," s^d ' Maria, " if mttun 
Hancock calls, -make my aptdogies for oof: 
walkii^ out w^th her." 

*' You can 1*11 her where we be gone," 
said Miss Grimsh&w, *' and you can 'nK^it 
hcr^mrself.** 

« Shukey'U 
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" Shukey'U like that better p'raps!'* said 
Maria Grimshaw, as she got in the coach. 

Bond-Street had happened to be more 
crowded than usual, and Lady Aucherly's 
pride was so keenly wounded by the bare 
possibility that even for a moment, the 
Grimshaws might be supposed to be ac- 
quain'anccs of hers, that she hcarlily wished 
herself safe at Aucherly Parii. When the 
carriage drove on, she enquired who the 
young women wrere. 

" The Miss Grimshaws," answered Jessy. 

" 'Tis very unpleasant, ma'am," said 
Catharine, " and Sarah told me s'le was 
ashamed to walk with them ; but my father, 
expects us to be so friendly with them, that 
we can't be as reserved as we could wish. — 
My sister came (o town to see old Mr. Grim*- 
shaw, (heir grandfather, and afterwards called 
on the Miss Grimshaws, and they invited 
themselves for a night to our house — my 
sister 
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sister couldn't refuse; but they are to go 
home to-morrow." 

" They appeared very vulgar young wo- 
men," said lady Auchcrly, " and I hope 
while you are with me, you will take care to 
avoid them, if by ill luck they should chance 
to come in our way." 

*' They arc so pushing," said Phoebe, 
" thcre'fl'no shaking ofF.theiracquainUnce ; 
they will be intimate in spite of all we xan 
do." 

" 'Tis very provoking," returned Lady 
Aucherly, '* when people will not be 
affi-pntcd." 

" That's exactly their mother's character," 
cried Jessy — " she is such a fat, good hu- 
moured, vulgar creature — and will be sa 
free — I believe nothing could persuade her 
that her officious civility is disagreable in the 
extreme, or that her -company is unde- 
sirable." , . '*, There 
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.".There are siich . mortals," ' said Lftdy 
Aucherly, " then your father arrived .iftst 
night, and your sisters must have left Ham- 
mersmith, before, my note got tbeite' — and 
hpw- did ihcy corns to towp (has jnorniiig ?" 

"In one of the slages, I suppofl?,!' i«- 
plicd Phcebe. 

" In one of the stage* !" 6S<daimfid Lady 
Xucherlj'j ^'.and by thaiBH^Jten !!' 

•' Oh," said Catharine, *' we think np- 
thing of it, we are so used to it." 

pQraont who ak totally unacquaiji ted with 
the convenience of a stage-coach, may be 
as much surprised as i^ady Aucherly was 
shocked, at- hearieg of two youiog ladies 
going in one unattended ; but when peopltr 
have resided for many years in a ooontry 
town, where the females of t^ facoily hane 
ofteti ioaoA the necessity «f availing thctn- 
selves of a st^e-coach under the protecticm 
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of a ohftper-on, a brother^ Or ficme male 
friend, Sec. tbey soon get reoonciled to go 
alone, and be^n tu cooBtder it a kind of 
domeMic establishment ; they become known 
to the coachman, whom they almost look 
upo^i M tbeir own servant^ and o;rcouriie» a 
sort of protection to tboal; ao that ft^m 
habit} the Mis$ SimmonseSt though in many 
respects superior to this node of traveling, 
did not cdottdar it* b^ fiay ineaoB dei- 
grading. 

Mias fiammoDS and - Ssrdi left Hamraer- 
amtth flJ3out twelve o'clock, and did QOt ar- 
rive io i^«■t^^an-s^Iu*re till after the party 
had set out for Villa Yorke : after sitting for 
flijtne time with Sir Philip, they went 1^ 
their father's desire to sec Mr. Grimsbarw. 

This old gentlcmaH was upwards of eighty 
years of age; he had ever maintained a most 
respectable t^aracter, and to faim Mr. Sim- 
mons was certainly indebted for his present 
independence, 

Mr, 
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Mr. Grimshaw's son however, was a very 
opposite dispositioi^ : he was mean, selfish, 
and contracted in his ideas, and having mar- 
ried a woman of low birth and vulgar man- 
ners, their children were brougl'.t up with 
very illiberal eduotions, considering the 
fortunes to which they might look forwards. 

The two daughters, who were now about 
five and twenty, had been sent toa third 
rate boarding school, in the neighboarhood 
of the metropolis, where they got a smatter- 
ing of French, dancing, &c. but as at this 
school, they met with girls of a much infe^ 
rior situation in life, they had acquired) by 
associating with them, a vulgar articulation 
of vulgar phrases, which being accompanied 
by vulgar manners, rendered the Miss 
Grimshaws as inferior to the Miss Sim^ 
monses, as they were to Lady Aucherly. 

The brother too had- been at some low 
school in the city, where he had picked up 
a little iatiti, just sufficient to make him 
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conceiiecl ; he was now in his father's 
counting- house aad becoming acquainted 
with young men of his age, who were 
city beaux, Tom Grimshaw soon acquired 
a («8te for dress ; but instead of looking 
lilcc a gentleman, he was oflener taken for 
the maker of his own deaths. 

In a Tcry different manner had Mr. Sim- 
mons educaiLil ills daughters: he had a 
liberal mind and a generous heart ; instead 
of looking out for a school where his daugh- 
ters might receive superficial accomplish- 
ments at a cheap rate, he made a strict en- 
quiry for that seminary, where the greatest 
attention was paid to health, morals and the 
improvement of the mind ; and when they 
left school, they had the advantage of the 
best masters to keep up their accomplish- 
ments; but from living so much at home, 
the Miss Simmonies could not be expected 
to understand every minutia of modern 
refinement sulHciehtly to please Lady Au- 
cherly. 

Mr. 
c. Google ■ 
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Mr. Simmons was never above avowing 
that he owed his "fortune to the elder Mr. 
Grimshaw, and always looked up to him 
with the utmost respect ; and as he treated 
his son and the rest of the family with the 
greatest friendliness, he expected his daugh- 
ters to follow his example. 

The MisB Grimshaws took advantage of 
thisi and exercised a sort of command over 
the Miss Simmonscs ; if they, met with any 
opposition, they had only to complain to 
Mr. Simmons of being treated slightingly, to 
ensure them success in carrying any point 
they had in view ; and the Miss Simraonses 
being their genteelcst acquaintarices, they 
were always anxious to have some of tbcin at 
their house. At first, the Miss Simuionses 
felt a repugnance to so much intimacy ; yet 
they durst noishtw it, well knowing the 
MiSs Grimshaws would not fail lo accuse 
them'of pride : by degrees, the vulgarity of 
their city friends became less glaring, and 
as they went with the Grimshaws to the 
theatres, 
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theatres, and other public places, and to 
private parties, tliey became mofe intimate 
with them than the difference- in their man- 
ners seemed to wartamt. The ti«»e however 
which they had lately spent with Lady A«- 
cherly completely opened tlieir eyes ; what 
had been before scarcely observed, now 
struck th«m with double force, and they de- 
termined for the future to exert a little more' 
adf-i-mporcance and represss the intruding 
familiarity of the Grimshaws. 



Miss St. Clair made a hasty alteration' in 
her dress, and htirried her mother to Port- 
man-square, eager to hear some particulars 
of the news which had just arrived. Good 
God! thoHg^ Maria, while a whole nation 
rejoices at a triumph of prdaably, inconsider-- 
able glory, and transient advantage, how 
many wretched individuals- arc there, de- 
ploring 
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ploring the joss of the dearest relatiTCS— 
while these reflections occupied Maria's 
thoughts. Sir Ceesar made his appearance, 
and repressing her anxiety before her mother 
and Lady Aucherly, she carelessly enquired 
what information he had obtained. 

" Ohj about the news you mean," said 
the baronet, " I heard all about it from a 
feicnd of mine — Lawd EfFawsham — you 
know Eiiawtham, don't you— he's coming 
here in the evening. I think he.hai the 
most famous pointer! I ever — *' 

" Bui what intelligence have you gained ?'* 
interrupted Maria. 

" Oh, aye, tieu — we've beat the Fiench 
fleet." 

*' That I haTC already heard — but the 
particulaJB Sir Csesai" ?" 

" Upon my life, I don't believe anybody 
knows yet." " I 

c. Google 
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" I thought,* said Miss St. Clair, rather 
pettishly, " yoa said yoa h*d heard " all 
about ii.'" ... 

" Well, bat one can't yecollecl eve'yi 
.thing one hears — I ihiiik, EfFawshim told 
me that we had barnt a ship of the line, 
taken twomore, and deove oiFtheycst." 

" But' who is the hero of the vic- 
tory ?" 

" Upon my hoiiaw — " said Sir Cseaar, 
pausing," that has escaped ray yecollection — 
let nic ficc — 'twas T-avvd — no, Admiyal: — 
what was his name— gad I've rawgot." 

" Every thing, but my Lord EfFcrsham's 
pointers," cried Miss St. Clair, provoked 
at ,being unahle to learn so interesting a 
circumstance : since from that, she might 
ascertain whether Charles Macmaurice had 
been in the engagement. 

VOL. II. 1 " Why 

L, Coogic 
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*' Wily wliat*s the odds," said the baro- 
net, " we^allhtar all in good time, and 
it's quite enough at first, to know there 
is such good news." 

"Sir Qesar tS inclined to husband it," said 
liady Aucherly. 

" By way of consoling himself for the 
badness of his memory, " returned Maria, 
who prudenily forebore questioning the 
baronet any fartler, and was obliged to ap- 
pear content with the t]n satisfactory infor- 
mation she had extorted from him, till the 
arrival ofthe Duke df'MontoIieu and other 
gentlemen of better memories than Sir 
Csesar, when she learnt that the victorious 
fleet, was that with which Charles Macmau- 
rice had. sailed, and though the victory-had 
been glorious, the loss on 'our side was very 
considerable, 

To Maria the news was fraught with fear : 

there could be but little ^oubt that Charles 

Mac- 
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Macmanrrce had been in the engBgrmcnt ; 
she wdl knew his undauotetl courage would 
expose him to the grcatcit dangers, and ap. 
prehensions for his safeiy shook, her delicate 
frame. 

She had, ahnost unknown to herself, che- 
rished a tender remembrance of the iiile- 
restrng sailor : there was a certain meaning 
in his manner of addressing her, that she 
would fain attribute to a p;irtiality on his 
pSrt ; but nothing, he had said could she 
interpret into a certainty that he loved her — ■ 
yet she indulged a hope that this n.ight be 
the case — and while stich were her thoughts, 
his'cieganc figure w,is naturally htfore her 
eyes : with delight did she recall his maiily . ^ 
coun'lenance, where sense was blended with 
' good temper ; with pride she dwelt on 
his character, which, though farfrom fault- 
less, displayed an energy of soul; while art 
insinuating softness in his manners had 
gainedhcr aiFcctions. 

12 To 
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To the rest of the company the news 
gave cxcellcHt spirits, v\ hile Maria was 
obliged to force hers, to disguise her feel- 
ings, and as the victory of our brave tars be- 
came the general topic of conversation, she 
found hcrseif compelled to join. 

" I have to thank, your lordship," said 
Maria, to Viscount EfFersham, " for eome 
of the particulars of the news to-day." 

" Me!" cried his lordship, " I doesn't 
comperhcnd you — this is the first time I've 
had the facility of seeing you to-day." 

*' AVhat you still sport your strange at- 
tempt at beii>g witty !' said Miss St. Clair, 
" hut Sir Ceesar Dcvereux certainly men- 
iioned your lordship as the source of the 
informatiou he gave me — didn't you Sir 
Cassar ?" 

" Yes. I told you eveyi thing that EiFaw- 
iham told mc." 
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" It's quite unposMble," returned' his 
lordship, *' that he could'have given ^ou a 
perforate account, for he was' infinitively 
niore consarned about a brace of pointers I 
had with me — Sir Cfcsar prefers good dogs 
to good news." 

*'I doem't wonder/* said Lady Hillingdon, 
hniDOuring the viscount's affected pbraseo-; 
logy, " that Sir Caesar was bo unaccuraie, 
for your lordsliip really puzzles one to com~ 
perkend you — don't you think Miss St. 
Clair, we monopolize two of the most enters 
tainiug beiugs in the room ?'* 

" Indeed it goes against my conscience in 
these scarce times," said Maria, " your i 
lordship must divide your attentions — youl,|| 
really expose me to the envy of all my 
sex!' 

" Now you makes me vain," cried Effer- 
sham. 

13 " Fainert 

c, Google 
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■ "'Vomeri you should have said,- for vain 
■yoii -werc'ljefore.'' 

" I defies the whole world to prove me 
89 — all 38 I sayp,, is a« this — " 

" How yidiculoos 'tis in you EfFawsham," 
cried Sir C^sar^ *' to goon in this manner, 
Eomebady will think, perhaps that you don't 
-know any better — yon should ccmsider-lhene 
are seveyal steayng^rs here. " 

** Upon my Hfe," exclaimed- Lady Hil- 
.lingdon, " you are i-oftfe a great deal tOQ 
ridiculous, I have humour'd you as long a» 
I could, but I can boar itno touger." 

" How have. I affeunted you," said Sic 
Csesar. 

*' By an absurd affectation — last winter 
yoo used to ring the r itt if there were a 
dozen in every word.'' 

" Well, 

L-, Google 



\ 



Ckuractcr, 151 

*' AVJeli, but isn't it greater folly rn Effaws- 
liUTi,tothinkit wittyto ipeak badiEcgilish?" 

" You arc equally ridiculous ; besides the 
absurdities now adverted tOi you are both 
cgregiouslyafEttcted^ bat if you must i^rt 
singularity, talce a hint frorA one a few years 
older than yourselves, and be polished gen- 
tlemen—and there are two or tbree friends 
of'yoiifs, to whom you may if you pteaser, 
oommooioate my adfioe : for sorely if aifec- 
tUloA'be oeuEufed in a woman, it betoines 
disgustingly- intupportable in a man. I 
Would not speak my thoughts so freely," 
continued the Countess, " but that I know 
you are very young men, and possess more 
sense than you have been willing to. let the 
world give you credit for." 

" How you talk!" cried Sir Csesar, 
'* Lord, there's Wortham ; I didn't know 
he was here — I must go and speak to him." 

•• And mustn't your lordship," said Miss 

14, ,,,„,..L. St. 
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St, Clair, "go and speak to Mr. Wortham,t3r 
some other friend, who has been here thi« 
half hour without being seen." 

" You quiz one away," cried the Vis- 
count, as be turned on hisiice! to follow Sir 
Ceesar. 

Miss St. Clair weary of the restraint which 
company imjips^ on her feelings, was glad 
on her return home to retire to her chamber,, 
and meditate on the fate of Iiim who had 
threntire empiic over her heart. 
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CHAPTER V. 



THE MOENING VISIT. 

J. HE next day^ Lady Aucherly sent her 
carriage for the Miss Simmonsesj agreeably 
to thepurport ofhernote. The Miis Grim- 
shaws were not yet returned home, and on 
their seeing the barouche arrive. Miss Maria 
exclaiared : 

" Lors lov 'e, here's pleasure for all of_ 
you — here'i a nice carriage for*c to ride 



JM Sietckeiof 

" I'm sure," said Miss Siinmonj, " if it 
were our own, I should n't think of going in 
it, while you go in the stage." 

" Lawk o' mo, never you mind that," re- 
turned Miss Grimshaw, " we'll go in one 
of the coaches as sets down in Paul's 
church- 'ard." 

" And then we sha'n't have fur to walk,'' 
added her sister. 

The Miss Grimshaws waited ai Mr. Sim- 
mpns's garden door, by which the stages 
passed, and having hailed one which had 
two vacant seats, they were soon conveyed 
home, and were so full of the pleasures of 
which the Miss Simmonses wene about to 
partake, that they could talk of nothing 
else. 

** And there, mother," said Miss Maria, 

*• they're going to a masquerade to-morror 

night; and they're to take it in turns to be 

with 



with 'Lady Archerly while she stay* in- Lun : 
non — andthere^thty-Il go abotot wiihher." — ' 

" Ami lilfcc bbnrtd/' ctied Miss Grlm- 
sftaw, " Lady Afcherly will give a billl of- 
summut." 

" And "'tis a thousand pities but wfeat we 
' wd8 acquainted,*' added her sister, " fiar 
then we might come itifor soitife of it;" 

*' Add 'twouM' be so nat*ra!,'^ returned 
the other, " as -we know the Simmonses 
so well." 

" Veil dears," said Mrs. Grimshaw; 
** and if they has such pleasures and fine 
acqoaiMerhces aiwl ■ what niot!, ybu'irh^ve 
better^ foMifis thart' atty t>il 'cA." 

^' aWttbir^iothe fcaritj's ««iHh -two iff 
the bush,'' cried Miss Grimshaw. 

" We see Lady Archerly isterda^, nio"- 

I e L. CoogL- tber," 
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ther," said Maria, " and she's one of tbe 
topping ones I can aesure 'e." 

Tom Grimshaw corroborated this account, 
adding that her ladyship was a most beauti- 
ful woman. 

*' She's.one of the scarnful ones then," 
returned .l^liss Grimshaw ; " she didn't look 
Tery gracious on us, 7 can tell e." 

" Because ,you haven't called on her," 
sud Tom. 

" Laws, what should we call for 1" cried 
Maria. 

" What an. absurd question," returned 
her brother, " as if you .didn't knoWi that 
people never^'^now one another in the great 
worJd, till calls h^ve passed between 'them." 

" Lawks then, that was it, as sure as a 
.gun/' observed Miss Grimshaw. 



Otaracter, 1 57 

" I shouldn't wonder," said her sister. 

" And why shouldn't you call," said Torn, 
** people of our fortune r" 

" Oh, do"e, do 'e call, mother," repeated 
Maria. 

" Of codrse she must,*' returned Tom. 

" Vellrfow," said-Mrs.- Grimshaw, " and 
if now Tom, I had a rnind to call, Vhen 
ought vun logo." 

•' The sooner the belter, of course ; and 
as her stay in town is so Jimitcd, you ought 
to go this morning." 

" Laws, ah I" cried Maria, " and tfacn 
' perhaps Lady Archerly may ask us , to her 
rout ; as the Simmonses said they dare 
aay'd she'd give one." 

** And who knows," said the mother, 

c, Goo^lvperbaps 
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" perhaps if I vas to give a bit of a hint, 
she'd take'e to the masq'radc vith her." 

" Now, pfay mother," said Twiii *' don't 

you go fishing for invitations — 'twould let 
Uf down so — '' 



" Do leave me alone, child — as if I should 
go bolting it outri-do you tAink thy rofether 
don't understand trap you ninny — I shall 
give ahintia a circuoiliendibus fashitju-^I 
hat a cotnpacity— " 

" You know you might say," said Miss 
Grimshaw, " that " 

" Teach your granny to inok hcggi, 
, Hetty," interrupled the mother — dont 'c 
, bother so — 'I thini'l tnbws what .I'm about 
loo, so-yeu nfc«dfi't put in your hoar." 

" 'T would be disagteeabk/' said Toin^ 
" to appear as i( we came begging — it had 
better be let aldnc— Onless you could —" 

L L."Wipiy 
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« Thy mortitr's no fool Tora, k»Te it 
to ply manargement and you shall see — if 
you hain't a Tom i'W/, huh 1 huh I hub I" 

" Haw! haw! haw!" reiterated both 
b«rdaughter6. 

" Hqb I huh! buhl" coonnued th« 
mother,- with bet hapds reding od her 
clumsy hip^, " huh I huh ! huii 1 'tain't 
the fu&t time I 'a made- a boMpu^-aad it 
can't do no hano to try— I shall put a gpod 
face On the business — and you'll see ! cooie 
chillern, (be soonder we be dress'd the better, 
hub ; hub I huh !'* 

" Well, you needn't go on laughing so," 
said Tom, " I sayi mother, you must ask 
them to dinner, or supper, or — '' 

" To be sure I shall,'' rettimed Mrs. 
Grimshaw, " and vtiat ou'd it be, if v? 
was to ask 'em for some hev'ning next veek, 
and have a fiddle ?" 

i--,, ,■>*^Laws. 
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" Laws, ah !" exclaimed Maria. - 

" Lorlts, but what'll father say/' cried 
Miss Grimshaw. 

" You leave that to me," said the mo- 
ther, " he's stingy enough o'conscience ; 
but vhen his pride is up, he don't 'mind 
spending a few pounds extrarnary— ve on't 
say no thing about it to Ac, fill this here wisit 
is over — and I war'ht'e 1 11 manurge hitn— >■ 
BO now, you go your vays, and dress — and 
dont'e be howers now.'' 

As old Mr. Grimshaw occasionally ac- 
commodated his son's family with his car- 
riage, Mrs. Grimshaw dispatched one oKlhe 

- porters to beg the loan of it for a few hours ; 
and she and her daughters having dressed 

'themselves in their best cloalhs, without re- 
gard to what was proper for a morning 
visit, slept into the oM chariot, and drove to 
Portman-Square. 



,- Tom 
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Torn lob, dressed himself in his Sunday 
deaths : one of his six best cravats adorned 
a neck previously bandaged with several 
soiled ones, belonging to an inferior set, 
vpbile his high shirt collar erect, concealed 
the lower half of his check. His leather 
breeches were fortunately clean, and strutting 
tinder the conscious importance of a head 
covered by a Cater — a pair of legs encom- 
passed by a pair of Hobys, and a pair of arms 
dangling intheloose sleeves of a coatee made 
by Dietrichsen and Clark, Tom flattered 
himself he most strike every eye ks a firft rate 
blood; but Tom wanted the , liabitual esse 
of a man of fashion — a constant anxiety, 
without judgment, to appear elegant and 
graceful, gave a stiffiiess to every action : 
his figure too was against him — he was but 
five feet three, and in spite of his attention 
to manner, he could not conquer a trick} 
which some short men acquire, of raising 
the chin with a little jerk, as a prelude to 
a bow — his walk also, seemed to indicates 
wish to increase his height^ for every step 
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ije t(K^, lifted iam from the ground higher 
than neceasary. 

Amcnigihis fiiends^ Tom GriiBsb«w was 
Accounted a handsome fellow, nor can -it be 
denied thib he bad losv: preten&ionfi to this 
enviable distinction^; but unfoFtuQittcly the 
' expression of bia couatieaaACe wa»<dacidi£dl]r 
vulgar, and eveR bis' iLoice had ' a certain 
turn-iait, whtchwaBiHOt liko-a'^nUetBae's 
voice. 

The chariot could not nceommeK^te all 
of thetn, and not ch«»««g h> run the risk' of 
. jotting spla«hcd by wallung' ihrougb the 
city, Tom set out a^aoqn.ashe tvas rcudjr 
in a hack; bijt at>xiou8 'to exhibit hibieelf at 
the We-st^eod of tlie town, he ai^htted- in 
Piccadilly and pro<ieaded with secret 'exulta- 
tion to Portman^SqMare, taking every oppor* 
tunily by the iLHay,:of surveying bis person in 
the.^op windows, particularly where [date- 
glass an.d dark'gopdeconcurred'io f»«or bis 
vanity s and aboyt^&^l others, bc' tbuod 'hat- 
ters' answered the' purpose beat. , It 
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It would be natnral to.sufipose that Tom 
' Grunahaw wouliL have waifed for his ma- 
tberand.sietcrs, but afl I>e held their man- 
ners in no small coirteinpt, while on thb 
other hand, he entertained ihe highest opi- 
nion of his own, he imagined that by ahew- 
iQg' himself first, he.cotild eesUy, by his 
fashionable appearance and- oonve«sation> 
prepossess Lady Aucherly in favor of the 
othsr faranohes oF his family:, under fbJS' 
impression, having determkied to inteodnoe 
himself alooe, he. walled to and fro ia 
Orohard-Strcet^ to coosider, b^ way o£ Tt*- 
iiearaal-, of approprotft^seches oci^thoOBC^ 



I must be free and easy, thought he ; nci- 
tbec too pp^ng nor ' too $by— then I can 
IftUtr.^ about bigblifQ^ifl-ha)d-tho«£fa|t;of 
tt i.ntiaaie> J cDuUl hare'read the Moram^ 
Post to-day — however, no matteri 

I shall addresa jher ladiy^ip, with a re- 
spectful air—" yoiiD: kdyship I prefume 
goes 
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goes to ihe new opera," — then, let me see, 
lean ask. her opinion of the Catalani, — but 
then I shouldn't know whether to say Cata- 
laini or Ca/a/oH<nt— some other'll be 
best — 

" Your ladyship finds the Farisot as 
charming as ever ?" 

Then, may be she may ask me to be of 
her party at the opera — delightful, to be able 
to say, I was in Lady Somebody's box at the 
Opera— ^butjl must keep up my consequence, 
I won't appear to catch at it, as if-^I can 
pretend I -am engaged to dine with Lord 
Somebody — 

•** Your ladyship's very good, but 1 dine 
with my Lord — no that's to-morrow— I shall 
certainly do my^self the honor to escort your 
ladyship— r-" 

But if she should ask me what Lord? — 

oh, but she won't, and I could easily turn It 

oflF 

L, Cooglc 
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off — then I must say something smart- to 
Miss Aucherly— some little compliment. 

Devil of it is, motherll come, and spoil 
all — I must endeavour to engage Lady Au- 
cherly's attention,, that she mayn't listea to 
her low-.Hfe ways: but there, 1 know how 
'twill be— when I'm lolling genteelly in my- 
chair, chatting with bcr ladyship, mo-- 
ther'll be for putting in her oar — if she calls 
me Tom, I shall faint — then she has got! 
such a vulgar way of smiling — and goes tel- 
ling every body I'm just come out of the 
measles — and of course they all stare in my 
face — I can't bear it. Then sisters will go 
chattering foolishly to Miss Aucherly — 
knowing nothing of fashion, or what's pro- 
per lo say. 

" Well, I must do away all that," said 
he, approaching the house, and making him- 
self as tall as he could, — " and now for a 
dashing knock," — but before Mr. Grimshaw 
is introduced to Lady Aucherly, it may not 
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be amiss to enquire how her ladysbip was 
engaged. 

Miss St. Clair had skpt but Httle, and 
thinking she should beroorc lifccly to gain 
furlter particulars of the, engagement at 
Sir Philip's than &t hoine,.itt>e set out at-- 
tended bjr a ibotmanj-and tvalked to Foft* 
man-Square : she was overcakferi ' by I/ird 
Jtihn Lennard, who accotspanted her to the 
bouse, and took the opportunity of paying 
atvisit to Sir Philip. 

;On entfring the drawing-room, they 
fo'und a large piwty assembled, cmvsisting of , 
Major and Mfs. Lethbridge, Lady Hilling- 
don and her daughters 5I»3s' Adair and the' 
Duchess of Launceston ; the laiier hatiiig 
arrived in town the day before, from her 
seat in Yorkshire, where the Duke had 
spent thp Glffismias^holrdays in true old 
Bnglish hospitality. 

Miss Simniiona. and her sisters were not yet 

arrived 

• L. Cookie 
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arrived, but w^Miss St. aair •tood at erne 
of the window^ with Lord John Lennftrdand 
Loitiy Ilillingden, the barouohe stopt. 

" Here are the Miss Simmonses," said 
Maria. 

" Looldng BO blooming," added Lord 
John. 

'* Mrs. GrosTtnor/' Mid La^ Aoeherly, 
" has insisted on my taking th«ni to her 
ball, and I'm sure I wish to give.them every 
jrfeasure." 

Catharine, Phoebe and Jessy went out to 
receive their sisters, and Caroline followed 
' them, knowing her father would be pleased 
that she should give her consins a friendly 
welcome ; but being well aware that her 
mother would not like tO'havesuaha-troop 
of .young ladies enter the. dfawing-»rootn, ishe 
took them to her dressing-room. 
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*' They are really very fine young wo^ 
men,'' said Lady HilUngdon^ as she sloo<d 
observing tbcm.- getting uut of the car. 
riage. 

" They want a Utile manner," observed 
Lady Auoherly. 

" Well, but," returned the CountcBS, 
*' we every day, see so many young women, 
with too much manner, that l-think it in 
their favor to have too Ijttle.'* 

" So it is," said Lady Aucheily; " they 
are very good girls — and such sweet tem- 
pers — " 

" Ah, that's every thing," cried the 
Countess. 

** They are a charming family,"' conti- 
nued Lady Aucherly, " so fond of each 
other— so happy among themselves. ' 

" Delight- 
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" Delightful !" e±claimed her grace of 
Launceston, white her uho)e attcniion wns 
engrossed by a little Diitchpug. 

" Then they are so accom(.iisird," pur- 
sued Lady Auchcrly, " and bo attentive to 
their father " 

" That's an excellent lialt in a young wo- 
man's character," said the Countess of Hil- 
lingdon, taking a scat near Lady Au- 
cberly. 

*' By the bye," said Lord John Leonard, 
" I had the pleasure of witnessing a mcri- 
ing in Bond-Street, yesterday, between the 
sisters, and they really seemed ready ta de- 
vour one another with joy at tlic ren- 
contre. " 

Laily Auclterly was vexed that Lord John 
had observed the party, as sliu felt conscioDS 
fthe had treated. the Miss Sjmmoase's with . 
some rudeneija, and fcarirg hii lordship 

■\'0L. II. K might 
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might concUlde. that the Miss Gri^fi^baws 
WtTepw't of tbe Simpions fwnily, ihf> re- 
plied, " there were two young woflieu witfe 
Miss SimmoRs, who were unknown to me — 
your Igrd&liip surely, did not n)\s\ikfi them for 
my nieces," 

" I had no idea who they might be,"- re- 
turned Lord John, " or thp bqw w,ith them. 
Ii waaat a^ahpp opposite, with, the Marqijis 
Qf Haugliton. ^nd I, never s^w. a mao sq 
direrled in my Ufe." 

'*■ I haven't ih& pleasure of hii. acquain- 
tance," said Lady Aucberly, vhil^ his exact 
imitation of Martha's *•■ ^unt Simtnom", 
'at the CSifion ball, flashed on her recollec- 
tion— ^" but I sni glad he can be to easily 
amused." ; 

" Gad, we staid out the whole affair — 

'twas so immensely whimsical to s^ the 

young cockney with his hat off displaying 

his car-rotiy crop, and handing the ladies 

int» 
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into the. carriage, with audi a theatrical air. 
We afterwards found he was a brothar q£ the; 
two elcgpntes who were withyour nieces.^ — 
When youT carriage drove off, the Marquis. 
would cross over and follow them ■; they were 
fiiUofjoBC liidyahip'^ looks, and higjjiy-aiii- 
maicd vil'vh Ibc g?ielj oQ ike siTeet. Their 
Yoice yvas what diverted the. Marquis — ' 
g^d,, ba laites them off exactly — the very 
tone,, and. articulation — he's an eotoallcnt 
zaifoic-" 

" Can't he contrive to turn it to a better 
account," said Miss St. Clair, ** than ridi- 

ijiilipgljjfiraQnaLdcfeQt." . 

*' Qh,..gad hc'^ tpQ incpnsidaraie to think 
of rthai—rl couldn't persuade him to return- 
tilirhe.had bccb the girls ssfe/iato one of the 
Hajnm^i'Sflciilh stagfs." • , ' - 

Ii(ejc, the ai)p!,'ftFaiwe QfJeg^y, wh«* eogld 

not resist Returning to ihe gay party in the 

drawing-room, put an end lo his Lonlship'B 

K 2 discus- 

c. 'Google 
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discussion, and as his name had been taken 
in to Sir Phi!i|j, the baronet soon after 
came in, and " hobbled to an easy chair by 
the fire. 

" This fs very kind, Lord John,'' said Sir 
Philip, shaking him heartily by the band^ 
and thanking him two or three time; foC 
the visit, '' this is very kind — and bow is 
the Duke? we were college friends — tboV 
he was some years ray senior — I often think 
of the many happy hours I spent with 
him." 

Tbe baronet then indulged himself in 
two or three favorite anecdotes of his ex- 
ploits at College, when he was interrupted 
in a most interesting part of bis story, by 
a servant, who throwing tbe door wide 
open, announced Mr. Thomas Gnmsbaw. 

" Who?" said Sir Philip, " what does 
he want ?" 
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The -young man entered to answer for 
hitDseir, but as the eitcouniering of so large 
a party bad not been taken into his calcu- 
lations, he felt completely awed, notwith- 
standing his vaunted courage and good 
breeding. 

Jessy was astonished at his. prenimptton, 
and hastened to'a window, where she" en- 
tered into conversation with Miss St Claif, 
to avoid being claimed as an acquaintance 
Vy the city beau. 

'* Have you any business with me, sir ?" 
enquired Sir Philip. 

"- Sir, I've done myself the pleasure of 
calling " 

•' Sir, you do me — — " the baronet 
paused. 

" I hope you are better, sir," said Mr. 
Grimshaw, 
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" I am but indifferent, sir." 

A silence of several minutes ensoed. — 
The yflung man sat erect in his chair, with' 
Ills eyes on "the ground, endeavouring to 
muster up one of the many pretty speechcB 
he. had conned; but all in vainr—his in'e- 
moiy refused to supply him, antfthe coriv'ic- 
lion of it, completed his confusion ; but by- 
^*ay of not being motionless, he, settled tlie 
frill of bi» shih, so as to display a large gold 
broach, with hia initials in a cypher— he 
now blowed his noK — put one hancl for a 
irioiuent into his bosom, then with nexvous 
agitation quickly felt the' sides of the seat 
f>( his chair, and in short appeared in a 
truly uncomfortable and pitiable situation. 

At length .a thought occurred, " has 
your ladyship Leen an airing to-day ?" 

Lafiy Aucherfy was engaged in coaversa- 

■ tion with the Countess, but haughtily turn-. 

ing her head, she rested her large eyes on 

the 
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■ftb MiJShmg cttuhtfen^ttiie of Mr. Griiittsftaw, 
«fti3iftShteittt&hi(fated%B " Sir!" 

■ *' Mv. Grinisdft," said M^or I^thbftiage, 
-" Jb vfery eiiJciotife to km** whether you 
haffe betn an airing to-day of not ?" 

Jftr Iddyship bow«fi srrd bdhtibxied talkiBg; 
to the CoUnMss, wtiose dimpling chedts 
B«tray&d b6t- stfAng iaeii^tibfl to iBagti. 

Another pause ensued, tilt the weather 
aff(»ilied & ftlibfbct fdi- Mr. Griihishaw tp 
^tart ; but Lady Aucherly was not attend- 
ift^ 10 hhn, <Wd Sir Phifip "sift lo^ttt^ ytrj 
cross in the fire. 

" ftfei tl'fiMsfdhfe *^&tlS (6 yttUT 5ady- 
atHpf^'BUd ^ M^kjai'. 

, Lady AuoSerly gave a look of fttiquirj'. 

Mr. Gri^-ij-Grindstone obstfrvcB what a 
tirrj^ Bnedinyit is." . 

K 4 I^dy 
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Lady Auchcrly could not refH^ss a smile 
■while she bowed to her brother, but took no 
further notice of the mortified beau, who, 
after a longer pause, uhich he found im- 
possible to conquer, rose to take lca.ve and 
siammcred out, " ray mother and sisters 
intended their- — tbemsctves the pleasure to— • 
of calling — I've been waiting for them, as 
I expected them here • before this time- 
but 1 suppose there's some mistake, at 
they — " 

" Very likely," said Major Ixftbbridge. 

" Good morning Sir Pbilipj" said Mr. 
Grimshaw. 

*' Good morning to you, sir," returned 
the baronet, half raising himself, and ring- 
ing the bell wilh one hand, while his chair 
under the pressure of the other, moved se- 
veral inches rut of its place ; and his feet 
scuffing' up the hearth rug, occasioned a 
surt of bustling importance on taking leave, 
Kme- 
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somewhat inconsistent with the coldness of 
the' reception. 

Tom Grimshaw's. exit was followed by ■ 
a burst, of taugtitcr. front the whole parly, 
which, with iheir noisy observations on hia 
manners, prevented- their noticing a carriage 



' "Dieir mirth howiever was in a few minutes 
checked in, the height of its violence, by the 
reappearance of the subject, accompanied 
by his sisters and a squab figure of a mother, 
whose fat seemed to float on her bones. 

" Lady Arcl^grly," bejfan Mrs. Grim- 
shaw, " my daughters and self hopes to 
have the, honor my lady of your 'quain- 
tcrncc— that's Sir Philup Archerly, I per- 
pomes," added slie, squattmg her buoyant 
{airf\ into a'chair. " Sir, your bumble," 

*' Madam,'* returned Sir Philip, " I have 
not :the honor of knowing;, you, but I hope 
T see you well." - '-■' Pure, 

L. Coi.igIc- 
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« Pure, thanfc>, »it^ 1 bad tfte rheirfft** 
' tjs tcrrerb'le bad about a month ^one— bttt 
thank god, I'm pure and hearty now.'* 

' " J imagitie madtm, saidXady Aucherly, 
with flhaught]' compear*, - '" we osnnot bs 
the persons ibr whom ^^^ bcmor of Ihif visit 
is intended." ■ ~ 

" Laws so ! Lady Archwly," cried Mrs. 
Grimshaw, with a smile that raised "her ufi* 
per lip like a curtain, and displayed half an' 
inch afpufty gums, from which her moHlad 
teeth could scarcely be distinguished, owing 
to a coating, resembling various coloured 
mosses or lichen. " Lasss mafisy, why 
bless 'c my lady, you fcnows to bo sure wh» . 
we be I our name's Grimshaw ! and Sip 
I%ilup'8 0wh sister that's dead and gone^ 
married my husbunt's partner as was— that's 
the connexion you know — and Toih," con- 
tinued she, turning to her son, " have you 
made your father's apolorgies for not cal- 
ling? — ^you see, m^y lady, this Is Mr. Q.'i 



Ghdrdclef. i'fQ 

btiSy tiihe or he ou'd a called; but there, 
*6Ve been \Very' unforlnit in oaf faiiiefly 
\viili tillness lately — t was laid up you 
tntiw— Ihcrt old Mr. 6 d' tiCeh tiiti ^htj 
Mr. Salmon our head clei'lt died a few dAj'6 
agone, 'twas wery molloncholly — you see, 
l^atti is but jufel cotttfe, out of the measles, 
dnd wneli he <vd8 ^6 bad livitli it, Mr. Saliiion 
\Vdu1d coTnC a'rt^ndihg hiiVi arid he catcli'a 
• it dl*Toiii^-Wh n« ftaf iiow— 1f"on1 was quite 
%tctt afbtfe t)06^ Mr. Silm6fi siclcen'd.*' 

" Andthci'fe *lVrh's afeaffl to go to bed," 
cried Maria, giggling, " expecting Mr. 
SalnioB to'coitoe in his ilii-bud." 

" Wh'at nctnseriSfcr exciaifat'rf Tom, 
swelling with anger, and endeavouring by 
family winks to correct his mother's and 
sisttJr^ iDehavloLif. 

^ LasSd ttiasSJ !'' tried Mrs. GririisTiaw, 
**" *hat a tVajS [liis hefc sqii^cir is Oorii our 
hend of the town ; I had no idear how" fur 
'Crf^." K 6 . /' 'Tis 
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" 'Tis a monstroshus way," said Miss 
Grlmshaw, who ba(l%ever ceased talking to 
Jessy in an audible whisper, much to the 
diversion of the company, ** but the situa- 
tion's very pleasant.", 

" Oh lawk, iss," returned the mother, 
" 'tis a nice hairy sityvation, and I was 
never here afore, though born'd and bred 
in Lunnon, 'tis, so fur, you see,- my lady» 
from our reserdence, and so I sent our Jem 
with my love, to borry old Mr. G's charrot, 
'cause I'm tvery ttmidousin a hack." 

" You bad better take something after 
your long ride, Mrs. GrimsbaWj'' said Major 
I^thbridge ; " let me help you to a glass 
of wine.'' 

*' Sir, you're wery purlite — I've no ob- 
jections ; indeed I vas going to beg a draught 
of Lady Archerly's small beer — and to Say 
the truth, I could eat vun of them there 
bislues." 

*• Wouldn't 
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" Wouldo't you pre^r some of that there 
cake V said Mrs. Lethbridge. 

" No, thank 'e ma'am — 1 like U, but it 
don't like me" cried Mrs Orimshaw, .wiping 
her face with a faded silk handkerchief^ and 
spreading it over her lap. " Sir, you're a 
gen'leman," said she, as the Major handed 
her a^glass of wine. " Oh law 1 if I han't a 
flopp'd some of it on tlie nice carput— better 
ring the bell for a dirty cloth, hadn't *e-- 
needn't say nothing about it to t,ady Archer- 
ly, 'cause she'll make a fuss p'raps. Here's 
my sarvice to 'e ; Sir Philup Archerly, yoar 
better health— Lady Archerly, our better ac- 
quainternce — that Lady next you — and the 
Ijady in the purpleVwclwut — Jessy, my dear, 
your father's health, and your aunt Simmons 
and sisters — Hetty, M'rier, ffly love to'e— - 
Tom " concluded she, nodding to her ■ 



" Laws, 1 forgot to drink Miss Arcberly't 

health— is that Miss, Archerly ?'' enquired 

Mrs. 
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sal lolling on a sOhbnttt^^Hng'dlterMlci; tX 
the mother and daughters. 

" Ma'am !" shH Mis* AdSlf. 

" Bag pBt'ff, M»s, yi I'V* rrift'dS tf miS* 
tifcfc" 

** Yoa pay nse a great c6*np)i*ftrfil 'Hi. 
tftlttng'iiAe for Miss Atfeliftrly j iiVy saAiS i^ 
Arfaiir." 

"■Oh/lawk, Jiow fKlitl&rfj MisS^i-iVdlif paf *■ ■ 
don.;- bttt theve, j'oimgf-viU>«ri dd h«)*ef m, 
ao.th^ greo'S up, its i'tniMi ilrrposs^FUIS to 
tpov* vma . (twik the t'odJ^r^'^iid Thtfilft a 
&eedMis« Asohorly ^mec-i-Wid tftM^gSffj 
vfeen ydii wris ihercj lAdf Atdhcfty; *?#B 
yoar littiefijtits, awd LreGaltdSt&prtttyMiss' 
Car'line, and her brothers and sisters tdd- 
dling along, and your good man ("olloring 
.'amaboBt, s© h^p)*. seiSrtiingly-^Htmgfe sfie 
wwJwt a llfil© ettfUf tfiwi, nwt hi*i)e:' ncr 
> llie 
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410 tfMfc^-dbd I t«()t»t]etiU<¥otiv We vr:» both 
«QUsiii «<ftimui^v«;y Md Ml*. Q. laid a 
Vflgirf vVlth Dfth'et tfencofck.-iWy brtrthw'IftW, 
fhafa d«ad and goni^^ t1^*t^tii'd be in th6 
. straw lusr-^Ao yaii'VAsf MrH thiiti^ts when 
X vent vhb^ ^r tfetfr Btlly (hat'd goM to 
Heaven-wyou had a iHtte ^tly too, ttUd^^ 
you ha "n't a lost him, iny Lady, hav« *« ?— 
my poor dear little soul died in the small 
|x>av", 

" Whfitalow V^c destb)'' said <be'£)^beB< 
of Lsuncescon aside, thougfi in the hearJH^ 
of L«dy Aucherly, xvWb Mts. €}ridiskH4r 
coAtinueid, ' 

** Vuti o*yoUt-n died in tte stHall postoOi 
I think-«-'tA«as a little maid, Vasti't it, .jJdof 
little dear ; yoa must 'a b^irnddi gObd-mahy j 
for I used to hear from the Simmonses how 
often yoir was' fhlt to 'bid/ altid thei-e' I used 
to joke and say you bred like-fl'raWjaiv"' 

It wasnowifliposAb'fe tb''lfee(v6«0Hft'&ugh- 
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iDg, and the p^ty ettbe window, ^ive way 
to it without restraint, which focmedsucha 
whimsical contrast to the gravity ofSlr Philip 
and the cold hauteur of Lady AuQhprly, who 
had merely replied by bows to Mrs- Grim- 
shaw's volubility, that her Ladyship wat 
obliged to use the utmost efforts to ke»p her 
coontenance. 

Mrs. Grimshaw sat silent, with a placid 
good humoured smile, while the daughters 
jCHoed in the laugh, and Tom endeavoured 
by the family wink, to give his mother a hint 
that it was time to go, which she interpret- 
ing in a different way, returned the wink, 
by way of letting him know she understood 
him, and added another, as much as , to say, 
you ,slu]l see how 111 manage things — 
" Jessy, my dear, whcre's jour sisters ? * 

" Do step and tall 'em we be here," sjpd 
Miss Grimshav^. 

. " Ah, there "s.a love do,", addf^d her mo- 
.ther. Jessy 

c, Google 



J^ssy obeyed, with a determination of not 
again making ber sppeaiancc 

** I longs to aee Cattern and all on 'em," 
■aid Mrs. Grimsbaw, " and as for Hettjr 
and Vrrier, tliey be so hovcijoyed as your 
nieces be bome again, nothing can be like 
it — they be like sisters yuu know ; and there 
they slept . with 'em last night, and there 
your coach or what it is, cam'd and toofc 
away the Simmonses to all manner of plea- 
suring—and I'm sure 'tis heart- breaking 
to *em, for 'em to be parted so, just a'ter 
a habsence — such friends they be, to b6 
sure— ^nd I ver'ly b'lieves my girls 'ou'd 
go thro' Tater or fire and smoke to sarvo 
anyof your nieces my lady — and 'twill spile 
all their pleasure of going to this here mas- 
q'rade without my girls — but there, that 
can't be — tho' iwould be but two-rand Bo. - 
friendly " 

" Lars love 'e mother, we can't aspect 

Lady Archerly " 

, « No 
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" No sure," righed Mrs. G^misha'w, 
" Ah ! dears, asd if you wwtogOj («ii*m% 
should be spared to set 'c off — you should 
Jmvethe blast of clo«hi-MWHi trery ilhftig.. 
I'm eure, iCl wn-goii^ to lake mf gttls tt> 
WaiixhfiU' or anjiwhcic, i siicAild think it 
eruti not to take ibeir 6iend« «lbtig «4tih 
'«l»**-bot ifeefe— ■" 

. '* You diJn't Bce Ih* diffiwenoe, laotim^" 
said Tom, " bettveoo' ^nrets' partite mad' 

. *' I«s I do chiM^—/ do-44bf -Hiotfrer's tap 
Isblk Toftii as I told 'd oxike -abit: t»-dcip» 
wt)^ ive Vas takiog ^l tiiis loter, sayb ii 

*' iHtlited itwlbCT, ji*u ^uitb ttiiStfepcVittil 

" Oh ! what I'm a liar then ! Hetty ! 

M'mt ! d'y^ h^r hUa ! you Wds by, ^d '11 

stand me out, for you 1»th"Di4 "fe kfi«w!*we 

did 

r,v-, Cookie 
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rfi"d settle, how .*e'd atl matiage ; tkas * 
compacity.'and I knows very veil i/hjit Tttt 
about I'om, and I dares to say Lady Ar- 
cheriy #(11 '^\nk ot ^f KiVls, *fitn she 
gnes htr rottt or *lMt *tiiJ to be." 

*' We shall not forget thbiA," ttbstWtd 
Iiady Aucherly, with a look which the Grim- 
ihMvs'did'nbt utl*^st*nil 

■■ ""fheteTotirr' s^ hisTiHitheV; ■" TtA 
. iriV6' Aey^*bc fTkiii to wait oft! ttiy 
lady — " 

'■ "-i-Ttot 'W<)ili'riM-iciflei''rfw ftCs* (Jritn- 

(haws, who gaining courage, enitarouted-*** 
enter into conversation with Miss Adair, ■ 
but receiving for a reply) ■. & <ten* «id a 
" Ma'am!" they addressed themselves to 
Mtv LstWMd^; Avho mHtFCfod itbedi -vtith 
fftetvtrtrahMd poVketitm^ wbiob the. Misil 
GriiDshaws (did not ferbmrfc wte iirterided 
for a quiz, and feeling further encoui^g&dy 
began to be quite at home — " Lawk !" cried 
,. , Miss 
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Miss Grimshaw^ " how long the Simmonfts 
be a coming." 

" Lars lev 'e Hetty," returned her sister^ 
" I s'po$e tliey're making IhemselFe? fine— • 
they always was fond of dress; they'll be 
hours fussing now." 

" Veil," said Mrs. Grimshaw, " this 
von't do; as they don't seem to be coming, 
Hetty, ve roust be going — pray sir,*' con- 
tinued she, turning to Lord John, ^ what 
o'clock may you be i" 

. ** It's past three considerably," returned 
his lordship. 

" How much, Mr?"' , 

; By the horse-guards,'* said Major Leth- 
bridgc, looking attentively at his watch, 
" it's exactly twenty-Kven mioatea and a 

half." 
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"So much.!" cried Mrs. Grlmshaw, 
. rising, " veil then, as we've so fur to go» 
ve must be on the move- — though I vanted 
tosee Miss Archerly, to perpose some plea_ 
sant party; for I hopes to see Sir Philup 
and you my lady, some hevening next veek 
as is most agrecrble — say Vensday or Thuz-- 



" Our slay in town — " 

*' 'Tis to be a dance,'" interrupted Mrs. 
Grlmshaw, hoping to dissipate the frown- 
ing refusal gathering on hef Ladyship's 
countenance, and firmly persuaded that a 
dance must overcome all objections, " "Tis 
to be a dance — and 't will be so pleasant 
for the young folks — and any of your friends 
my Lady," continued Mrs. Grimshaw, in 
a- swelling tone, and making a sweeping 
courtesy lo the company, " wc shall be 
proud and happy to see." 

" That's hearty," said Major LethbridgCj 
" aod I'm sure I shall be very — " 



" Wc :ire e;ngag«,d, ^adam," 5aid t.a*ly 
JVucl^fly iqterKiiptiog Viiin, '■ dpEing the. ■ 
^}^on.sXay we.mjifee. in town-' 

'* pca^ hcwt,ajivcr' c^cd Mrs-Grim^ 
«tfi«w, " doiiX'A s»y 5p — hii-t,'fijs,on.'y youj. 
fmSgP: I rfo> tliii»k.r-cai).'t'e stay a liulc 
longer ?" continued she, approaching tm 
take leave of Lady Aucherly : " you shall 
come and see us, I mus^ ffli^lw;* ^V^- flfit." ~ 

" We won't Ijcar of a rpfii^L* said 
Miss Grirashaw. 

*,' Tliat'sthe belt, wj^," added her sis- 
ter, while Xora was exerting the family, 
wink to no purpose to get theni oyfc of 
the room. , . . 

'.' You must name a day. my Lady," 
aaii Mrs. Grimshaw, laying her weighty 
hand on Lady Aychcrly's arm, and cuax- 
ingly shaking it with a friendly squeeze lo 
enforce Ijec entreaties, wIiiIq, La^iy- Auplief ly 
. , ■ .haU 

c, Google 



h%I.r 8(act(^ bs^kto nc^ease bertelf from tbc 
unexpected gj^^^p- 

" My band bain!t p\aoa, my Lady," sud 
Mrs. GriiT|s)u^w:i )avighing good h^n^ovrv^ly, 
an4 djapl^ng her palm in a silk. cnUtqn-7i> 
" nor 'tain't a daipp hap4— <'PQw M.V07 
h^ve ad^PTpbaqd; l?i4 Hotf? ba'A't): ^^a 
»^in Top?. Afijje-^'tis p* 4/r. G's ^ide-frbw 
sigt^r hays^TT-aadold. Mc. (^, hjive" 

" I i^e^lly feci &>r tbp fjnjily cfilamj^ " 
s,aid Ma^r I^bbric|ge, 

" 'Tiji. a oHsfortin. Kiwi-and^ vhat's voh - 
vfl can't never find no euro for it — th* 
things ve have tried.l-^Tonv'sjgot a. hissu* 
in eafih' trm- now-^rbe theji botjfc be^ 4^>en 

" I've no such thing Mother— I don't 
kfliOKwhat you're taiyng about*'* » 

" Oh fie, oh fie Tom — vhen 'twaa but 
last 

L. CoosW 
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last veii'sday veek Doctor Godfrey drcss'd 
your arm — you know," continued Mrs. 
Grimshaw, turning to Lady Aucherly with 
a familiar nod, " 'lis what young people 
doesn't like to have talk'd about — but theic, 
as I says, amongst friends," added she, 
looking round the room, " vhat stnifles 
it as I Bay — and I vUl speak Tom, for all 
jrour vinks — • and cross looks — vhich' I'm 
sure you don't owe to me, who 'a been 
Buch a .tinder mother, and vatch'd over'c 
vhen you was a little yeakly, sickly cretur— ■ 
a'most blinded with sore eyes a'ter the 
small pox— you'd a been a pale corpse at 
this minute if it hadn't been for me, and a 
follor'd i)oor little Billy to the cold pit- 
hole you would," concluded Mrs. Grim- 
ihaw, «>bbiDg and seating herself for a few 
seconds in the nearest chair, to recover 
herself. 

" Lawks Mother," cried Miss Gtim- 
shaw, " donVe take on like this." 
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" All ! dears 1 you don't know anfother'« 
feelings — To think of that child there ! why- 
one ou'd think he was intc^iicated — one raily 
ou'd-— Oh Tom ! that ever you shou'd let 
me know huw sharper than a sharpent*^— 
what is iu~than ,a dragon's tooth it is, to 
bare a toothleu son — a — a thankless son- 
bat there I *on't think no more about it — 
forget and fotrgive / say," added Mrs* 
Grimshaw, rimng and resuming her good- 
humoured smile-^** Come, chillern, we must 
be going — Veil Lady Arcberly, if I can't 
pnrvail on'e to dirty a knife and /ork 
with us, tkia time, all as is, ve must dis- 
fer it, *tiil next time as you <^mes to- 
Lunnon, and then veil be better ac- 
quainted, on't us ? — Ah, that »e vill— we 
'on't purtend . to know vun another in 
vup. wisil : 'tis morarly utiposserble." 



" Good- morning to you Madam," said 
Sir Philip impatiently. 



hS^ Sheuhet of. 

•^Ci'mwfgft' ir"e Sir," returned Mrs. Grim- 
st)aw> ■" and all oa *e.*' 

•' G!wargn' (' *e Ma'am," said M^or 
Lcthbridge. 

La^». and Gantlfwea. all^ yoursarsant/'- 
sftkt H& @rjit)9l)aw\ leaving the TOqfn, 

Qh thq stairs, thejr viere mat by thu. 
Qii^ Qf MQPtptieu'^ stfitvfl, who came 

tf^^c^,. dtv^r^d. 

"■We are jiat come froni' Groerenois 
«)iuu%," said ' Lady Jaae St. ' Clair : " and 
the Ducbss insists on ^ur dining ' with' 
her Saturday, and taking a seat in her box 
at the opera." 

'* Good heavens !" exclaimed Lady Helen 

throwing herself into a chair, " who were 

- ■,; . those 

c, Google 



t)ios9 fitriHigv peo^Ifc vft paEti'd cA the 

tuirs ?-' V 

" "tfijey' *^' fe'tfigrWrt of disWnclfori.** 
replied Major Ldhbri^ec-^*- Ott oHentat 
family." 

" I never saw such a feathet- bed 
■ figure," cried the Duchess of Launceaton. 

'"Toirt" Grjtcc's piig;" * said- the RIajw; 
" nearly swoon'd wUl*' fcaP ; I- ofcs<>rv'd'be 
trembled and turn'd pale the nwmcnt she 
1 cErtWett tlw rdorti.' 

■■"'Piiwr''W%ftrw!«nio-!"'di'tftvleir- the Bu- 
cKcss^ (oUftWirig the Majbr" i&' thd irift* 
.dew, vi/lvtke the'resi of the cwwpsny vtire 
flocking to enjoy the last ■ilimpse oP iHC' 
good people who had afFurJed them so 
much- amuMtnent;. 

Mre- Grimshow vvaein thte aot'of gefting" 

! into the old chariot ; oqc foot was firmly 

L 3 placed 
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placed on the high step, by which means 
the other teg w« entirely displayed. 

" What a neatly tura'd ankle !" re- 
marked Miss Adair. 

** I never saw such a I^," drawled the 
duchess. 

** Tis the bolster belonging to the bed,* 
said the Major — " and there's a bit of Ihe 
blanket peeping above it.** 

Mrs. Grimshaw, holding the sides of the 
carriage door, with botb hands, was attempt- 
ing to draw in her bulky carcase, while her 
son having decently covered " the bolster,*' 
began pushing her in with both bis 
hands. 

'* She'll never get tn," said Miss Adair. 

" She'll, certainly stick," cried the Major. 

" You 
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" Vou bad better go and assist her dutiful- 
soo/* said Lord Juhn. 

" Oh, heavens !" exclaimed Miss Adair, '* I 
shall die of laughing — she's getting down 
' again." 

" To take breath/' added Major T^tb- 
hridge i '* look, she's wiping her face— she's 
qaite exhausted — now for another attempt— 
ah, she tries the other bolster first— come, 
I think she'll succeed — her bead and shoul- 
ders are in — now a litde exertion, and a 
movement sideways to conquer those im- 
meQse hips, and she triumphs— there really 
otight to be some apparatus invented to assist 
people in tnch extremities." 

The merriment to which tbis scene gave 
rise, afforded Lady Aucherly an opportunity 
of privately thanking Sir Philip for the mor- 
tifications she had endured. 

" How could I help it ?" returned h^ 
L 3 " d'ye 
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"*' d'ye think I did not wkh them far 
enough ? — I was plagued to death to; hear 
that woman talk." 

" T^ey are the friends of your nieces; 
Sir Philip, and if " 

<« Good Cfod !" crie4 Sir P^iUp, " d'^ie 
il«nt T,—" bpt perwiving soipp of the 
jM)jnpanj.resvmingtli«i^,s£at^ t«i tfiiwcd t^e 
)Diltej-n(;39 of his speech ag^ip« the Gnnp- 
shftwj, w4 cQiition«|^!-" ^hsi, f copcsited 
. pcptcQpib t^at »4fc— J npv^r Avitnes^'4 ttw^ 

aU ;py Ufe." 

" They were most amazingly amusing," 
said Lord John. 



" Wh?re, under heaven,' could they 
come from ?" drawled the duchess of Laun ■ 
ceston. 

L 4 " Out 



" Oul oCthfe htiart, ii^cr and 'lights of 'tlic 
city," replied the inajor. 

■" Qh* ftei" -ra-ied \fm Adair, affecffcdiy 
turning away. 

Mrt. LetMfrid^e'detiltiWd it W£(9 4"tte a 
comedy. 

« WK , TVm'k >irl ih the first act 
•was AdnriraHy «uppOrtt'(l,'* o'bsei'^ Mfts 
St. C^ir, '< and the ]tidi^ caftife (HT WUh 
greic eclM in the «bcdnd." 

" W«> bM lt«i ]ftl«bSUi« &{ ta/^fag M- 
diencej" said Lady HilUngdon. 

" While my aunt," toiitibued Miss Sf. 
CIAir, " and the Gtimshaw^ Wert; the dr^- 
inata petsorue." 

** y&«/-paft/' said Majb»' LetRbriagi' to . 
his SiStei^; " \^fis a t;e^^ drdiibiii tpe.*" ' ■ 

L4 "I 
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. " I pitied poor Lady Aucherly from my 
heart,'' drawled the duchess. 

'• Oh, I enjoy 'd the scene vastly," re- 
turned I^ady Aucherly. 

" You were quite at horn*," cried the 
major. 

** That was the mUfortane," said Lady 
Aucherly, ".for if the young gentlemant 
who made bis dibut on tbeie boards, had 
been kind enougl^ to have mentioned hi* 
mother's intended visit sooner. I shquld 
have taken care to have been denied." 

Hiis was utterred with a most animated 
countenance, and a great vivacity of manner, 
to conceal bcr inward chagrin- — it was not, 
that she thought ber importance would be 
lowered in ihe opinion of any ooe present, 
but she eould not tell how the story might 
get abroad iiithe world. It was her wish to 
appear, during her short .stay iti town, as a 
bril- 
c, Google 



Cltaracter. 301 

brilliant sUr, and she felt its disk would be 
obscured by having her name coupled with 
Mrs: Grimshaw's, in some ludicrous tale^ 

TheoecurreBces ofthe morning had for 
the time amus«3 Miss St. Clair from the ob- 
ject of her visit; and no further intelligence 
having yet Iranepired, she returned home 
dejectedj and endeavoured by the plea of a 
bead-ache, to satisfy Mrs. St. Clair's anxious 
enquiries. 



i 6 CHAP. 
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eHAPTER Yt. 



FASHIONABLE CHILDHOOD — iK«8' ." - 
GROSVBNOR's MASaVBBADE. 

JVllSS St. Clair's fears were the next 
morning remoTed by a visit from Mrs. 
Macmauricey froqs vibQnx ^K learnt, tbat 
an express bad .anwe4 hte tbe preceding 
evening, which bad brought letters from 
the Admiral,, with a list of tbe kill^ and 
wounded, and transmitting tbe names of 
several ofiicers who bad distinguished them- 
selves- in the engagement ; among whom, 
Charles Hugh Macmaurice was spoken of 
vith the highest encamiums. Maria's 

c, Google 
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Marii's fieart feeif fof joy, vvfcife' HJtri. 
Macfiiaiirice, half wild, wU rUntiing /Mfri 
friend to friend to communicate the «n:ffc'6rii^ 



Shfe called on her sisfe^ GrdSV^ndfi' WKortfi 
ste dipected ta find folly' bdtuiiiptf WhR 
thi preparatioYi's foT tfifebari in th-f feWni^g : 
the house indeed exhibited the greatest cbif-i 
fusion. The entrance hall was half filled 
*?itft botighl 6f laurel, and? *Arii?m^'-efer- 
gfe^s-^; Vi^h \v^lich, intersptysEld <viih tb-" 
ftfuffed kiirtps, sdver'al' liieH were" decollating 
the arches and pillars: rtie flooV if fhf ftall- 
rootn was under tlie hands of an eminent 
artist, ^nd a' gard^ri^r 'wltlf fits a^rfetani? 
xli^^ eMJcfli^hfiS'* tht hWj i ■6i)t!i slrfc 6T 
^'hid^-pffstrifiid SlnsXil'i'Ant obn'gti^', wTirle 
the other, fenced by dn dlfegatlt ti^Ws, eiVi 
twined by a variety ot foreign jasmines, ap- 
^ateda't^ftct'pfrostes^. . ■ 

While Tioisc and confusion reigned over 
so-many p'irtF' df'ffife'htfA^fe, ^'i'r!i: -^I'b^enor 

- . L, L.olwIc 
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was found in her dressing-room; perfectly 
composed, selecting her ornaments for tli« 
evening,. 

Two little girts, in Fatima dresses, were 
seated on velvet cushions on the ground, 
playing with various tnnliets; and Morley^ 
Mrs. Grosvenor'a woman, was dressing, hec 
hair. 

" Lord, Isabella,*' cried: Mrs. Macroatu- 
rice, " what are yoii about, 2 expected to 
find you all in a bustle, why the house is in. 
an uproar below stairs." 

■" Oh," returned her wster, *^ Grosve- 
nor has given directioiis to Mr. Fnescati^ and 
he takes all the trouble of superintending 
the decorations biraselK." 

'* Lord,^ why d'ye let the children play 
with those pearls ?■' 

" Georgians^" said Mn. Grosvenor-, '* my 
»weet 

c J.,...., Google 
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swestlove,- give me that necklace — ^, yoxi 
won't? — wel)^ but Tin quite delighted Char- 
lotte, to hear of this news." 

" Oh, I'm 80 happy !" returned Mrs. 
Macmaurice,. '* but I was in a terrible 
fright at lir^ — I didn't sleep a wtnk all last 
night, and this morning I couldn't rest till 
Mac. got news from- the Admiralty. I shall 
be in fucA spirits to-night — lord, look, here, 
the child has brolcyea the string, and away go 
the pearls, c^uick march, about the iloor." 

" Why Georgy ! my dear, what have 
you done ?** 

** Twasn't long enoiigh to go roond my 

waist." 

" You little puss," said Mrs. Grosvenor^ 
" now call Flora, to pick tbera up." 

** Lord t look how she walks/* cried 
Mrs. Macmaurice. ^ 

« Oh, 
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Georgians 's " ■ Flora ! t'lora: t**^ waff dti- 
swered by " coming, missa," and a little 
tawtiy gfti prtsertlFjr entefeid aftd' tjcgan, 
flpofi her hands and' knees, picfcfftg; tip ffctf 
scattered peafls. 

A fine fittlebiy, of five yearS'ofige, nd\? 
cattie bourtciiig in, and waving his h'ikt Arid 
feitKer in the ale, cried '* Hiizks f ' fee 
Lieutenant Macifiitfrfc* !—-fiu23i&flS iizia t" 

■ "' Oi, you deai" CreatWe," crfcd' Mrs. 
Macmaurice ; " why this is my god-soii — • 
come and give me a kiss, Charles.'* 

'* Huzza ! ' repeated Chailes, leaping 
upon Flora's hack, " get on Flora^ come 
<*n wilhycKj,*' iSjiitl'flued' liej p'ffcfcfidifig to 
use the spur, '' ■* get on, Irt'S s^e' how you 
can trot — this is my black mare j come shew 
Off:- ■ ' ■ t 
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" I GOtiD'V now, MssBa Cbtrlct, I shall 
lose the pearlt." 

■ " Don't teazcFiora now, my dear," said 
Mrs. Grosvenor— '* eowie shew your aunt 
ho>M veil you ean go through your t%tre\»6-, 
run- foryouF bpoad-sword."" 

** No i*^ exclainocd tho child*, leaping on 
the gyou»d, ** I'll be a 8»tor— huzza I fw 
Lieutenant Macmaurice." - 

"' HtBfsftI" rcFpealid' Piln. MacnMunce; 
*• But y*a werti to; be in ouiK^knent, you 
know.'*' 

'* Oh, yes, so I will, I'll be a Captain, 

*l-r-n-. iCI tiioi-t. 

" Lord, what a delightful little: Mktv 
'tis !" cried Mrs. Macmaurice. 

Here a black womaa«pc«uiiitlic.daar,laad 

scarcely shewing herself, drawled out, 

M^ssa 
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Mdssa Charles, mautn, throw down the 

great cheyDey jar, maum, and all brokb 
maiim.", 

" Oh, you wicked mischievous Utile 
monkey," said his mother, as the boy play- 
fully hid his face in Mrs. Macipaurice's lapi 

" Twas the great dog did it ; not you, 
love," whispered Mrs. Macnaurice to 
him. 

" Don't teach that little thing. to tell 
llefl," returned her sister, *' he's too ibnd 
of them already — Quasheba, do help Flora, 
that lazy creature will never have done." 

" What are the other boys about ?" en- 
quired Mrs. Macmaurice, " sba'n't I see 
them }" 

" Where arc your brothers, Charles ?" 
said Mrs. Grosvenor. 

'* They're in the gprden."' *' Go 

c, ,'Googlc 
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*' Gh> for'them then," said bia mother. 

■ " I'd rrtuiierslay here — Flora, you go^" 
said he, driving her oat of the room. 

" Oh, fie, Charles I" said Mrs. Grosve- 
nor; " Flora, call Master Howard and 
Master Frctleric.'* 

Hiese boys were'foar or five years older 
than Charles, and now entered ia high 
spirits. 

" Mrs. Aunt Macmaarice," safd Ho- 
ward, " your meet obedient humble ler- 
Tant." 

*' Mrs. Lady Dr^oon, how arc you r* 
said his brother. 

" Ob, you little rascal, who taught yod 
to call me nick names V* 

" Mr. Skeft(Hi-*tbe Hooonrabfe John 
Skefion, 

c, Google 



SK> Sietchet ^ 

SkeAoD— you'll ace him here tovnlgbt, vith 
the Yorke party." 

" An^ what character ttc ^a tb hie &i V 
enquired Mrs. Macmaurice. 

" Thejr are all to be Cvpids," nplied btx 
sister, " and Adelaide is to be E^Gcbe." 

■"And Loi^ i$ Hfi bft.Hjpmct)/' Added 

Howard. 

" We*Te to have liltle wings," lisped 
Cecilia. 



" Now, mamnk" said Howard, " %lmi\ - 
I to have the quiver that came home 
first f . 

" That's mine," said Frederic} *' you 
can't have it." 

" But I will," returned the other — " I'm 
tidtx tiMji you, kni by j^^ t atfl have 
it." « I'll 



Frederic, stamping. 

"Oh/'fie, Jfycderic, irfhtft' a -passftin," 
said "Ws -mothier, calHiily, *' ydumOst all go 
Rway, I can'*t bear t'Kra tioise." 

" Lord, they put roe ao much in mind of 
ray boys when they were youngsttrs." 

" "Their father Sffeih flieth," 'retinftifea 
Mb. Grosvenor. ' ■ " ." 

Tfee boys went fighting dowja stairs, ^nd 
"Mm. M^maurice "hastened to Potttnan- 
square, to cojiirnumcate the K^piAesa she 
felt to Lady Auchcrly. 

.Mrs. Grosvcnor's masquerade bad beeo 
the suhject of mnch' tonvcrkri^n, and it 
was expected' to exceed all former erttertSld- 
tnentsof the kind, mie decorations were 
not completed till the evening, when a mag- 
nificent transparency, in honor of the tccenl 
, naval 
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aavsl victory, was fixed up over the entraace 
to the baH-room. 

The company did not begin to assemble 
till past ten, from whidi hour till twelve, 
every avenue to Portland-Place was thronged 
with carriagefl. 

The Prince arrived soon after eleven, in a 
black domino, and partook of an elegant 
supper with a party of his own -telectingt 
in a leparate room oa a service of gold 
plate. 

Many of the other branches of the Royal 
Family, with several foreign noblesse^ am* 
bassadbrs, &c. Sec. honored Mrs. Groevenor 
with theit: con^ny. 

Lady Aucherly had not been long in the 
rooih before an old woman, almost beat 
double with age, approached, and acdosting 
her in accents of extreme poverty, solicited 
Qbarity. 



*• Don't be trowblesome,'* said Lady Au- 
cherly, " I never give to impostors." ' 

** The Lord have meroy on yoar sweet 
voice, and turn your heart with compassioa 
on -a poor auld wretch —'' 

" Go to those who know you," returned 

Caroline, 

" And are ifott so hard-hearted^ Miss 
Caroline." 

'* And pray who told you my name I" 

" Ah,*' Nghed the old woman, " if you 
don't know a poor crater half in the grave, 
/ can never forget the pretty Miss Caroline, 
that I've nuss'd and nuss'd and kiss'd and 
kiss'd — ^h ! what you begin to remember 
auld nuss Crofts ! — and there my poor auld 
ejes. can't find out who they all be here." 

" Younger eyes than yours are equally at 
a loss." " Ah ! 
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"' Ab !. Miai, ihey mual be good ejes as 
sees through oil) th£iirchaiQCdQrA*>«-*treniln9r 
names be known the business is n't half 
compktQ.-: bhmo's a) twakLia rejiitife,-' wliich 
fowtovQ akillita/fCBOtratei'' 

♦' Why you're quite a moralist I" 

*' Look al me. Miss — I, have seen better 
days — then, all went well, and all I knew 
oS^peopla'a^hraTtB^^ nae the fyit 0Ht«i()etf j but 
crosses and troubles Miss, do shew us a- 
little of ibc inside — (or ' one may smile, and 
smile\ (md be a- villain. r\Mt thwo Trfldh't 
come here to complain — I want to find out 
all rey, acquaima^cesf— iwiv ■ pray, my dear 
young lady,f d^ tell ma-., who that, piece ofl 
clock-work; is*— tisfit Mrs* DarnngpHin, . 
iaf it J" 

" Cei1ain!y,B0t." 

" Dearee me ! and how you be grow'd ! 

and bow, be .the Miss Dorringtoiig. and little 
MisB, 



Witt Knirly i bttt' there ? siipjiose' she's 
Bp«>ut<^'Upt like^all the res* .on'e, out oP 
all knowledge — be she here, Miss?-^eatv I 
should like to see her." 

" jUlUtbA ramilj> f believe are here-; But 
I daa^fek^ow^in wfaUi chsi<«otct9<'* 

'* Don't 'e Miss — dearee me I and who be' 
aU.thaa»< 7«u>g' m^wft vnth *d — veil there 
my eyed bo quite daasled-ltkC) as Mrs. M&n- 
sell says." 

"• Wliq (MUi.ihw.oddity.be!" cried C&r»- 
\me, turnuig 'to boT' moiher. 

"■ 'Tiasery strange," said Lady Aiicherly, 
** tell me, good woman, where you live." 

** I live i»,BoitkiBd'£koe JBtt/ now, and 

please your lad}rBhip, but my poor cottage- is: 
in Exeter — ^you do know well enough I was 
mtwtb-n.ms^tOi 'Cy only)' you don't care to 
recollect me 'in.thii^aoil;Qeiopany. 

« And 
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*' And how came you here ?'* continued 
Lady Aucherly,' hoping to put, the mask. oiF 
its guard. 

'* To sec Miss Caroline to be. iure,'' an- 
swcfed the old woman, " and I must have a 
kiss of her pretty lips, when nobody sees — 
hnd then I'll go home." 

" It most be somebody that knows our 

family wetl," said Caroline. 

" Know, 'e Miss ! aye, that I should, if 
you .were in rags and tatters — and your bro- 
ther too. Lord love'n, wherever ho be : he 
used to say auld huss Crofts was his wife, 
ha I ha ! ha ! but he knows better now, 
ha! ha! ha !" 

The old woman went laughing away, and 
mixed in the crowd. 

" I cannot conceive who it can be," cried 
Caroline^ " I long to find out." 
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" I cannot think," said Miss Simmons, , 
who with hei: sistersformed a group of flower 
girls in Spanish dresses, while La,(!y Au- 
cherly and Caroline appeared in the most 
elegant ccktume of the same nation. 

" What a charming throng this is,", said 
Clarissa. 

" I never saw any thing like it," cried 
Jessy, " I'm delighted." 

Her sisters expressed themselves equally 
pleased with the novelty, magnificence, and 
gaiety of the scene. 

" The muses are here," said a voice be- 
hind them. ^ 

" Oh,' returned another, " there are al- 
ways muses, gypsies, nuns, and — " 

" But I mean the Bath rauses, Marquis," 
interrupted the first. 

VOL. II. M I ■ 'iV^^a 
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" Oh, your lordship means Lady Au- 

cberly's nieces ?" 

" Yes," said a third mask, in a pink do- 
mino, " the Lady Apollo and the nine ; 
they went by no other name at Bath this 
winter— there was one of them who ran off 
with a young Esculapiiis, and there ike 
is in her wedding suit, you see she's finer 
than the rest." 

"By your account. Marquis, we shall 
have rare diversion, if we keep a sharp look 
out." • 

" Yes,'' said a -voice, which Lady Au- 
cherly was convinced was the Marquis of 
Haughton's, " we shall have, " Lars lov'e," 
and " ^unt Arckerly" 

'* Aunt Simmons, you mtan," returned 
the first. 

" You don't speak it well, Meltish, ' Aunt 
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Simmons!' repeated the Marquis in a shril- 
ler tone. 

" This same Aunt Simmons," said the 
Pink Domino, " I understand is quite a 
female Chesterfield — one of the most elegant 
hypocri -'* 

The critical conclusion of this sentence 
was checked by several of the Miss Sim- 
mouses involuntarily turning their heads on 
hearing their names mentioned. 

" Hush, we are iieard, " said the Mar- 
quis, sheering off, little thinking how he 
bad tortured Lady Aucherly's feelings. 

."Oysters! fine oysters!" cried Mrs. 
Macmaurice, passing by, excellently dressed 
as a poissarde. 

" Vastly well,' said Lady Aucherly, " she 
"support* her character with admirable 

spirit Caroline look at this splendid 

figure." M 2 " Whai 
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" What is it — the queen of diamonds ?"' 

The splendid figure approached them, 
crying "do you know me?" 

" Perfectly well," replied Lady Aucherly. 

" rjij a SuUaness," said the lady, " but 
I can't think what jou arc, somehow." 

" Our dresses you see are Spanish " 

" Oh, law, ah, yea, I see now, all with 
slashes, like." 

" Oysters! fine oysters!" cried Mrs.' 
Macmaurice, returning' and whispering to 
I^ady Aucherly, as she passed, " that Sul- 
taness has been mewing all round the room, 
* do you know meF' — her voice betrays her 
kitten-face." 

*' Oh!" said Lady Aucherly, ** a well- 
known trembling spray of diamonds told me 
it was poor Mrs. Mansell." *' Lord 

c, Google 



■*' Lord, licrc are all the Dorringlons 
coming — I sball bustle away." 

A group of Arcadians approached. 

" And how does Lady Aucheriy, get 

through this crowd ?" enquired Mrs. Dor- 
ringtoDj "isn't it almost insupportable !" 

" We all approve of it very much,'* re- 
turned Lady Aucheriy, " and anticipate the 
delights of its being quite insupportable." 

" Oh, the company are not half arrived," 
added Caroline ; " do tell me, Henrietta, 
who the Scotch peasant is, speaking tQ 
your sister, he has been watching our .party 
this half hour." 

" You are the attraction," replied Hen- 
rietta, " I assure you he's very much 
smitten, 'tis Mr. Ross— don't you recollect 
him at Lady Camleigh'e I " 

M 3 , - , Caro- 



a2a Sketches- of 

Caroline affccled to have forgotten the 
circumstance, and turning to Emily, pointed 
out a Jew Pedler, who was coming towards 
them. 

" He has been very troublesome to us 
already,** said Emily. '* and I Me there's 
no getting rid of him," 

•* Vhat d'ye buy? vhat d'ye buy?" cried 
ihe pedler, " come, yoang ladiesh, yon'it 
bring me good luck, I'll make presents to 
you ; come my pretty dears, vhat vill you 
shuje ?'*" 

" Anything biUyour^ra»enco," Said Hen* 
rietta. 

" My Gad ! that you should slight vfaat 
I account most dear !" 

" The cheapest things are dear when we 
]Mve no occasion for them-" 

" And 

c. Cookie 
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" And the dearest things are sometimes 
held too cheap," said ihe Pedlcr, retiring, 
while a numerous gang of gypsies rushed by 
and separated Emily from herpany : crow^p 
were now pressing from another room, and 
she presently fouad herself surrounded by a 
set of drunken sailors. 

" Pray gentlemen let mo pasf/' cried 
:£a>ily, terrified at their behaviour. 

" Slop, sweet Poll of Plymouth," ex- 
claimed one, "you're at home with us." , 

" AfcJsi for me, and L'U be your convoy," 
cried another. 

'' Pray let me pass," repeated Emily. 

*' (First let us know who you are— <«>me 
shew your colours." 

" You arc very presuming, sir," cried 

Entily, eodeavouriog to escape ; but which- 

MA evtt 
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ever way she turned, she found herself 
opposed. 

■' At this moment a Maltese officer sltpt 
forwards to Emily's assistance, and con- 
ducted her safely out of the reach of her per- 
secutors, who were too much intoxicated to 
answer for their conduct. 

" I have lost my .party," said Emily agi- 
tated and out of breath with fear — '' if you 
could find Mrs. Dorrington* sir ■■ — " 

" Mrs. Dorrington !" exclaimed the 
, -Maltese, " Good God I can this be Emily 
O'Connor I" 

" You know me then," said Emiiy. 

" Williatn Aucherly can never forget 
one so dear to him," replied he pressing her . 
hand. 

" Good heavens T" cxtlaimed EmWy — 
"*' what an nnexpected pteure !" After 
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AHer various interesting enquiries had 
passed between them, William regretted the 
-necessity of his returning the next day to 
Oxford, where, added he, •' I'm supposed 
to be at this moment in a high fever at- 
tended by two physicians — 1 only arrived 
an hour ago with the Grosvenors and Charles 
Temple — " " 

*' Who, I suppose," cried Emily, " is at 
this moment, in a loto ferer, attended by 
two apothecariei !" 

" You are not far from the mark,"* said 
he, laughing ; " excuses are soon epin'd — 
we dasb'd down to Stevens's— -tossu off a ' 
few botdes oi champagne, and here we 
are." 

" A little disguised," said Emily. 

*' What you'velearnt topun, have .you ? 
and how does the worthy Dorrington ljk.e 
that ?— I heard you were- all here, and I've - 
MS been 

L..„,CoogIc 



2^ Sieteh^ of 

been I<»)ging to unrawk, svety pretty figum 
in the rocHn, to find jKtu out-n-I've beiea 
most amasingly puzzkd—sonie said^ you 
were amopg a group of B9ccbaBaIian^ but 
ihiit dill n't go down ; I knew the Dpirijig- 
tOQ wouldn't think tbat re^>eictftble< — theft 
Harry -Groevenor swore you were a LyijoA 
Languish, and led me a dance aiter lady 
Cecilia Bentley — but you haven't told me 
how yon like me-— rather gay if n't it? you 
•bould have seen me just now ; I came ia 
£rst as an old woman and have been raising 
the curiosity of my mother and Caroline in 
a high style ; this dress will help me to 
carry the joke a little farther — so mind, not 
B word to any one of my bang here." 

' At this instant, Mrs. Dorrington, who 
had been in pursuit of Emily, approachpd, , 
and seeing a gentleman in conversation with 
her, was not a little surprized, .as she was 
led to imagine chat her sec«ston from her 
party bad been by design : Mrs. Dorrington 
jwquested Emily, somewhat graveiy, not to 
run 
, - c, Google 



ran amy again, without letting her know 
At buA a protector. 

Emily was on the point of telling who it 
mas, when reeoUecttng William's injunction, 
ibeIo(iikedToundtO'ad:bispenai6sion^buthe ' 
bad disappeared ; sbe merely stated therefore, 
the awkward situation she hod been in, and 
that she was thanking the gentleman for his 
onistance. when Mrs, Ehu-rrngton came up. 

This account satisfied .Mrs. Dorrington, 
and she made no further enquiry. 

Henrietta, who had been strolling through 
the rooms with her aunt, the Marchioness of 
Shir'ehampton, now hastened lo her sisters, 
and in a low voice, yet with some earnest- 
ness, informed them that Mr. Wortham was 
there. 

*' Well,** :«aid Miss Dorringlon, " and 
what then ?" 

M 6 « Oh 
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*' Oh, nothing," replied Henrietta, vexed 
that she should have undcMgnedly betrayed 
her partiality. 

*' Nothing'" repeated Miss Dorriagton* 
archly, " surely Henrietta is not in the 
habit of talking of nothing, with so much 
eloquence in her looks 1" 

" Pshaw, I was only wondering whether 
he^ would recollect me." 

" What character is he in i" enquired 
Lucy. 

*' Did n't I tell you — the JewPedler; I 
saw him speaking to Major Lethbridge, who 
unguardedly called him by his name." 

" The dearest things are sometimes held 
too cheap," said Emily, mimicSting tUe ped- 
ler'a voice, " you now perh^^ regret the 
absence of your Jewish friend; at least, you'd 
not regard his presents with indifference," 

« The 
c. Google 



Character. S3p 

" The gypsies sadly^diteoncerted us," saicl 
I^dy Aucherly, joining Mis.^ Dorriogton's 
party j " my dear Emily how did you get 
through them 7" 

" Oh, bhe was in a moBt intereating di- 
lemma," said Lucy, " do you know who 
they were ?" 

" Mrs. and Miss Yorke, and their 
friends," returned Lady Aucherly ; '* Sir 
Caesar Devereux, Mr. Skefton, and Lord and 
Lady Broxholme." 

" And my Lord Effersham," added Caro^ 
line. 

" I never saw such a romping set in my 
life," said Miss Dorrington, '* do you see, 
they are now dancing reels." 

"In the*t0e Highland fling,'' observed 
her mother. 

•' Your 

. c J., .....Google _ 
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'* Ysor sivaui, Carofine/' aaid Henrietta, 
" badbetierjoia'theinj lie's qube in chi- 
meter for a reel." 

" He would at least be better cmploy'd/' 
Mturned Carolisc> " than fiay'ia^ the 
lackey.** 

** I'll tell him you don't chuse him to 
tfbllttw ^Mi.'* 

** By no means/' said Capottne. 

•• Oh, then you do chuse it ?" 

" I don't cbusc to let him know that I 
have noticed his intrusive attention— look, 
here's my uncle." 

" This Postman is Major Lethbmlge, I 
understand,", said Mrs, Dorrington to Lady 
Auchcrlj'. 

'• Yes, and acquits himself very well ; are 
there no letters for me i" " The 



*' The nairied . ]edies>" ceplied Major 
Lethbridge, " have been so eager for billets 
doux, that all I bad desigo'd for them have 
been d^tribuled long a^ ; I've a few leA 
for single ladies — here, my fair Arcadian," 
contiooed h^ pneienliqg: a iati«r to Miss 
Dorrington, " here's news from your ftbgeot 
lover." 

" Pray, Mr. Pestmap," cried Csreline, 
** don't overlook me." 

" Here tben^ take this Sftaora," said he, 
quickly passiog on- 
Caroline finding the letter contain but 
little wit, flung it away; Ross who was 
behind her, picked it up, and reversing the 
paper, hastily wrote a line with a pencil, and 
folding the letter again, presented it to her, 
saying in an impressive tone : — 

" X.ady, pjray receive a poor Highlander's 
petition." 

Caro- 
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-. Caroline took the paper aiid read 

" If tliou ifaalt ever love, 

" In the sweet pangs. of it Fentember me." 

" Let me see what you have there ?'* eaid 
Henrietta. 

" It's nonsense,'* returned Caroline, de - 
stroying the paper, but the Knes were'fixed 
in her memory. 

The siipper-rooms were now thrown open, 
and the company delighted with the coup 
d'ceil, pressed forwards to secure places. — 
This suite of apartments was brilliantly illu- 
minated, and tastefully ornamented wiih 
festoons of flowers, interspersed^ with va- 
riegated lamps. 

The supper was elegant and costly : the 
talents of the most eminent confectioner had 
been employed to decorate the tables, and 
no ex pence was spared to render the enter- 
tainment 
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taiamcnt worthy the distinguished assembly 
that sat down to it. The choicest viands 
were served -on the most magnificent French 
china;' the desert consisted of the most de- 
licious fruits; the wines were of the finest 
flavour, and' rarest kinds. 

Most of the company now unmasked, and 
as Einily took her scat at table near Mrs. 
Dorrington, she observed William Aucherly 
conv|£rsing with his mother. 

As there could be now no reason for con- 
cealment, she pointed him out to M,rs. Dor- 
rio£ton» and explained why she had not be- 
fore told who it was. 

Mrs. Dorrington heacd her with a reflec- 
tive air, as if she were putting together all 
the circumstances attending the meeting be- 
tween-Emily and tbciM^Itese^ and consider- 
ing them in a diff^'ent point of view, now 
she was informed th^ bp was no pther than 
William Aiich«afly. . t . ' 

"■ ' " " ' ,- ,. A 
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A French restorateur hore passed bjr re* 
commending bis favorite dishes. 

** Do yoa know who it ini" said Miss 
DorriogtoQ. 

" I Bhould not wonder," replied Emily, 
" if it were Mr. Grosvenor." 

" I've a notioa,** said Mr& DorringtoR* 

** itistheDukeofMontoUcu.T-^erhapsMr. 
Boss knows— can't you make room for him, 
hebasbeenitBDding sotnetinle very patteatly 
behind you.*' 

" Mr. Ron, here's plenty of room," isid 

Miss Dorringlon. 

Ross heard her not, his eyes and thoughts 
vere fixed on CiHvline, who sat at no great 
^stance and was talkiag eomestty to her 
brother ; with much vivacity she rallied hrni 
upon his adventure with Emily, and as she 
tncoed to observe the Dorrlagtcm party, ber 
eyes 
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eyes fell upon the pensive countcmince of 
James Ro&s. ' 

" William," said' Caroline, " do yott 
know that gentleman ctanding by Mist 
DorriDgton." 

" No, is it her.intefided !" 

'* I believe she is otherwise engaged — but 
X thoDgfat you might have seen him some- 
where." 

Ross perceived that Caroline had <^]ierved 
ihim,aadAitte«d himself, that her eyes had 
not been directed towards him by acci* 
dent. 

*' Why, Mr. iloss," cried' Ertiily^ "yoH 
are surely dreamii^ ! Miss Cknringtoii hat 
been offering you a seat this half liouri** 

" I beg Mifls Dorriogton'i pardon," said 
be, acc^tiog the soom that was mode for 
ium. . ,. , *' I'm 
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" I'm glad to have a beau by me/' said 
Miss Dorrington, '* my Lord Castlehayes 
who-handed me to supper, was invited by 
the Prince to his party, and as Lucy en- 
grosses my Lord F9lk.ncr, and Henrietta has 
renewed her acquaintance with Mr. Wor- 
tham, I seemed quite deserted — as for Emily, 
she has lost her wits ever since her adventure 
with the J3vial tars." 

After supper, the merry dance was re- 
newed, and William Aucherly secured 
Emily for his partner : with more than usual 
animation, she eclipsed every other in the 
room, and though . Lady Aucherly felt z 
little jealous that Emily should excite more 
notice than her daughter, she had the grati- 
fication of seeing Caroline introduced to the 
Marquia of Haughton, and hope presented 
a brilliant project to her sanguine .imagi- 
nation. 

About three o'clock Mrs. Dorrington 
drew Bway.lier -partyi Lady Auclicrly was 

\ ■ ,- , not 
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not sorry they were gone, as well on Caro- 
line's account as on her son's, us she was 
not a little displeased at the good under- 
standing that appeared to subsist between 
him and Emily. . 

The company continued in excellent spirits 
till a, late hoiw : Lord Charles Bentlcy, an 
excellent Moibus, lent his aid to enliven the 
• scene, and his brother Lord George, as an 
Auctioneer, stationed himself near the door 
aa the company were departing, and created 
3 great d al of mirth by his. humorous re- 
marks (J la Christie, as they were going. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 



iUR FBUIT SHOP — THE OPERA. 

William AUCHERLYwas now nearly 
nineteen years of age : he was tall and well 
proportioned ; his countenancb exhibited a 
manly resemblance of bis mother's beauty, 
while in disposjtioa he partook more of his 
father and Major Lethbridgei he was open- 
hearted and sincere like the former, and had 
all the vivacity of the latter. 

While William regarded bis own family 
with 
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with an ardent affection, his breaft glowed 
with a romantic attachment for Emily : 
young as he was. when he first thought of 
her in any other light, than as a play-fellow, 
and. however enlarged, his ideas became 
on a more unconfined acquaintance with the 
world, his heart still cherished a tender re- 
membrance of the iatcfCKting girl, and 
bounded with rapture in the conviction that 
he was not indifferent to her. 

Soon after Mrs. Dorrington's party quitted 
the festivE scene in Portland-Place,' William 
returned to Steven's Hotel, in Bond-Street, 
where he slept: the image of his Emily 
floated in his igiaginalion ; his dreams again 
[absented tbeir unexpected rencontre — her 
voice dwelt on his ear — he still prsssed her 
hand. 

When be awoke, the thoughts of rettnrn- 
ii^ to Oxford without seeing her again^ 
were distressing to his feelii^s,. and after 
some consideration, he determined to make 
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one efforl 10 obtain an interview before his 
departuiT : hastily finishing his breakfast, 
he hurried towards Cavendish-Square ; but 
on approaching tiie house, he began to con- 
sider, how ha could excuse his call to the 
Dorringtons; for of course his visit must 
appear as if made tolhena — he now hesi- 
tated, and concluded that in no way could 
be find a pretence for calling so early, ex- 
cept his being obliged to go out of town — 
and were he to give that as a reason, Mrs. 
Dorrington might wonder perhaps, why he 
.troubled hlmselftocail at all. He resolved 
therefore, to wait an hour or two, and hav- 
ing strolled as far as Hyde Park Comer, 
to fill op the tedious interim, he returned 
to Cavendish -Square — he looted at his 
watch i it still wanted an hour of the time 
prescribed — never did an. hour pass so 
slowly ; never did the bustle of Piccadilly 
appear so uninteresting. . At length with a 
palfiitathig heart he knocked- at the door: 
hcenquired for Mrs. Dorrington and was 
^ewn into the di'a wing-room, where six 
■ 1 ' was" 
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was sitting with her eldest daughter and Mrs. 
LoveK. He cast his eyes round the room, 
but (he figure of Emily met them not : he 
enquired of Mies Dorrington how her sisters 
and Miss O'Connor were, hoping to hear 
that tliey would soon make their appearance, 
but received an answer no further satisfac- 
tory than that they were all quite well. 

He saw a chair, on which he fancied 
fijnily -might have been sitting — a work- 
bag was on it, which might be her's — 
this reminded him of their youthful plea- 
sures, when Emily had been seated 
on some vo-dant bank, while he sat at 
her feet: reading to her, and often stopt to 
gaze on her delicate fingers as tliey grace- 
fully guided the needle. 

Mrs. Dorrington perceived William" was 
very absent during his visit ; for while she 
was asking his opinion of Scott's Lay of 
the last Minstrel, and other new books, 
his eyes were continually wandering lo- 

voL. II. N ■ - wards 
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wards the door, ht^iDg Eniiljr might eiHer 
and eager to ensure the first {laKicc} bttC 
no Emily appenred, and after makiog aa 
^ unconscionably long qionriog visit he rose 
and took leave. 

He had scarcely reached the io^ of t^ 
stairs before he heard fooL-steps of» the 
flight above him — he looked up, and be- 
held Emily dcaeendiDg— he »dwinced to 
meet heri confessed the objecl of his visit, 
and bidding her a tendct adicD, he took her 
hand, pressed it to ht& lips, and while he 
still held it, Mrs. Dorrington came out of 
the drawing- room. Their cdnfiision may be 
better imagined than described ; Emily 
hastily withdrew her hand; and William 
after attempting two or three awkward un- 
finished sentences, bowed and hurried out 
of the house. 

Mrs. Dorrington looked surprised, and a». 
she proceeded to her dressing-room, requested 
Emily to attend her for a few minutes. 

Emilv 



I BmiJy woiiW have givpn worlds (o t&- 

< cape, but ro^towfid in iilence. 

Mrs. DorrTngtpii expected the strictest 

Aftopriety Jxi female depaftment, and bon- 

1 firdered any thing like secret interviews, as 

' highly deraga!tory to the' delicacy of the sex. 

" Perhaps my dear Emily thinks," said 
Mrs. Dorrington-, " that I am assuming to " 
myself an office not properly myown-^" 

" I Am very sensible of your Kindness/' 
interrup!^ Emily, " and -^" 

" BeSfine," cbritinued all's. tJiWin^toii 
niildfy, '* t h^ve no right io dxpect, tiiat 
ybu shdbid regard mfc ifi aiiy othet 

I light, than as a friend, a^d' as sucK'j 

allow me to' offi;r my advice. I (fi 
not rfeqilire yoa to' nialte mie your co'nfi- 
dante— but-^ I ai fearful, my dear !EmiIjr 
may have beslowed i.^/ aifectibns on 6'ai, 

' N 2 too 
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tpp young to appreciate h^r worth. Your 
iDtferview withMr-iAucherly — " 

" I assure you my dear Madam," ' said 
Emily earnestly, " it was quite by accident 
that I came down as he was going — and when 
I wished him a good journey, ' added Eiiiily 
deeply blushing, " he took my'hand un- 



" I -was not going to censure, you for 
meeting him Emily — ^and as for his taking 
your hand, believe me, I did not observe 
it — it is from the evident confusion in which 
my appearance threw you both, I form my 
conjectures ; I only wish to advise, not to 
accuse — and I avail myself of this oppor- 
tunity to guard you from suffering your 
affections to be too deeply engaged without 
opening your heart to Mrs. Lovell — do not 
distr^s yourself,'' continued Mrs, Dorring- 
-ton, observing a tear stealing down Emily's 
cheek— "we'll dismiss the subject — for your 
own good sense will be a safe guide for your 
conduct. 



conduct, now you rmist be aware that it is 
incumbent on you to exert it." 

When Kmily retired to her room, her 
tears redoubled :' she felt' a'lively gratitude 
for Mrs. Dorrington'a kindness, and was 
convinced of the propriety .of her advice ; 
yet situated as Emily was, she dreaded com- 
municating with Mrs. Lovell, lestahe should 
think it right to make Sir Philip acquainted 
with the attachment his son had formed* 
and the idea of exiling him from heir 
thoughts, which she feared would be the con- 
sequence of such a disclosure, agonized her 
soul. 



Lady Aucherly was too politic to suffer 
the temporary fascinations of London to di- 
vert her atteotton from the schemes she hoped 
to accomplish for the more permanent enjoy- 
N 3 , - T-, ment 
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meat of them. Whb Caroline's asfi^Umcifi 
she had obtained ^ir Phjlip's consent tp gWe 
a ball to a select party, and wishing to ooii- 
§L)lf: the Ppct).q$s of MpntQlieu i;i tilting the 
^a^,, she drpYp . to GcpsVenpz-gquac?, bat 
fe^j;ig iqfqrqf»?(J; that her Grace had walked 
put vith a party ^to Bond-streetv I^djj Au- 
ch^ljr alighted-; and ordering h^r earEiag? 
I0;i<¥ait ,at t^ ^mfir qf Bpopfe- street, @hff 
piWQfioded-v'UliifitmliQe, snd the Miss Sim* 
mpflPfi*; tQffa^d1^ Borid-stwo), io hopes oi" 
meeting thft Puchfls*' but ,io: their ws)!, 
Lady Aitfb^rfy (fetihguiehed' th^. Mm 
GrimshftVfs ^pjif paehing, looking, taller i^aa 
usual by the help of pattens. 

*' Good God !" exclaimed Lady Au- 
cherly, '* howsbaU'WC escape these friends 
of yours — you must not see them — ^now look 
steadfastly at this carriage that's coming — 
baw; earnestly to the. lady in it — 'tis the bid 
duoheea of Datbam, who is so putbliod^ 
Hit, cArt't dffitingittish any ooe at tins distance.''' 

,. "The 
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Thft Miss SiiPrnPHMS pr^ctlM l^9dy Au- 
cherly's lesson sp wfcll, that tfe* J^is^Gritn- 
shaw9 piused ihem altno^ petri^d" with 
astonishment at the e£&otuei^<Qi'' ihcirquoa- 
dara friends. 

« There 1 tberal" md: Mi?* Orimsbtw 
to her uator, ** uihat. d'ye t^it^k of tb9t< I" 

*• Proud minxes," returned the other, 
'* I've a: great miad to lot- 'ao^ know who's 
wha." 

** And I will too,'' cried the eldest turning 
t^pfc " rU kt'em-kpow tljeif t^cka won't 
go d<kwn with, ran." 

" Lawks ah," crieid M^ria Gumshawj 
'* do let's follor'em— I don't care for her 
{iadysbip's proud Ipoks po more than sn.i^>" 

Witt ^iMI>fign«|iiaw»p ^eclara*iop, tU 

Mi&se>8 Grinjsl^w followed' I^idy- Attct^l}!a 

^4 were neari^ cQining 4p w^th, ^er, a$ her 

» 4 lylyship 



2.18 Sketches of 

-ladyship reached Bond-street, where bhe 
niet Ihe Duchess of Montolicu and Miss 
Adair, accompanied -by Lord Frederick St. 
. Clair and two Officers of the Guards. 

While Lady Aucherly stopt to speak to 
the Duchess,- Jt gave the Miss Grimshdws 
an opportunity of addressing theonselvcs to 
their pei-fidious friends. 

*• What, you" wouldn't knowusjustrtow," 
cried Maria, ',' Ah ! Sally Simmons, 'twasn't 
like you to treat one so." 

*' No more 'twasn't,*' added Miss' Grim- 
shaw, " and we shoulda't have slighted you' 
80, if we had been walking with the Queen 
herself — we shouldn't." ' 

As the Miss Simfno'nses perceived, that to 
persevere in cutting them, would ensure a 
torrent of abuse, they thought it beat to en- 
deavour to pacify them, and- if possible to 
get rid of their company by fair means; aii** 
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as L&dy Aacherly walked on with the 
Xhichess, the Miss Siinnionsei followed,'^ 
accompanied bjr the Miss Giiimshaws, whose* 
i^ulgar tones cQuld not fail of r^aehtbg tfep, 
ears of Lady Auchcriy's- partj^-/ cfepefciaUjr; 
while the Duchess spoke, whose aocenls 
were slow and soft. 

. " We do, very oftea come into BondHi 
stree*," cried MJss GrimshjtViv " "i3 sdnun: 
times with. our fif«i«>-TaDd Torn wotUd have 
come with us to-d(iy '" ■■ . ^ -■■:. :. ; 

'• And he'll be so sorry," interrupted her 
s,ii*eri '* when, he h&vts we'vfe ,tilKt l^u, 
Jessy—rand there yotihavoOlt'tolA-Usali, and- 
about your gay doings last night.'' ,;ih::IA 

'1 Lnwk," .said:Mitt Griinshawi ^ ** 'ii'e ' 
can't attend to that here, they shall coritet 
to us and give us all the purticlers — and 
there do you know Totnl.got it iEteide^ for 
Irving the co'uftter-Tr'pimee yOu^kiAuB .Mr. 
Sainton, our clerk's dead," 

•' And 
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^f And* there we- went ta see ht;^ eorpse 
tbia-'morniiig,'* ffiid' Man' Maria— '>< and* . 
Aere tiQ was'laid outwUb faa'pene« 9a his 
fsyeb apd> a. pjate of'salt on bis brist — and 
tlierebeilook'd.sqgh^sdy— -didjoa ever tee 
maayae kadiont,. Jes^ ^' 

" And there's to be such a handsome berrin!" 
added Misa Grimdiaw, *f andoorvohisteen 
Vft ta fire oTtf hitn — he was hi the sasie 
company as Toib— sod- he'ff to be buried fo- 
morror — so Tom's eWiga^ed to work to-da^, 
to make up for isterday and lo-morror too." 

*i<I mff Jessy, who be Gbey afore us, 
with yaxa AuatJiiccUKTly}'' cnquiied M«^ 



V Th^, Daohcss ^ MonUdieii and* her 



. '.' JBleasusti' cri^Maria," what 3 pleece 
ahe'A^t and'i^ tbait the faOt ?" 
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" Tofce BOfc 'tie," said her-smtw, *'£iawb, 
b'me,. Weil Gattert*, k must bft Twy plea-i 
sant ibr you- to be aK ttmoag- the great) 
fonts."* 

" Laws," dri>sd Maria^ ^)wj^a-o}h»^tty 

clackitty my patfns keeps — and nobody 

. vt«ars*csvhera;l>utthw»'tw8»s»4ti>^inoiir 

p4i* off rii* kwHi — "' - ' 

** I'll t^e- mine off, andeawy 'enn-i"' said 
Miss Grimshaw. 

" Ear, so 'ou'd ItoOj if rhadti't thisgreat 
dumpilty unibereUer to lug about;" returDed" 
ber sister, scufJUng, aTong,, and slrilting the 
point of her patien on tbe pavement to keep 
it on firm, " Laws ! 'tis got so looSe,'* • 
added she, stooping to tie the string, while 
the others walked'on-. 

A scream made the whole party turn 

round, and' they perceivedt Miaa Maria 

Gfimshaw pecked- forwards on hep hand* 3 

M 6 she 
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she bad so suddenly stopt to tighten her 
patten siring^ that the Marquis of Haughton 
and Lord John Lennard, not aware of her 
design, and hastening towards Lady Au- 
cherly, very nearly walked over her, as, 
well as having occasioned her fail. 

The gentlemen made every apology they 
could, bat Miss Grimshaw, fired at the sup- 
posed insult offered to her sister, exclaimed, 
^ jGentlemen, indeed ! — unmannerly cwies 
at best." 

" *Twa8 my faut, 'twas my faut, HeUy^ 
and 1 b'ain't hurt," cried Maria, quickening 
her pace, to overtake tbe Miss Simmonses,, 
while the street echoed with the noise of her 
pattens. 

The Marquis in passing them, agaiu 
hoped the lady bad recdved no hurt. 

" Ob, laws, no sir," said Maria, sxm-. 
pering, and rubbing her knee, as she walked 
on, ' " People 



*' People can't see," muttered MiasGcim- 
jhaw. 

" Hufi^ J" cried her sister, obaerrlng the 
Marquis joined Lady Aucherly's party — 
" Laws, who can he bo — why Sally Sim- 
mons how mumyuu be, can't 'e tell us who 
'lis }" 

" I don't know who he is," replied Sarah^ 
fretfully. 

'* Lars iov'e, you needn't be so snappish- 
why he's speaking to your-Aunt Archerly— 
and look, he's poking hif nuse into your 
cousin Car'line's face, I suppose he's near 
lighted." ■ 

" Oh, lawk ! they're all near sighted 
now^a-days,". observed Miss Grimsbaw... 

'• Lars, well," cried Maria, " I'll have 

afl>y- glass, too, as well as th<;,rest pf 'env— 

Lar ! look, Sally Simmons — I e&y, Sa'lq; ( 

. , fia'ke 1 
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Sa'lee! do look at that Acre young chap in 
his giggimy thing, standing up, like one 
of Astley's folks — there, don't 'e see, out 
yatider;'' " 

'*■ Why 'tis- a Pheatbn, airt't it-?""' said 
Miss Grimshaw. 

*' Lor, well — look at un — dye see what 
fee's got on N^~lawk, and' if there hain't four 
differ 'pt coloured hosses — bless us, and so 
be the wheels ; lor, if ever I see such a quare 
thing, and d^yc see bow he's dress'di well 
I" eay he U a Jemmy, a proper Jemtny, 
aint be— look at his jackut !" 

" Tis Sir Csesar Devereux," said Ca- 
tharine . 

•*• Lor, weH, and- who be he— he's some-- 
body I suppose." 

"Don't you think it's gmngto raitt, Mfss 
Qrimshaw ?*' saidJessy;ho|rfngte lead them 
kr thmk of going home. *f Rain I 
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" 8-ain 1 lawk, *toii'* rain, while there's 
blue sky enough to make a diitchraan a pur 
ofbreccheB." 

Lady Aucherfy could- no longer endure 
the vulgar volubility behind- her, though she - 
affected 10 join in the mirth which U ex- 
cited ^mong her party, and as they passed 
Owen and Bentley's, proposed having some 
fruit. 

" With all my heart," said the Duchess, 
" I was never more inclined for some 



Lady Autihecfy concJuded- that t%re' 
Miss Griinshaws would no longer intrude 
themselves, but instead o£ their taking leave 
of the Miss SimmonscB, as they followed' 
Lady Aucherly into the shop. Miss Grim- 
shaw oxctaimedi '^' ^^.awks 1^ iwhat you're 
gijing to bav& &ui[» ^t-t-i" 

" Laws, 'twill be very pleasant," said 
(■•,,,,,1,. her 
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her s'wler, "^ and some of they peers will be 
nice and quenching." 

•' Lawks, here's nice apples !" cried Miss 
Grimshaw, as they entered ihe shop, " wilHe 
have some — my eye ! if there b'ain't greeo 
goosegogs — I must have a ha'puih — " 

" Now Hetty, you take kecr, 'member 
how bad you was td'lher day after tlic goose- 
berry pudd'o." 

" Lar well— r-I'oud n't mind that, I d' lo^'c 
'em so— but there, I shan't go giving silver, ■. 
for what I can get another time for ha'pence 
I ican promise 'e-~-perhaps Master, you'd let 
me taste one for nothing, as. our party be' 
laying out so much witb'e — ^lor, thank 'e 
spre, sir." 

" How d'ye «eU' your pecra, master?'*- 
sud Miss Maria, taking up ooe, and biting ^ 
a piece. 



V Nine- 
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Nihepenpe each," replied the shop^ 



*' Ninepence !*' exclaimed Maria, with 
agitation, '* why 'tain't posnble — d'ye hear 
that,. Hetty — don't take any peers, the man 
says they're nioepence apitfce/" ' ' 

" Gracious me !" said Miss Grimshaw, 
" 'lis a cheat— -nioepeace for a. peer I-^I 
nerer heard tell o* such a thing ; did yon 
Sally Simmons ?" added she, turning to 
Sarah, who, ashamed of their behaviours 
returned a short answer, with many sulky 
looks, while Jessy gave another broad hint 
to get them gone, by asking, whether they 
knew how late it was. ' 

" Oh, 'tis past our dinner time," re- 
turned Miss Grimshaw, ** sd 'tain't mdch 
odds now.'' 

" And we had a bit o'cold pooitfor 
nunch," added her sister, • i 

, " But 
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<' But yobri father \viU certsinlj. b« , won- . 
dering — " 

" Aiui >'Qu'te a* gceat \Tajr to go," said 
fiarib, piettiaht]!. 

" There*s passim t" cac^uwd Miaa Grun^ 
Bhaw. 

added filaj-^. 

^^ Suck, pride!" soiniiied tbc eldtt^n. 
<* they WABt us gfipo, I (tttt sfli llial with 
halfae^tt.'* 

" Gracious- me !" faew evtiit folk» nn 
chang'd," cried Maria. . 

'* Y<h^Q9xn tQ mttstiMt old f^Ad vyihi.Q 
new face," observed her sister. 

" Y<W <^Ity graw ijnpeiHuieH Miss 
Grimshaw,'' said Jeaey, 

« Fie ! 
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". Eici &a.\ •Miss Je^y, istteit^ott?*" 

" WhatmackedneSB I'* oried Maria. . . 

"'5Sndar heart!'' ■exclaimed Mm Grira- 
sbaw:, '* Iisball cpcpcGt tgt sm the ceiling fall 
in upooMis' all: you^vc Ikrn't t)t«se' airs 
I suppose," added she, in a liigher key, 
" feomimyiAuntArcberfjr J"' '. 

" We are very glad to sec you" said Catha- 
vnci- hoping lo appeaie them, *' but we are 
engaged' now with Lady Aucherly;"-' 

« And if you are, h that any' 'reSsbn "why 
youshqitfd treat «* in this-niaiincr; arn'twtf 
as good as you pray ?" 

'" And- wasn't our grandfather tfic' jjnjjiinff 
of Mr. Simmons?" cried Maria. ^'" 

"• Yoa koow he was," added- Mlas Grim- 
shaw— '* he was put a poor 'prentice to him, 

and -■ ''* 

c. Coo;^If' And 
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*' Antl haven't you been for weeks at 
our house," interrupted her sister, " and so 
bappy 1— «nd such friends as we was ! " 

'* And then.!" ■ cried. Miss Grimshaw, 
pathetically flappm^ her spread hand in the 
air, " an4 tl?en ! to treat ns like tbi»!— ^" 

" Oh, Sally Sinwtiot)s.r Sally Simmons !" 
exclaimed Maria, almost crying. 

" Gomr, Marier" said Miss Grimshaw, 
** let's go, I'm sick of tbia ingratitude, 
' mind the umbreller, Marier," saying this 
she was hurrying awayj when the. shopman 
called her back with ^' ^^S9, the apples are 
not paid for — ■" 

. " Laws so, M^ter, you needn't be so 
sharp— I wasn't going to cheat'e— 'twas on'y 
a forget — how much is it," continued Miss 
Qrioishaw foelii^ her pocket for money.- 

" How many apples have you bad. Miss ^" 

*' .Goodness 



Character. ftfit 

''Goodness me,*' cried Miss Grimshaw 
in accents- of real alarm, " goodness me, 
I can't find my pus — Lors heart, I hope 
to goodness I ha'n't a had my pockut pickt," 
continued she, while her apprehensions in- 
creased, and h£r agitation rendering her 
search for her purse ineffectual^ she resolved 
to have ocular demonstration, and pru* 
dently emptied her pockets on the counter, 
which now exhibited an old needle-case, a 
nutmeg grater, a piece of sealing-wax, a 
flmali paper parcel and a variety of other, 
articles, . while her thimble falling to the 
ground rolled under the Duchess's chair. 

" Oh lawk !" exclaimed Miss Grimshaw, 
" I beg your pardon my lady I'm sure, to 
disturb 'e — but, my thimble ma'am, is — '* 

'* Here it is," said one of the officers, 
who was playing with two Italian grey- 
hounds of the Duchess's, and popping his 
little finger into it, so presented it to, her. 

" Thank'e 
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" ThanVe save; sir;" returned ;Miss 
Grimshaw giggling, " it just fits your little 
finger - Lawk. I if I don't recdlebt ^nfebody 
very like you — ^zackly the same ^ye-^-to be 
sure it can't be, yijrti' ain't so joHyj ;tbat's 
again it — 'beside^ yiou're i n ; the jmliti&ry and 
this young mtinwas ^_ hensign .in a hoss 
ridgemeot — the BiUitm SUillaw. h'iiefre — 
to be suretJiat'snothiog'— it might be-^youif 
name ain't Poqley, is.it? Stiv'n Pooley." 

. *' I'm afraid:! can't.have theipl^aeufe of 
being your Hiliian Skiliian friendy my name's 
Douglas John Maxwell, and thaCs again it." 

' \ Iat it's very odd then, for you be as like 
as two peas-*^your very woice and manner and 
all-=-lar, and I d" reinember as, .well as if 
'twas but isterday, huh ! huh ! I say, Ma- 
rier ! 'm' ether, whisper — " 

This wasjfdllowed by'a burst of laughter 
from both the mstera. 

" Lor, 

c J., .....Google ■ 
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" Iior, how yoD do go on laoghiDg, for- 
getting all your troubles — have'e ' found 
your pus, Hetty? lar it gives one a fright."' 

" Oh pray don't trouble yourself about 
p3yitig>^ B«d Gaptaid Maiwejl, " I've a 
long bill bei'e, Mt*. O^eA tbalt p&t it A>wf( 
to m^ and as I'n^ so like ffensi^ Pooley,' 
you can't' object." 

" No, ihank'd sir," Mid Miss- Grimbhiiw, 
df^vii^^gp, whi-Ie she fieenwd'tobit fe^ittg 
sAl oftr her drees for ber purse, which she 
at last found in her bosom, " Not sO' 
. neither," added Miss Grimshaw opening 
feer leather pupse-^*' and fether wouldn't 
hear 6f such a thing — lor how we've been 
treated by the Simmonses — I deelBte it 
ftialtes one's whole blood bile — " 

" Come Hetty male* haste,'* ct-idd !l^ria 
impatiently, while, as she stood holding the 
shop door ajar, an old be^ar man insinuated 
himself into theshop. 

"Good 
i, Google 
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" Good God ! what a hideous wretch !" 
exclaimed Miss Adair. 

" Walk oiF," said a shopman. 

. " We've nothing for you," drawled the 
Duchess of Montoiieu, while the juice of 
the peach she was eating' ran streaming down 
her delicate fingers, > - 

'^ There's nothing for you master," cried 
Miss Maria, "so now you've had your an- 
swer — it's no use for you to stay, for we 
can't go giving ; can us, roy lady J" 

The shopman threatened to send for a 
parish officer, if the man did not de|:art, but 
as the mendicant persevered in appealing to 
their humanity, the gentlemen interfered 
and sent him oiF, not however before Caro- 
line had unobserved slipt a shilling into 
his hat. ' 

While Miss Gtimshaw was settling with 
the 
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the sbopnuQ^complainingloudlyof themon- 
^frouj high price at which every ihing was 
chained, the Duchess whispered to Lady 
Aacberly, " I qtiit^ eajoy these oddities — 
when my sister gave the marquis and me 
an account of their morning visit to you, I 
hod ho bop^ of bang ibrttmate.eaougfa tpbe 
present at a similar exhitHtioD— we must 
omtrive tp keep them here a little longer." 

«f ;OB, Itwill be' rare sporty" cried Miss 
Adair. 

' ** Indeed," said Lady Aifcherly, '* their 
vulgarity is Tar from amunng— my jMtin 
have unfortunately been too condescend- 
ing — and these youfig women takiDg advan- 
tage of it, push themselves into their com' 
pany." 

" Well, well, we'll punish them," returned 
Miss Adair; . 

*' You'll get the worst of it." 
■ At. II. o •• Oh, 
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." ObJ,iMvelrf(n*>" ■ 

" Poiy, Miss— w" ^A. Ulc Ducbeei'to 
Miss Gtijnsb«w;i '.' will-]i6ii«IK>w ine'toiRA< 

Grinwbawr dupeid hfj tbl' stBccritif of thr 
look and toAe aBSnmiddrby* the Dnofaesq. 
** 'twas a great bargain ma'am" continued 
Mi»Gi-Hwhfm*,E pnttii^bel- band' tUfi>ugh 

her pocket hole, and spreading out the aiub- 
lin to shew the patten}, which was a lar^ 
spri^ at considerable 'distances, " it^comi but 
tci'twKiAndrtwO''pnioe:a yard, bell^idei*' 

" Twaobdsix-'pciieetV aaidihe^Btbter. 

" Ah, so 'twas, be bated me the groat, 
'cause we was old Mends." 

** It's vety pretty and simple/* said ]y[Jt» 
Adair, " and I should like a gown of it vastly.** 

-■.,•' •■■ .#* I 

c, Google 



1 *' I'daresaji my; lady, > 'taiilt ^t^ gbricK^ 
and if you tiieDiicfn mj niaDe> and' nsk iov 

tfaejodbgunsnj'Mr! J?efln^t bd'di«t'^h'iiW 
it at two and two-pence — better saynbthlrig-' 
to hia father : old Gru^, we do call 
hirii^" _ 

'* Lars lov 'e," cried Miss Maria, " can't 
we buy it forthe ladji arid thirt ihei-e^'Il be 
a& b:eef«ttiiei made, ha! ha! haw! 'f*tf# 
be hawkard for her to get herself intd i!- 
hobble. *\ 

, " I'm srare' iny.l*dyj- siitf MisS Gtiii^ 
Aaui.i^f II RhBH^btfiffbOdJta d« isat^h' a! Jbb 
UsrM" _ ' -■ ■■'■■' 

*' On second thoughis,"' said Miss Adair, ^ 
•^ yoursififei's-woUld'stllt '1116 besr-^I 'did n't 
ofesftMe it-b^i-e,' but* Fm mightily taken' ' 
vtWh^it;^' _; • : ■ ■ --; 

*' There now, Marier," cried Miss Grim- 

sha^, *' do you know my Lady, she had a 

o 2 great 

c, Google 
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great mind not to come out in it, 'catise I 
ha4 a white un on, and I told her, many 
genteel people wore colour'd gounds of a 
morning." 

" And her's is a sweet colour," drawled 
the Duchess. 

*' 'Twas.a pretty thing whoi 'twas new, 
ma'am," said Miss Maria, f 'tis fad^ 
now." 

' >•' Oh, it's bright enough;" said Miss 
'A^>|^, v^kthe only &olt I can find with it^ is, 
that inooks as if the tnnstard pot had beeai 
thrown over it ; it's made up very fashion- 
ably." 

" I'm glad yon like it, my lady," re- 
turned Maria, " Ah^ you saw my pretty 
gown as I wore Hotber morning, to Lady 
Archcrly's." 

« Ob, 

D 51 .un Google 



Character. At^ 

" Oh, nottung was lost upon Wiss idair," 
said the Marquis, " she gave a full account 
of it ail." ■ '"'■ 

*f And' pray Miss," said the 'Duchcsa, 
'' who n)ight:ha\«tbR honor of" making 'yocA' 
robe." '■■■.- 

*' Mr8.;Fiy, mtk'am, she** a fancy 4rt»ft- 
makcTi Ho. 106, Hotttoro." 

". I'm much obligee^".- returned the 
Duchesa, " as I ehall now,'*- continued sfafi, 
turning to the Marc^uis, and lowering het 
Toice, *' take care not to employ her." 

" Whose glove is this?" cried Lord John 
Lennard, taking up a long one of a dark 
olive colour (which he had been for some 
time treading upon) and dangling it round 
to the company, on the end of his stick 
" who has lost a glove ?" • , 

" I fancy it belongs to «ne <af those 
ladiesi" said her Grace. 

o 3 "Ob, 

c, Google 
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'* Qh, it's riQJne, 'Sir/' s^id Miss .Griai'- 
^lyiw, jialf encoded, md iDatohuig it from 

the end of the stick. 

*' 4^isd here's what is Ief>, of the fellow - 
-to it," Batd^tbe Marquis, takinjg; up (mk of 
the Duchess's lap-dogs, with the gloTC in 
its mouth, " Beda and Shaccabac have been 
AMking B 'hearty nutufi off it,- and they say 
they like it full as well-as affd'-poorh"''- 

" Oh, poor Beda !* ;drawjcd the Dilche^s, 
" 'twUl make hersipk." 

*' Siich treairhcnt !*' exclaimed ' Miss 
Qrijn^hatt',. enraged_at, the loud laugh which 
,ti,urst frQm the whole parlj^', and:beg!cin'P£ *P 
^lispect^she vypSitp^dpa .hnU. ."..Bueh Ir^t,- 
fl^eqt I|ll^ never ^,iU, up jyith." 

" Quality, indeed !" crigd MJ£S Mn"a, 
siding with her sister, and'hastening out o( I 

.-• :.:>■, ■ ... 

■.■■• '■ I. o "They 



'* 3^t^ey,OMg}jt:to iearn. psARova," tuiii^ 

.exit. , . ,i 

The laugh continued for a long mb^g, 4s 
the- Marquis occasionally introduced imi 
mipps.cjf the Miss ^Qriwsh^-wjs voicfs and 
-.cwiveiMtipn, ,to,(he-grcftt .0nt6r4aiw»eitt..«r 
bis friends. 

iAispUn^id e^pi^ge mow -Mopt at the 
■jd^r^ j^i)^ flSia:Iftdy vt^as 9%btipg -ff&m ijt, 
.^dy Auqt)9rIy'flRqii>r<4i(»f 4he jPa^fa«s -wjw 

** The Marchioness ,of Arn»igfQ(d," 
drawled her Grace. 

*' &tcha,^^'y^" Miss Adair «topt as the 
Marohioness entered, wte^ in akuidvTinoe, 
enquired for Mr. Owen, adding, in aogiy 
^aocentSf ** IfsiiB -kws- ssiipes' tnc ad agun 
I'll never enter hts shop/* then, peroai^h^ 
the iXicbeH* she softened the asperity of her 
. .. " o A tones. 
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tones—** the pines he seot me were not 
worth cutting — and I shall expect a great 
allowance made for them — your grace I see 
has been tiytng some of these wreichtrd 
pines — ** 

*'They wont hare ahigh flavor, myladj," 
said the' shopman, f* 'till we have more 
•un." 

** Ah^ tlfert*8 <lWay« some excuse j trades- 
■people are tifcvcr at a lost; biit if I'm not 
served beltef-ftrtotlier-tiHic^ I'lP'tiry else- 
where— and how is your Grace, after the 
mob last night — weren't you almost killed — 
1 never wa* half so tired — Such 'an ill-ma- 
naged — " 

, . We thought Jt,a very spirited afiaHi"''feaid 
.-tbe.Dliclitss,!.'? ^Nft, rather too cawrddd.?".. . 
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** Without arty st^tictibni'* rntemiptcdtb^ 
MarchioneH, " 'twas quiW a Ixar-gardeb-*- 
had I. iHit suspected what I was to Bufl^;f 
never would have gone — mj carriage was 
fcept an boor in Cavendtsh-Street* before It 
could pass, and was very near ipeeting with 
dnotber accident." ' 

■_ " Biftland-Place to be sure, was Jn a 
csmplete tiproar/' said Miss Adali*, " and 
Aie Uaze of flarbbeatix- illuminated the whole 
street.'- ■ 

•' I didn't igct there till eleven," contiiraed 
the Marchioness, adding with an itl-natnrfttf 
laugh, *' what a ridicalous attempt at an 

orange grove!' i ' : 

*' Indeed," replied tbe Duchess, " we 
thought it had a charming effect ; but 'twas 
a pity to place such ' fine trees where they 
must be inevitably injured." 

*' Oh, people pluck'd (he blossoms and 
o 5 yoQng 



" Yes, but I never saw so vtiwy flimge 
faces before, and such a lack of fine w(»nen!" 
<;pu,t9med the :MarQhiQpe»q, taking ^fijown- 
il^^orv^ pf l4^ A^.dter^-;ii94 l^^vol^^^"** 
•' tb(y« iwm ,b»rdly ^ pretty gtrl tlbpte^^rfi 
Mils O'Connor was the nuul admired — b^t* 
she's nobody — and bas a cast in her cje, 
l)a»a'jt4ber-st)«U yon be^t tfec ^^ pp«ra 
ip^vS^T'l'm toW U> not w<»rtb soipg Xp 
spf^ i)»U.beli(ev,XftbaU U»qk ip (brJialf »p 
hoar before I go to Lady Gray .aJi4 Gx^^ 
lille's." 

*• Wei>iren(»t,goijw tp feer Jp^yphipV 
s«4 Miss 4(W-^" -Iwr [V^ics fue gfo^Q 

rather stupid." :: , 

" I never thotiglit -.tbeni otbocvi&e;" re- 
turoed 



faffiUMT^Iv^jircMesiry ** yotf •know, tAie 
caA get' no Touiig' men 'to cmne to faer 
bcwse." 

' "-**' Atidiw^re ^n ifeMohnaii 'of^eoikrte 
it must be stupid/' said Miss JAidlJir/ 'liiilF 
ironically* 

'• TTieyaU think they»re ask'd to make 
love to the Lady Fothergtll»— isa't that the 

xaigclMatqi^'}^ ''■''' ''^ ■ ' "'■■-■■■■■ '' 

" Faithi-tie> Uvt W ttie troBWe, they 
" make love to us." 

'"^^V hi!; Wl— very gbod," cried tl(e 
Mi(^lii<Hic^s, .^* liQw. r^hojildxn|6T Keipg 
ti)e liuly^^cia JJeor^tpa^otl^ergiU ^nii^iog 
lov'e'fi^ yoiir tordshipT^ar'h^ they iir^stible? 
f)!!,, yoti mu^ take- comp^BS^p qn their c^ 

ha^i ^hi^f taV''"^';' ' ' , '■■■ : " ■' '',""■: 

** I'm afraid/* said 'Lord Johii,' " the 
06 Marqufs 
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Fptbergilb miut Juofc outeltewbere.r' 

" By all accouDts," mA the Ducbes^ 
" poQt I^yGiity apd OwvUIe bi»t taken 
paiascnoQgV' 1 

" What a wither'd loc^ she has/' said tbe 
MaichioDesB. 



'* She always remindt me," said the Ik&ir- 
quisof HaughtoD, "of Queen Elizabeth, in 
waxrwprk, at Westminater-Abbey.'' ., : 



*' Lord !*' exclaimed the Marchioness, with 
a spiteful laiigb| '* 1 never see, h^^ with. her 
skinny progeny, 'ivitbput thinking of ,G.ay'a 
Court of Death., ha! ha !. hal— or ^Siir- 
geon's^all^ — ha l.hal ha !-— ancj did yog db^ 
serve. Duchess, low they .were.made 0)ii 
last night— ha ! ha ! ha I their, bosops,.' |ia [ 
ha! I mean — a fnend of mine,"declarea~^ 
iburat a corking pip. ha 1 h^.'ba! — byway 
. . ■ '■ '" /■ ^ of 

cj.,...., Google 
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of «:i^i^iineiu — ha t b».l hai-^but' Was 
veiy well protected with* cotton, ha! Mt! h«l" 

.. , " If siqiiliir experimeottwcreputiaf gene- 
nil practice^" said J^ord Johni ,"1 fear raott 
ladies would protes tagainst tbem." 

" What a rude r^n^k. I'* cried Miss 
Adair, " but I hope you'd allow ua to return 
the complimnit Mpon your sex, and IVe no 
doidit we should ^uce a great many athletic 
herculean figures to mere phantoms." 

" Paijny is an eKceJlept-^dvictcate for ns," 
' said the Duchess, " did you Jhe^ .Jiow U,if 
the ball was kept up last night ?" 

" I was.bfartt^gladad-'getaway by fitt^ 
replied the Marchioness, •' many were there 
'till KTen^;,.,.._,;.^ ,,;-,;;;,,..,, ..„",..:,;;' ■■ 

'.;: ,;;...-a 

" I was," said Captain Maxwell, " and the 
Biotley*^ ^d t)ie Qpcfa PiVicets.,'* 

i:^/ '"■" ■ " ■-■■"'■""■'■■■•'•".; oil, 

L-, L.ooglc- 



^ Oh, 704 -niean ledy^ 'VnsHtiB'rtft, and 
her Ufllcr Miu— ~i'* 

** jMias iFortfescue/' -said Lord John — 
•<<• rt>e » in eltijgant'flgJreio'tnp it oii the 



light fanUBtic to«ii' 



■ !■: 



' <** I don't know what sort of toes she 
fcStfj'^saidthe Msrchiooesi,'^ ^rft'f know fter 
fddlW iieivy ch6ugh i ifce althost crusH'd 
^inej 6d stie vaulted 'by me Jtkd a Itah- 
garoo."-"- : ■ ^■' "■ ■ ■■'" 

«"Mi». Toite too, staid late Iheard," 
-tddMiBs Adain ■ '- ' 

•• Oh, &e Gypsies were really A hui- 
ftactf'* coB^tjpd'Jthe j^f^iefaumcik' • 

'* Hiey were quite in character/" said-the 
Dacbess. 



« As ibr Mnl 'Uni 'MiW YoiIk/ they 
needed no walnut jtuce to darken them, 
■ ' _ tbcir 

c. Google 



their iftin k ready done/' Myaog Ahti Ibe 
MwiobioneM r«tanied to -her caitritge,. rfe- 
imffiog bertbMpt lo Mr. Ow^,.<tf«ANtv 

The puchess, tnade iiftftp r^piark 90 t^ 
temper of the IVlarchioness, to whi^S ^4y 
Ancherly.only replied by a shrewd smile. 
She recpUepted her al^t .fivcyears ^0, u 
Xa4y Fi;fti^c^ Kirbyi >hp ^^w ^t» ip licr 
eight ?i)d thjitttfth pr.ear, ,^oifi ^ .i^tpiioti^ 
for a b?4 tepPV':''^*' "P "'■^ «^ JwW 

l9i;f0;fpr|:.«o«»,tp,mn,.t^e,ri^^f^i^iflg.^ 
termagant: she had therefore coQtin'ued^ 
Spinster till the death of her father, when a 
poor S(>eDdt|irift of a l^^quvi Arranoiqrd^s 
glad on '^ny terms^, to. secure tKp \nch 
bpiress. 

' ""My brothcr'Iiarfjast passed* H«S slwpj'^f 

ifcid'GaroIin^ to her mother. '" ■' " 

^* 'He'S'prdbeUy locfl^ig for us;" rehirned' 
l4ify Aueberiy, '•( Lotd John, wiH'yc^ii' calt 
tw-bsck." . JWilliam 
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WillitiB had chastened from ]Sfir..niorring'-' 
ton's to tVMtmaA<Squa^, and ' having le^rni 
v4ieve Lady Aiicherly was gone,: he traced 
her to Bond-Street, arid was beginning to 
despair of seeing her before be returned to 
Oxford* when Lord John I^nnard caHed 
afterhim. 

Lady AucheHy wondered be had not called, 
(iarlicf in Pbririian-Sqoare," and on his" 
thoughtlessly spying he had btteii at 'the Dor-' 
rington's, • she could not tefp concluAng, 
after what she bad witnessed the preceding 
evenibg, tbat Emily was the object of his 
Tint.' '■-* '"'■.'".'," 

, That ber son should iriaie sucti a cboic«i" 
would bare given her inexpressible uneasi- 
ness, but she hoped it vas a mere boytsli 
partiality that would be ef&vadby the next 
beauty that came in his way ■ not that Efnilj 
was in any degree obnoxious to her ladyship^ 
f jrtbei: than'as «n unimpprtuit being, ^f hose 
^Ufnpe would shed no lustre on bis ^mJly.' 
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Ididy : Aatherly looked forwards to h«r 
son's foiming' a brilt^nt conoeKion, Which 
would i^ace him tn a sphere,' from which, 
even b<3:seir might derive increased come- 
quence. Her ambitious views for her daugh- 
ter, have beeit already hittted at ; stw per- 
ceived with- pleasure thM the Mirqais qf 
Haiightoti had bimscjlf 0otieft«d the introduO- 
ttoii'tt)ibepi«t Mr#. 6i4#pef»^flt' iirfd'-biid 
paid her distinguished njarks of attentiM'i 
and, as the Marquis, besides his rank and 
splendid fortune, posBcssed a handsome pei*- 
son, she felt secure of her daughter's con- 
currence : she was therefore bent upon the 
accomplishment of the union, and entertained 
very sanguip^liopes that with skilful ma- 
nagement it mi^it:.be bnHjghl about. 

On her return borne, she was gratified to 
find be had left his name, and in the even* 
ing at the Opera, she could hardly keep her 
satisfaction within bounds, at finding he 
<;ontrived to get a piacenext to Caroline, and 
attached himself to her party the whole even- 



Uta Sieltha of 

jug, [wbile two^Qr tbrte of btr firienda con- 
iggitulsitedii«r,lwljfil)ip(W the ooiiuiaii ; idd- 
.ing, thftt it tin wMspevcd over the ihouse, 
thilt the DwrFitge-jirw a mtled thing. 

ijai^ Awl^fly rettiieii ito nst ftiA -the 
ipleiaillgildeajirihcr daughter's futuregMat- 
4IMK iMvl .iJispt Mleqi iwhils (he <■ ;Mw- 
IliitioMW o(¥img|i<i)PV'.dMl«il»>.t«rdniiidii 
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•ViM>;i)» ,Jif A^PTn+ s«MBy^K-)flftiMWW»: 



Lady AUCHERLY having arranged 
liter plan for. t^iTitended ball, ''®o^b were 
if^uecj to.sboiitjalhundrod'ahd'dftiy'fasliron- 
A^lQ9,..and'<te-prepBratioiM were in a-state 
$)f;^e0ttfotn'U-<fau3sa,«n.thit>pwcedlBg Shtiif^ 

UMt rloAj ^aiAerly,. >and in'.til^defaiijg^ 
^MiHiqr^ieaEblainik^ "iOh/l<0i'dO6d'! U9f 
jAuabeFl3^,Juffe]roii,4teafd-^-^i^" ■ ■ ■ 



,CoogI. 



**dy 
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l4u)y Aacherly was struck speechless with 
astoniBbment. 

•* Isabella 's ruin'd — I'm just come from 
Portland-Place, and the house is" invested 
with bailifis-^I haven't seen her — and as for 
Grosvenor, I fear they've uken him to pri- 
Boo, Lord, what will become of them all— 
I'm almost distracted I — " 

Lady Aucberly attempted to pacify ber, 
and endeavonrcjd to pert'uade her thiit'Mr, 
Grusvenor's afiairs might not be so bad as 
they were represented. 

*' O God r I . fear tbey an s% bad ai pos- 
jjiblc^nd Lord, :*hai will .faecome of Isfti- 
bellai.and; all those cbildrenr^snicb a f^nily, 
ii|p of tbeiti*->«mKfhbig mustbe'done for the 
^oyerT-th^:mu9t aU goidtb th£ anny ; LcH, 
Rbat a mercy ^wbnld have beeii, if theytbsd 
' come i^q ibe.^orld six^^eet faigh^ vsnAy 
dress'd in rc^imeoti^Sr-^poor Isabelli, -'twill 
cestainly break her heart— I can't see *em 
r.:-t~ atarve, 



atanee jrw know— FU go to tiottMa^'— she hai 
noibbild — but she's so close.*' 

" Ob, no doubt she will assist Mrs. 
Gfosrenbi— you'll 6.hd my brother will' tiot' 
be behmd hand in doing every tbtog in bis' 

rto - ' . ■ ■ ' '' 



Afa, I l:naw he has a good heart— -as fet' 
me, I shall save every thing 1 Can— lionl, 
Idursto'task Mac. for a gumee jfist now-M' 
lie's in the worst temper I ever knew him-i— 
his disappointnreQt in b^g [Romoted, has' 

liude binif as - and *tis veiy vexing I 

most say> dwn- he. has been losing e^eiy 
thing lately at play — he lost upwards of a 
thousand pounds, while we made that short 
stay at Bath— and I'm arraid to g|ies& what 
he has lost unce we've been hem— he was 
out all Thursday night, and came homei . 
abo^t three the next day— Lordj ! and in such 
8]iuni,pur! and « the Devil wbuld- Hive, it. 
Mis. Dorriqgton and all of! them, had catledr 
that morning ; their cards were lying on 
the 
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thci tablcr-be' IbokV}- at^ then; mi Gkxt, 
jou can't tbink-wbst-a-pa^ida he'fkiv' u>— 
I told hipi I couldn't help Iheir chustng to 
c >U| f I - caifc't ooncsilK -^bat sinuld'mdLe 
bini <li^k^:tbei* Mt->-i diu't tike tfaen*^' 
l}t^ fhea 1 dott'i-.oar^' ar atnUnr abtef< tbdr' 
calling — but Mac. was in ttltik-t^agt,: anrfr 
■wore by the Lord, I should not be ac- 
qjiaiated witli -tiwm-r-biA 'iistt't- Uteljri.we 
slffU,] yottr^n^n^I'mwt' of^eouHeirdturar 
the viisit^ ^nd- tjb«re'll be) aiTbfid''-o& attiiiM 
^tuH'be gfiiiyel; t&tk^rtf^mcDtmaey sdoo^^andf 
naaj nevu-nmet tbasfagain^' perhaps — God^i 
}f)w i«erpkiii9*ttQ this owsed «rffarr shotaMi 
h;49|r«n -jHlt'beforrlyoBi* dadctfw«fi sbM't- be; 
abletoiQOimu" ■ ■;' . i- ._;■:./■;.! 

« MiT GroW«hc#*>aflaiW *iIP ttf-ri* otltl)et* 
tori*hin'jow>cJfp(fct^^'adViHe'^H(Af'i(j:t)ui'a* 
•gbo^ lacbWi ■ iWS^WsMttiJ'^V' W -ttrtiBftVJ- 
QM>n4bin^ti'foul<vU^ »6t iftieitfi^g<ftm0fl^ 
llMipiowiUtW*ttit'>Hli»sici't4iaH'itrife-.- -■ 

-;:; The 

c, Google 
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Tb&sftlesidvur df tHe style: ih vdHckidi^ 
Gro<9ten0t-'d<lived>>hBd'alnF^ aSaad^iljadf 
Aucheriyia gEatifidattiani im cbnscquemt; of' 
the family condra^im bbtwUM^t^feffij «ieff4ll«' 
felt seriously mortified that at ber ball, the 

would be sttH so recent, that the subject 
would most {^obaUy ber contiatnUy' dts- 
c|iased. ; Xbq btti' boM^er J«(i "dccittedr 
that her UU'9h0iddti««j«ake filacer: tke hexk- 
morning the Dowager I4(fy/Atiebcfily^s 'vo*>' 
man came to Sir Philip with the melancboly 
intelligence' that her lady had boel fiitind 
dead in her bed. . 

The BaroiKt hastened tA HaoovBr-S^hare, 
frith the best medical aid he could procure, 
hixt ^1 to no purpoMHT^er could notltfe rb^ 
stored. 

This evertt aod tfaer-cnnhl ta f otOaiia- 

Hace, were not generally known iMHtAc-' 

iiext day ; but at Mrs. Monckton's contiert, 

ar full acooawfej was bvw^hln iqr :die iMar- 

! cbioness 
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dubaew'of Arrangford,' who ebterei^ with a 
my important couatenance, and brudiiiigf' 
b|r twa or - three, inalgnifioant creatures, 
hunuan^ }W to Mre. Monckton. 

- "■ I<Iow-^ w v«r^ kjrid, Marduoness -h." 

■ *' Icwi'tstaya nnnute— i'mengaged this 
eveoii^ta Mr». Pickereirs, biM as I passed 
l^^ I Uiougbt t Waald just look i^-«-4iavc 
yoU'heardthe:nfewS'}'*k '■\,-' ■■ ' ' 

■ '< What? what?i-idtar "Maftfhioness," 
cried Mrs. Monckton. 

. " It'sallower.'iivPorltanid Place !' 

, .■ ■'■'.-,■■ .■.:"■: 'l li- 

*' What, at the Gnmeoor's? I th<»ig%t 
'twould come to this." 

-^* Oh/H'w kwigTCxpectWit/^ said- Lady 

Gnstoa: ■.;,-:.; . ■■ , , 

~ /.' Tlutie were tvrai executions) in the 

- .IV house 
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house at the very time of the Masquerade," 
said.GJenenil Stackhurst, " and one of them, 
at the suit of a gentleman whose wife and 
(laughters were there." 

" Law t how comical, somehow !" cried 
Mrs. Mansell. 

'" I thought such expensive entertainments 
couldn't last for ever," said Mrs. Monckton, 
" it really serves them right ibr their extra- 
vagance — and with such a family ?" - 

. " Nothing was too good for the Orpsvc- 
nors," added Lady Garston, " they had 
their house entirely new furnish'd this win- 
tor, in the most superb style." 

" Oh, but their extravagance about their 
cottageatBIackheath, is beyond everything," 
said Mrs. JVfonckton, '■ one room is lined 
wth large mirrors, and two windows down 
to the ground had one entire pane of plate 
glass — " 

'^'^^* '■^' ^ Co J\- '^^* 
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'* Ah, I heard of that," said Mrs. Stack- 
hurst, " the DuchesB of .Rfontolieu-s son, 
the little Marquis of Hexham thinking it 
was an open window, ran through it into 
the garden, and was terribly cut." 

" And iheir service of gilt p!ate too!" 
cried Miss Congrave, an elder sister of Mrs. 
Monckton's. 

" Now, to mention a small piece of ex- 
travagance," said Mp. Manself, •* do you 
know, they bad pino*apples, preserved gin- 
ger and green sweetmeats, all minc*d up 
like, for their Christmas pies." 

*' And what sums he has laid out upon 
his pinery !" 

** And how she dresses !" 

" Ob, vhzt beautiful diamoad^ahe has V* 
cried Mrs. Maosell, 

L..„,GoogIi*' Ste 
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" She has two sets,'' retomed Mrs. 
MoncktoD, " and did you obserre the dress 
she wore at the Masquerade V 

"• Ob, law, yesy what a sweet lace tunic, 
and thfrpale pinV, to show it oS." 

_ " That dreas cost five hundred pounds ; 
'ti> all BrusacU Uc», ma'Mn.** 

" She looked very well I thought," said 
Mrs. Stackburst, ^' and her children such 
pretty little Cupids." . 

** I warrant,'* said the Marchioness, ** she 
hoped to be taken for Venus ; but with her 
clunasy figuw — '* 

" Nay, Marchioness — " 

" WblUiibfrUoo Veuns-^fine feathers may 
make fine birds— but sbe caft't be called a 
good figure. 

F 3 , , " I've 
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" I've heard," said Mr. Mansell, " that 
their extravagance is all owing to Mr. 
Grosvenur." 

" And it's really unpardonable in him, 
with such a large family," added Lady 
Garston — " it's fortunate however, he is not 
addicted to play — but he has a variety o£ 
other ways of getting rid of his money — what 
with horses and carriages and — " 

" He has never been without twenty 
blood-horses, said Mr. Monckton, arid his 
hounds and hunting-scat in Hampshire, and 
his — " 

*' Oh, I don't wonder at his coming to 
ruin." 

" How could it be otherwise, unless he 
could contrive to make ten thousand a-year 
go as far as twenty." 

'* Lord, sir !" exclaimed the Marchioness, 

L-, Uooglc 
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"he has been mortgaging his estates, 'till I 
. don't -believe he's worth a shilling— I won- 
der how he supported such a dash so long- — 
1 never thought much of them, for my part ; 
but these West Indians — !" 

" Matutm }" croaked an old Creole lady, 
who sat by the door. ^ 

" Well; ma'am," cried the Marchioness, 
tossing back her bead, which knocked a cup 
of coffee out of Mr. Maiiscll'a hand, '• well, 
ma'am, I meant no barm.'' , 

" You need not take fire so, then,'* re- 
turned the old Creole. 

The Marchioness turned contemptuously 
away from her, and addre^d herself to Mrs, 
Monckton, '' and have you heard ma'am^ 
the Dowager Lady Aucherly's dead." 

" Good God ! how sudden," exclaimed 
Mrs. Monckton. 

t 3 '* Law,' 
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" Law," said Mrs. Manaell, " now then 
we ^all see Lady Aucherty come out in 
diamonds, after her mourning, you know, 
for she'll have all the old lady's jewels — and 
beautiful ones they were." 

" When did she die?" enquired Lady 
Garsion. ' - ^ 

"Only this moroing" retirrwed thcMar- 
diioness, " she ate a hearty -supper !ast 
night, and went to bed bs UBual, 'she had 
been very well all 'yesterday, and was foutid 
dead'in her bed this morning." 

" Something poison'-d her perhaps/' 

*' Oil, mwe likely," said the Marchioness, 
" she ate too much— she was always 
greedy^—hoff I'wft- §een that woman eat— she 
made herself so iH in eating '6sh last lent, 
that the physicians gave her over.'* 

" I wonder what her supper was lasl 
iiighl,' said Mrs. Manselh " Beef 
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" Beef tails, ma am," replied the Mar- 
chioncs, " beef tails — I had it from my wo- 
man, who heard it from the old lady's 
buUer," 

" It's unlucky she should die just at this 
lime," observed Mre. Fortescue, " for Lady 
Aucherly must put off h«r ball." 

" Ah, and just as Miss Aucberiy '6 come 
out," said Mrs. Muisell, " to be obliged lo 
be Alt io mouTDing you know." 

'* Is there any truth," said Mrs. Stack- 
liurst, " in the report that the Marquis . 
of Haughton is paying his addresses to 
her?" 

" I don't believe a word of it," replied 
the Marchioness of Arrangford — " the Mar- 
(juis has more sense than to connect himself 
with such a family — that Lady Aucherly 
gives bcrself such intolerable airs — I believe 
she thinks the ground isn't good enough .for 
p 4 , her 
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iier to walk upon — and such a capricious — 
vain — lump of affectation —" 

" She is certainly af&cted,'* said Mrs. 
Monckton. 

" Oh, when you come to know her," 
said Mrs. Mansell, " you'd find her a 
charming pleasant woman, / that know 
■her 80 well, like, must know her you' 
know ; because^ living so hear, in the 
country at E^st Coriipton, we're so iniimate* 
like, that I can assure you, she is very dif- 
ferent somehow, to what may be thought of 
her, and Miss Aucherly tCKi, is such a sweet, 
pretty — ^■' 

" Slie's well enough," said the Marchio- 
ness " but. Lord, there are hundreds of girls 
just as handsome — and Lord Starfort, who 
IS 3 great connoisseur in beauty, says her 
shoulders are too wide— I heard him say 
so— and there are other parts of her persoti 
by no means beautiful, and I'm sure she-'s 
a bold looking givl — ." 

" She 
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" She has :a great deal of aniination iiv 
her countenflDce," aaid Mrs. Slackhurst> 
** but she can't be call'd bold, I think— baa 
Lady Aucherly any other daughter ?" 

« 

" No," replied Mrs. Monckton, " and I 
believe there is only one son." 

" She lost several childrea while they were 
very young," said Mrs, Mansell. 

" Ah," cried the Marchioness, " I've no 
doubt while she used to be so -.gay here, her 
poor children were cruelly n^lected — there 
ought to be a punishment inflicted on such 
mothers." 

'.' A l^ti^le gjrlj I think, died in the small 
pox," said Mr. Mansell ; " that you know 
she couldn't help.'' 

" But she was glad of it," returned the 

Marchioness, " the child promised to torn 

out very plaiiij and I was lold, Lady Au- 

p 6 cherly 
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cfaerty thought it a mercy that the little 
wretch dkd, as it would most libely be 
terriU; mark'd." 

# We must not give credit" observed 
Mrs. Staddiuret ** to all ^ reports we 
hear injurious to the character of others, 
without at least giving them an opportu- 
nity of antwering them.'* 

The Marchioness, who had only a mi- 
fttfte to spare from a card party at Mrs, 
Pidtereli's, found the sweets of t^ing bad 
news, and of imparting malicious insinua- 
tions so delightfalj that she staid neaHy aa 
hour before she thought of going. 

As soon as her back was turned, the 
whole company joined against her. 

" She is, the — most — spiteful,, creature. 
In the world," cried lady Garston. 

_^' Oh she enjoys other people's misfortunes 
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to her heart,'* rtturaed MisaCo^rave; "I 
never met wilh such a vinegar .temper." 

" The cfeam in my tea, ma'am," said Mrs. 
Gwynne, ** turned Bour the moment '«bc 
eiucred the room." 

^ It's rcttllycuriou8 to observe," 88»d Mrs. 
Stackhurst, '• how 90on she picks up dl 
the bad news ; one would think she em- 
ployfd a spy — " 

" i never heard her, in my life, say any 
ihing to the advantage of another,*" ob- 
«erved Mrs. Fortescuc, " unless with a view 
more keenly to wound the feelings of some 
one in her hearing : is'nt she growo very 
scorbolic liHel J ?'* 

. " Scorbutic !" cried Miss Co8grav&; with 
a mysterious air. 

'< She has several red blotches iaftwut-'iier 

face," said Mrs. Gwynne, "but she con- 

s 6 ' trivc* 
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trives to conceal them pretty well, by art- 
fully rouging between each pitnple." 

" And her nose is got so red !" returned 
Miss Cosgrave lookiog still more mysteri- 
ously, while her next neighbour, fearing the 
insinuation would not be understood, inai- 
tated the action of carrying a glass of wine 
to the lips. 

'* Oh 'tis loo bad !" exclaimed Lady 
GarBton. 

*' Yes I've suspected her of that,** said 
Mrs. Manselt. 

" There was not a doubt of it this even- 
ing;" replied her ladyship, " did you ob- 
serve how she knock'd down Mr. Mansell's 
cup and saucer," 

*' Oh,*' cried Mrs. Gwynne, " her breath 
w^ enough to do that." 

For 
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" For ray part," said the old creole, who 
sat partly coacealed behind the half opened 
door, " for my part, I thought, as she entered 
the room, a rum cask had been rolled in ! 
the scent first wafted through the hinges of 
the door, and as she passed me, 'twas as if 
the bung had burst ! — ^'twas enough to in- 
toxicate a young child." 

" The poor Marquis leads a terrible life 
X hear." 

" Oh" returned Mrs. Monckton, " she 
does what she pleases, and as she takes de- 
Jight in tormenting every body, of course 
he comes in for his share : ] fancy they 
live little better than cat and dog — she lias a 
vile temper." 

After the party had railed against the i 
Marchioness till tea was over, they were ■ 
entertained fen* an hour or two with sacred . 
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Instances nf dutMen ddath occur so fre" 
queot]/, that thougb ihey ougbt to teacb a 
most awful lesson to maaSundi-aiDd more par- 
ticulariy to the thoughtless votaries of dissi- 
pation, yet ihey loo often : pass- without 
making any serious or lasting impresskti^; 
Sir Philip Aucherly however, was deeply 
effected at 4fa« death of his mother^ ilx^gh 
b£r conduct towards bim, had evfer hesm 
more c^u]ai<>d to inspire respect than -filiaft 
afieclioti. 

Lady Aucherly too, was much shocked at 
the intelligence, but any serious impression 
it made, was of very sh«M-t daratiort.: the 
come^umces resulting irom the Dowarger's 
death, soon <]lverted ber attention from the 
event itself. She felt much disappointed at 
being obliged to give op her intended bait, 
which 
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which she tfiniight mig^t have GDnrarded 
her plans with (he Marqab of Hanghton;;' 
slie had eheriihetl l bopc that ite hadfdt 
the power of Carolme^ beauty ; ho had paid- 
her tery dntinguished marks of atteatioo at 
a grand rout at Lady 'Dornngton^ ; and at 
a dinaer party at the Duke of Ulvcrstan's, 
he sat by her and persevered in bis ttsi* 
duities. 

The secliuioN Irom etsttpany, which Lady 
Audterly would nmv be oUiged fisr some 
time to ob&ervCj wonhi operate «lic feared, as 
a double blow to her wishes ; Tor indepen- 
dently of the Mar<iuis'a love cw^ing, and of 
his baring tkfie to engage in a nev .puraiut 
bdbre Sir Philip woWd ^nnit bis da«^hter 
to appear again in compaay, she hftd every 
reason to apprehend tbe late event woul4 
hasten Sir Philip's return to Audicrly I^rk> 
whidi would at Mice fra^trale her plana. 

The late dowager bad deared to be buried 
in Westminster Abbey, and Sir PhiUp jfind- 
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itig himself 'in better health than, he had 
been for a long time, determined to pay his 
last tdbute of respect to the memory of his 
mother, by attending her farteral, ^nd not- 
withstanding a rainy day, iie per^si^ecj in his 
determination. The dampness, of the. church 
brought on an attack of the gqut, which 
promised to be longand obstinate. He bore 
' his illness however with much fortitude, and 
the satisfaction of having his daughter con- 
stantly near him, enabled him to support a 
degree of chearfulness, seldom attendant on 
a disease so excruciating. 

In the mean time,- Mr. Gresveaar'a atlairs 
bad been investigated by his pritxiipal Cfredi- 
tors, and it appeared ■on the representations 
of Messrs. Fenlon, Otdborougbj and Co. tber 
merchants, who had been ' m the habit of re- 
ceiving the produce of his estates in Jamaica> 
and who h^d stopt matiya gep in his o'edtt, 
by lending him money on mortgage, that 
his estates bad lately suffered by a dreadful 
hurricane, and therefore they could make no 
■^ ^ further 
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farther advanties, till advices should arrive 
from Jamaica, informing, them of the exlent 
of the damage. 

It was however, highly necessary that 
Mr, Grosvenor should immediately go to 
the West-IndieB, to look after his estates 
and Messrs. Fenton and Co. had that con- 
fidence in his Integrity, that they became 
security to the creditors, for his render* 
ing a just account of his property. 

A part of Mrs. Grosvenor's fortune had 
been prudently settled on her, and though 
very far from enabling her to live iri 
the extravagant style, to which she had 
been lately accustomed, was amply suffi- 
cient to afford her every comfort, and du- 
ring her husband's absence, she repaired 
with her young family, to a retired resi- 
dence in the Isle of Wight. 

Sir Philip Aucberly still continued in 

a very precarious state, aBd his disorder 

disco- 
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dicovering fi-esh symptoms, his pliysician* 
began .to be seriously aliirinecl, and deli- 
cately expressed their fears to Lady. Aa- 
cherly, who immediately sent for her 
son, Sir Philip himself was impressed 
with ao idea that he should not recover, 
and oo being told ■ his son was arrived, 
he concluded it was in coDsequcnce. of 
his Physician^ thinking him in imminent 
danger. He however, siiU ipaintained 
great serenity of mind ; talked with his 
son on bis studies at Oxford, and in the event 
of a peace, recommended him,- after leaving 
the University, to travel for a year or tvvooa 
the .continent. 

Xody Auciherly had been so long ac- 
customed to see Sir Philip ill, that she 
had regarded . his attack as oqc of those 
fits to which he waS' so, subject ; but on 
understanding the full extent of the phy* 
sician's fears, she became much agitated ; 
the CDore so, a*, she hai, not till then 
eatertaiaed an idea tha4: his iJlneas would 
be 
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be likely to ierminate fatally. 'I^e- wa^ 
now his constant attendant; Aft sat np 
at- night -with him ; was ever studying his 
comfort, and endeavouring to procure" hijTi 
ease from his painful disorder; and not- 
withstanding she had never perhaps, re" 
garded him with that tender affection, which 
ought ever to acconipany the conjugal state, 
yet she could not behold one whom she 
had once known in heahh and spirits, en- 
joying all the luxuries of life, promoting 
the happiness of his fiientls, by his cheer- 
ful temper and hospitality, reduced to such 
a melancholy situation, without beii^ deeply 
af^cted. 

The physician's greatest fear was, that the 
gout would get into htt Stomach ; all tbeir 
■kill was directed to- prevent it, but all 
their skill was in vain — Sir Philip Aucherly 
survived his mother only six weeks. 

Lady Aucherly was removed with Caro- 
line to Mrs. St* Clair's, and when she 
heard 



308 Sketches of. 

beard that the remains of Sir Philip bad 
been conveyed to the family vault at 
£ast-Goropton, she recollected his words, 
* at alt events, J will return to the ,ceuntry 
aarly in the spring* 
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